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Missouri Learning Standards/GLE 

Social Studies: 6-8 American History 

1. History: Continuity and Change 

Theme 1: Tools of Social Science Inquiry 
C. With assistance, develop a research plan, identify appropriate resources for 
investigating social studies topics and create a research product which applies an aspect 
of American history prior to c. 1870 to a contemporary issue. 

 
Social Studies: 9-12 American History 

1. History: Continuity and Change 

Theme 1: Tools of Social Science Inquiry 
C. Develop a research plan, identify appropriate resources for investigating social studies 
topics, and create and present a research product which applies an aspect of United States 
history post c. 1870 to a contemporary issue.  

Activity 

Indexing with FamilySearch.org 

 Teachers can set-up a free account with Familysearch.org and select various indexing 
projects for students to learn and practice the process of indexing historical records. 

 Indexing historical records helps students learn how to read and identify old handwriting 
and utilize inquiry skills to determine what information can be learned from various types 
of historical records and documents. 

 Students will also become more familiar with primary sources and how historians can use 
and analyze them for learning about the past. 

Instructions: 

1. Go to FamilySearch.org to set-up a free account. 
2. Once you are logged into your account, you can then click on Indexing to begin tutorials 

and find projects to index. 
3. Click on Try it out, for an interactive, guided tour of the indexing process. 



4. Click on Find a Project if you are ready to begin looking for indexing projects. You can 
search projects based on location, language, and difficulty.  

Indexing Resources on FamilySearch.org 

The Help Resources Tab at the top of the Indexing page will open up a list of various 
resources for indexing. Select Indexer from the menu and you will see a list of resources for 
indexers. These resources include articles on how to get started, language and handwriting, 
tutorials, basic indexing guidelines, and FAQs.   

Supplementary Resources 

o Sample Draft Registration Card 
o Sample Birth Register Entry 
o Sample Index Card to Revolutionary War Muster Rolls  
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 U.S., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942 (front of card) 



 

U.S., World War II Draft Registration Cards, 1942 (back of card)  



 

 

Massachusetts, Birth Records, 1840-1915 



 

Massachusetts, Revolutionary War, Index Cards to Muster Rolls, 1775-1783 


