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ST. LOUIS COUNTY LIBRARY  1640 S. LINDBERGH BLVD.  ST. LOUIS, MO 63131 

S P E C I A L  C O L L E C T I O N S  

GERMAN GENEALOGY 

This guide provides an overview of resources for German genealogical research in German-speaking lands avail-
able in the Special Collections Department. Additional items are also available, many of them locale-specific. 
Please consult the online catalog at www.slcl.org or ask for assistance at the Special Collections Reference Desk. 
See also “German Genealogy—General Resources” and “German Genealogy—St. Louis-Area Research” guides 
available in the Special Collections Department. 

Call numbers or other location information follow each entry. Books with call numbers beginning with “R” may be 
used in the library only. Ancestry is an electronic database available on computers in all St. Louis County Library 
branches. 

ORTSSIPPENBÜCHER 

Ortssippenbücher (also referred to as Ortsfamilienbücher) can be literally translated as “local kinship books.” 
These sources feature compiled genealogies, commonly extracted from church and civil records going back to the 
late middle ages, and a history of the locality. A list of Ortssippenbücher in the collection is available in the Spe-
cial Collections Department, or they can be searched online in the library catalog.  

MATERIALS COVERING MULTIPLE REGIONS 

Hall, Charles M. The Atlantic Bridge to Germany. 10 vols. Logan, Utah: Everton Publishers, 1974 – 1995. Each 
volume features gazetteers, maps, parish indexes and other aids for finding ancestral homes in German-
speaking territories. 

Vol. 1 Baden-Wurttemberg 
Vol. 2 Hessen, Rhineland-Palatinate 
Vol. 3 Bavaria 
Vol. 4 Saarland, Alsace-Lorraine, Switzerland 
Vol. 5 Schleswig-Holstein, Hamburg, Bremen 
Vol. 6 Mecklenburg 
Vol. 7 Brandenburg, East Prussia, West Prussia, Pomerania, Posen 
Vol. 8 North Rhine-Westphalia 
Vol. 9 Saxony, Kingdom Province, Thuringia, Nine Duchies 
Vol. 10 Lower Saxony, Brunswick, Schaumburg-Lippe, Oldenburg 

Call no. Q 943 H174A 

Hansen, Kevan M. Map Guide to German Parish Registers. 19 vols. North Salt Lake, Utah: Heritage Creations, 
2004 –. Each volume provides a guide to locating church records in specific German provinces, including an 
historical overview, emigration information, archives locations, place index, Family History Library microfilm 
numbers, and other helpful information. Volumes refer to historical boundaries rather than modern German 
states, making the historical introductions very useful. 

Vol. 1 Grand Duchy of Hessen 
Vol. 2 Grand Duchy of Baden 
Vol. 3 Mecklenburg, Grand Duchies of Schwerin and Strelitz 
Vol. 4 Province of Schleswig-Holstein and Grand Duchy  

of Oldenburg. 
Vol. 5 – 8 Kingdom of Wurttemberg 
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Vol. 9 – 10 Hessen-Nassau 
Vol. 11 – 13 Province of Rhineland 
Vol. 14 – 23 Kingdom of Bavaria (vol. 23 is a master index for Bavaria) 
Vol. 24 Thuringia 

Additional volumes are added to the collection as they become available. Call no. R 943 H249M 

ALSACE 

Burgert, Annette K. Eighteenth Century Emigrants from the Northern Alsace to America. Camden, Me.: Picton 
Press, 1992. Call no. R 973.0431 B954E and 973.0431 B954E 

Minert, Roger P. Alsace-Lorraine Place Name Indexes: Identifying Place Names Using Alphabetical and Reverse 
Alphabetical Indexes. Provo, Utah: GRT Publications, 2000. Call no. R 944.38 M664A  

Schrader-Muggenthaler, Cornelia. The Alsace Emigration Book. 2 vols. Apollo, Penn.: Closson Press, 1989-1991. 
Call no. R 944.383 S377A and 944.383 S377A 

Schrader-Muggenthaler, Cornelia. The Baden Emigration Book: Including Emigration from Alsace. Apollo, Penn.: 
Closson Press, 1992. Call no. 943.46 S377B. 

AUSTRIA 

Rohrbach, Lewis Bunker. The Salzburger Expulsion Lists. Rockport, Me.: Picton Press, 1999. R 943.64 S186. 

Senekovic, Dagmar. Handy Guide to Austrian Genealogical Records. Logan, Utah: Everton, 1979. Call no.  
R 943.6 S475H and Q 943.6 S475H 

GERMANY 

 BADEN-WÜRTTEMBERG 

“Baden, Germany, Emigration Index, 1866 – 1911.” Database online. Ancestry. 

Burkett, Brigitte. Emigrants from Baden and Württemberg in the Eighteenth Century. Camden, Me.: Picton Press, 
1996. Call no. R973.0431 B959E 

Burkett, Brigitte. Nineteenth-Century Emigrants from Baden-Württemberg. Camden, Me.: Picton Press, 1997. Call 
no. 973.0431 B954W 

Emigrants from the West-German Fuerstenberg Territories (Baden and the Palatinate) to America and Central 
Europe, 1712, 1737, 1787. Clifford N. Smith, tr. German-American Genealogical Research Monographs,  
No. 9. McNeal, Ariz.: Westland Publications, 1981. Call no. Q 943.435 S644N. Also available on Ancestry. 

Kuhn, Gertrud. USA, Deutschland, Baden und Württemberg: Eine Auswahl von Titeln zur Auswanderung und zur 
Geschichte der Deutsch-Amerikaner, vor allem aus Baden und Württemberg, von den Anfängen bis zum Ende 
des Zweiten Weltkrieges, aus Anlass des 200. Jahrestages der Unabhängigkeit der Vereinigten Staaten von 
Amerika. [USA, Germany, Baden and Württemberg: A Selection of Titles Concerning Emigration and the 
History of German-Americans from Baden and Württemberg, from Its Beginnings to the End of the Second 
World War, in Commemoration of the 200th Anniversary of the Independence of the United States]. 
Schriftenreihe des Instituts für Auslandsbeziehungen, Stuttgart: Reihe Dokumentation, Band 7. Stuttgart, 
Germany: Institut für Auslands-beziehungen, 1976. Call no. R 943.464 K961U 

Minert, Roger P. Baden Place Name Indexes: Identifying Place Names Using Alphabetical and Reverse Alphabeti-
cal Indexes. Woods Cross, Utah: GRT Publications, 2000. Call no. R 943.464 M664B and Q 943.464 M664B 
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Schenk, Trudy, Ruth Froelke and Inge Bork. The Wuerttemberg Emigration Index. 7 vols. Salt Lake City: Ances-
try, Inc., 1986 – 1998. Call no. R 943.47 S324W and 943.47 S324W. Also available on Ancestry. 

Schrader-Muggenthaler, Cornelia. The Baden Emigration Book: Including Emigration from Alsace. Apollo, Penn.: 
Closson Press, 1992. Call no. 943.46 S377B. 

 HESSEN (HESSE) 

Auerbach, Inge. Hessische Auswanderer (HesAus): Index nach Familiennamen [Hessian Emigrants: Index by 
Family Name] 2 vols. in 1.  Veröffentlichungen der Archivschule Marburg, Institute für Archivwissenschaft, 
Nr. 12. Marburg, Germany: Trautvetter & Fischer, 1987-1988. Vol. 1 : Hanau. Vol. 2 : Hessen-Kassel, 1840 – 
1850. Call no. R 973.0431 A917H 

Eisenberg, Erich, ed. Kirchenbuchverzeichnis der Evangelischen Kirche von Kurhessen-Waldeck [Index to Church 
Books of the Evangelical Church of Kurhessen-Waldeck]. Kassel, Germany: Verlag Evangelischer 
Presseverband Kurhessen-Waldeck, 1973. Call no. R 943.41 E362K 

Heinemeier, Dan C. A Social History of Hesse: Roman Times to 1900. Arlington, Va.: Heinemeier Publications, 
2002. Call no. R 943 H468S 

Minert, Roger P. Hesse Place Name Indexes: Identifying Place Names Using Alphabetical and Reverse Alphabeti-
cal Indexes. Woods Cross, Utah: GRT Publications, 2000. Call no. R 943.41 M664H and Q 943.41 M664H 

 NIEDERSACHSEN (LOWER SAXONY) INCLUDING OSTFRIESLAND (EAST FRISIA) 

See also “Marxkors Emigration Lists” under “Materials covering multiple regions” elsewhere in this guide. 

Behrens, Robert H. We Will Go to a New Land: The Great East Frisian Migration to America, 1845 – 1895.  
Mahomet, Ill: Behrens Publishing Co., 1998. Call no. R 973.04392 B421W 

Boyken, Hans-Georg and Ruth Boyken. Wo sind sie geblieben? Ostfriesen in America / Where Did they Stay? East 
Frisians in America. 6 vols. Bancroft, Iowa: Boyken & Boyken Partners, 1998. Index and abstracts of obituar-
ies from Ostfriesische Nachrichten, a national U.S. newspaper.  
Call no. R 973.04392 

DeWall, Kenneth. East Friesen Roots. Bethalto, Ill.: K.H. DeWall, 1986. Index and abstracts of obituaries from 
Ostfriesische Nachrichten, a national U.S. newspaper. Call no. R 973.04392 

Kamphoefner, Walter D. Von Heuerleuten und Farmern: Die Auswanderung aus dem Osnabrücker Land nach 
Nordamerika im 19. Jahrhundert / Emigration from the Osnabrück Region to North America in the 19th 
Century. Bramsche, Germany: Rasch, 1999. Call no. R 943.591 K15V 

Marxkors, Heinz. A selection of emigration lists from locales in the former Kingdom of Hanover to St. Libory,  
St. Clair County, Ill. under various titles. Call no. R 977.389 M392A 

A surname index is available on the finding aids counter in the Special Collections Department and on the 
Department’s website under “Index to Emigrant Volumes by Dr. Heinz Marxkors.” 

Neal, Clifford. Emigrants from the Former Amt Damme, Oldenburg (Now Niedersachsen), Germany, Mainly to the 
United States, 1830 – 1849. German-American Research Monograph. McNeal, Ariz: Westland Publications, 
1981. Call no. R 943.59 S644E. Also available on Ancestry. 

Osnabrücker Familienforschung. Periodical. Osnabrück, Germany: Der Arbetiskreis Familienforschung  
Osnabrück e. V. Inquire at the Special Collections Reference Desk. An index and the full text of some issues 
is available on the Internet at www.osfa.de. 

GERMAN GENEALOGY—REGIONAL GERMAN RESEARCH  
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Schnucker, George. The East Friesens in America: An Illustrated History of Colonies to the Present Time. 
Bethalto, Ill.: Jostens, 1986. Call no. R 973.04392 S362E and 973.04392 S362E 

 NORDRHEIN-WESTFALEN (NORTH RHINE-WESTPHALIA) 

Beiträge zur Westfälischen Familienforschung. Periodical. Münster: Westfälische Gesellschaft für 
Familienforschung. Library has volumes 22, 33, 36, 38, 41, 42 – 47 and 49 – 50. Call no. R 943.56 B423 and  
943.56 B423 

Die Bestände des Staatsarchivs und Personenstandsarchivs Detmold [Holdings of the State and Civil Archives of 
Detmold]. Reihe Archiv Führer und Kurzübersichten, Heft 3. Detmold, Germany: Staatsarchiv Detmold, 1970. 
Index to records pertaining to government, administration and citizen activities, 1100 – 1938 pertaining 
primarily to Lippe-Detmold and the districts of Detmold, Arnsberg and Münster. Call no. R 943.56 B561 

Engelbert, Günther and Ilse Kötz. Die Bestände des Personenstandsarchivs Detmold bis 1874 / 75 [Holdings of 
Civil Records in the Detmold Archives to 1874 / 75]. Veröffentlichungen der staatlichen Archiv des Landes 
Nordrhein-Westfalen: Reihe B. Archivführer und Kurzübersichten, Heft 5. Detmold, Germany, Staatsarchiv, 
1975. A guide to and holdings of the State Archives at Detmold, including church books and civil registers, 
1779 – 1874 in North Rhine-Westphalia. Alphabetical by locale. Call no. R 943.55 E57B 

Kamphoefner, Walter D. The Westfalians: From Germany to Missouri. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 
1987. Call no. 977.8 K15W 

Marxkors, Heinz. A selection of emigration lists from Westphalian locales under various titles. Call no.  
R 943.56 M392A 

A surname index is available on the finding aids counter in the Special Collections Department and on the 
Department’s website under “Index to Emigrant Volumes by Dr. Heinz Marxkors.” 

Minert, Roger. Westphalia Place Name Indexes (With Hohenzollern, Lippe, Schaumburg-Lippe and Waldeck): 
Identifying Place Names Using Alphabetical and Reverse Alphabetical Indexes. Woods Cross, Utah: GRT  
Publications, 2002. Call no. R 943.56 M664W and Q 943.56 M664W 

Vedenhalven, Fritz. Die Auswanderer aud dem Fürstentum Lippe (bis 1877) nach ungedruckten and gedruckten 
Quellen [Emigrants from the Principality of Lippe to 1877 Based on Published and Unpublished Sources]. 
Detmold, Germany: Naturwissenschaftlicher and Historischer Verein für das Land Lippe, 1980. Call no. 
943.56 V483A 

 PREUßEN (PRUSSIA), INCLUDING AREAS OUTSIDE OF MODERN GERMANY 

Prussia in General 

Verdenhalven, Fritz. Namensänderungen ehemals preußischer Gemeinden von 1850 bis 1942 (Mit Nachträgen bis 
1950): Ein Schlüssel zu den Umbennungen, Eingemeindungen und Zusammenschlüssen von Stadt und 
Landgemeinden während eines Jahrhunderts [Name Changes of Former Prussian Communities, 1850 to 1942 
(with Appendix to 1950): A Key to the Renaming, Incorporation and Integration of Communities in the 
Course of a Century]. Neustadt an der Aisch: Degener, 1971. Call no. R 943 V483N 

Brandenburg 

“Brandenburg, Prussia Emigration Records.” Database online. Ancestry. 

Minert, Roger P. Brandenburg Place Name Indexes: Identifying Place Names Using Alphabetical and Reverse 
Alphabetical Indexes. Woods Cross, Utah: GRT Publications, 2004. Call no. R 943.151 M664B 

GERMAN GENEALOGY—REGIONAL GERMAN RESEARCH  
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Ostpreußen (East Prussia) and Westpreußen (West Prussia) 

Brandt, Edward R. and Adalbert Goertz. Genealogical Guide to East and West Prussia (Ost- und Westpreußen): 
Records, Sources, Publications & Events. Rev. ed. Minneapolis, Minn.: E.R. Brandt, 2002. Call no.  
R 943 B821G 

Minert, Roger P. East Prussia Place Name Indexes: Identifying Place Names Using Alphabetical and Reverse Al-
phabetical Indexes. Provo, Utah: GRT Publications, 2006. Call no. R 943.83 M664E 

Minert, Roger P. West Prussia Place Name Indexes: Identifying Place Names Using Alphabetical and Reverse 
Alphabetical Indexes. Provo, Utah: GRT Publications, 2005. Call no. R 943.82 M664W 

Pommern (Pomerania) 

Bahlow, Hans. Pommersche Familiennamen: Ihr Geschichts- und Heimatwert [Pomeranian Surnames: Their 
Historical and Social Significance]. Neustadt an der Aisch, Germany: Verlag Degener & Co., 1982. Call no.  
R 943 B151P 

Minert, Roger P. Pomerania Place Name Indexes: Identifying Place Names Using Alphabetical and Reverse Al-
phabetical Indexes. Woods Cross, Utah: GRT Publications, 2003. Call no. R 943.17 M664P 

Spruth, Herbert. Pommern-Familien in Drucken und Handschriften [Pomeranian Families in Publications and 
Manuscripts]. Neustadt an der Aisch, Germany: Degener, 1963. A bibliography of family histories.  
Call no. R 943.21 M664K.  

 RHEINLAND-PFALZ (RHINELAND-PALATINATE) 

Braun, Fritz and Friedrich Krebs. Amerika-Auswanderer des 18. Jahrhunderts aus südpfälzischen Gemeinden 
[18th-Century Emigrants to America from Southern Palatine Communites ]. Schriften zur Wanderungs-
geschichte der Pfälzer, 8. Ludwigshafen am Rhein, Germany: Richard Louis, 1956. Call no. R 943.43 B825A 

Cobb, Sanford H. The Story of the Palatines: An Episode in Colonial History. New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 
1897. Reprint, Bowie, Md.: Heritage Books, 1988. R 943.43 C653S 

Emigrants from the West-German Fuerstenberg Territories (Baden and the Palatinate) to America and Central 
Europe, 1712, 1737, 1787. Clifford N. Smith, tr. German-American Genealogical Research Monographs, No. 
9. McNeal, Ariz.: Westland Publications, 1981. Call no. Q 943.435 S644N. Also available on Ancestry. 

Guth, Herman et al. Palatine Mennonite Census Lists, 1664 – 1793. Elverson, Penna.: Mennonite Family History, 
1987. Call no. R 943 P154 and 943 P154 

Minert, Roger. Palatinate Place Name Indexes: Identifying Place Names Using Alphabetical and Reverse Alpha-
betical Indexes. Woods Cross, Utah: GRT Publications, 2000. Call no. R 943.435 M664P 

Minert, Roger. Rhineland Place Name Indexes: Identifying Place Names Using Alphabetical and Reverse Alpha-
betical Indexes. Woods Cross, Utah: GRT Publications, 2002. Call no. R 943.43 M664R and Q 943.43 M664R 

Palatine Immigrant Journal. Periodical. Columbus, Ohio: Palatines to America. Inquire at the Special Collections 
Reference desk. 

Palatine Patter. Periodical. Columbus, Ohio: Palatines to America. Call no. R 973.0431 P154 (closed stacks) 

Pfalzisch-Rheinische Familienkunde [Palatine-Rhenish Genealogy]. Periodical. Ludwighafen am Rhein, Germany: 
Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Pfalzisch-Rheinische Familienkunde. Inquire at the Special Collections Reference 
desk. 

GERMAN GENEALOGY—REGIONAL GERMAN RESEARCH  
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Schüler, Heinz. Verzeichnis der Kirchenbücher der Archivstelle Koblenz des Archivs der Evangelischen Kirche im 
Rheinland [Index of Church Books in the Koblenz Branch of the Archives of the Evangelical Church in the 
Rhineland]. Düsseldorf, Germany: Archivestelle Koblenz d. Evang. Kirche im Rheinland, 1971. Call no.  
R 943.4 S386V 

 SACHSEN (SAXONY) AND SACHSEN-ANHALT (SAXONY-ANHALT) 

Minert, Roger P. Kingdom of Saxony (with Anhalt) Place Name Indexes: Identifying Place Names Using Alpha-
betical and Reverse Alphabetical Indexes. Woods Cross, Utah: GRT Publications, 2003. Call no.  
R 943.21 M66K 

Minert, Roger P. Province of Saxony Place Name Indexes: Identifying Place Names Using Alphabetical and  
Reverse Alphabetical Indexes. Woods Cross, Utah: GRT Publications, 2003. Call no. R 943.21 M664P 

 SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN 

Minert, Roger P. Schleswig-Holstein (with Bremen, Hamburg, and Lübeck) Place Name Indexes: Identifying Place 
Names Using Alphabetical and Reverse Alphabetical Indexes. Woods Cross, Utah: GRT Publications, 2002. 
Call no. R 943.512 M664S 

Reppmann, Joachim. Freedom, Education and Well-Being for All: North  
Germans in the USA, 1847 – 1860. Davenport, Iowa.: Hesperian Press, 1999. Call no. R 973.0431 R425F and 
973.0431 R425F 

 THÜRINGEN (THURINGIA) 

Minert, Roger P. Braunschweig, Oldenburg and Thuringia Place Name  
Indexes: Identifying Place Names Using Alphabetical and Reverse Alphabetical Indexes. Woods Cross, Utah: 
GRT Publications, 2002. Call no. R 943 M664B 

SWITZERLAND 

Neilson, Paul A. Swiss Genealogical Research: An Introductory Guide.  
Virginia Beach, Va.: Donning, 1979. Call no. R 949.4 N669S 

Schrader-Muggenthaler, Cornelia. The Swiss Immigration Book. Apollo, Penn.: Closson Press, 1993. Call no.  
R 929.373 S377S and 929.373 S377S 

The Swiss Connection. Periodical. Milwaukee: M.A. Wellauer. Call no. R 973.0494 S979. Inquire at the Special 
Collections Reference Desk. 

von Moos, Mario. Bibliography of Swiss Genealogies. Camden, Me.: Picton Press, 1993 Call no. R 949.4 M825B 
and 949.4 M825B 

GERMANS IN RUSSIA AND EASTERN EUROPE 

Engelmann, Nikolaus. The Banat Germans. John M. Michels, trans. Bismark, N.D.: University of Mary Press, 
1987. Call no. R 943 E576B 

Genealogical Guide to German Ancestors from East Germany and Eastern Europe. Joachim O.R. Nuthack and 
Adalbert Toertz, trans. Neustadt an der Aisch, Germany: Verlag Degener & Co., 1984. Call no. R 929.3 G326 
and 929.3 G326 

Journal of the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia. Lincoln Neb.: AHSGR. Periodical. Inquire at 
the Special Collections Reference Desk. 

Kaemmerer, M. Müllers Verzeichnis der jenseits der Oder-Neiße gelegenen, unter fremder Verwaltung stehenden 
Ortschaften [Müller’s Index of Places Located Within Foreign Regimes Beyond the Oder-Neiße Line]. 
Wuppertal, Germany: Post- und Ortsbuchverlag Postmeister a.D. Friedrich Müller, 1980. Call no.  
R 943 K117M. 

GERMAN GENEALOGY—REGIONAL GERMAN RESEARCH  
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Special Collections Department 
1640 South Lindbergh Boulevard 

St. Louis, Missouri 63131-3598 
(314) 994-3300 

scollections@slcl.org 
WWW.SLCL.ORG 

Miller, Michael, M. Researching the Germans from Russia: Annotated Bibliography of the Germans from Russia 
Heritage Collection at the North Dakota Institute for Regional Studies, North Dakota State University Library 
with a Listing of the Library Materials at the Germans from Russia Heritage Society. Fargo, N.D.: North Da-
kota State University, Institute for Regional Studies, 1987. Call no. Q 947 M649R. 

Reichling, Gerhard, ed. Gemeindeverzeichnis für die Hauptwohnungebiete der Deutschen außerhalb der 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland [Index to Major Areas of German Residence Outside of the Federal Republic of 
Germany], 2nd ed. Frankfurt a. M., Germany: Verlag für Standesamtswesen, 1982. Call no. R 943 G322.  

Stumpp, Karl. The Emigration from Germany to Russia in the Years 1763 to 1862. Lincoln, Neb.: American  
Historical Society of Germans from Russia, 1973. Call no. 943 S934E. 

Walters, George J. Wir wollen Deutsche bleiben / We Want to Remain German: The Story of the Volga Germans. 
Kansas City, Mo.: Halcyon House, 1982. Call no. R 947.40431 W235W  

8 / 2009 
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