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Figure 1: Part of a 1926 Missouri death cefrtificate wit

A Grave Undertaking

Mi s s @&urFii r st Bl ack Female Licensed Embal mer

When researching African American St. Louis ancestor
who handled their funerals. Undertaking is a sol emn
ing event slightly more bear abiwh. o Aaserseucthh,e ypoeuo prhaey w
ancessthody ?

The St. Louis Burial I ndexes, compiled by the St. L
ing the mortuary that attended a burial. Mi ssouri di
this information (Figure 1), but seeing a name does
the 20th century in St. Louis, there were dozens of

choose a specific one?

Funerals were a deeply personal event, and many Afri
by fellow African Ameiciuddamug.alFwyneradluedi feoat drheiwe rae
or their dead with diodmimiy hangpgt heé8)reduwi ¢ihtee cmage orft
i n St. Loui s, many of them became | eaders or strong
business, and the relative financi al stability of f
even as they were expanding their own businesses. T

endeavors to work contracts for Bl ack businesses.
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One such funeral director was A. L
(Figure 2). Born in Tennessee, o St |
to Ilive with her father, Al berf had mov
and spent the next thirteen ye S d and
his dream of opening his own pt embe
opened A. L. Beal Undertaking Lucas
3) .
When Birdie Beal received her se in
the first Black female in the roi The
t hatis shheessfully passed the redg i on bef
examiners in November [ 19%14a]s sa to renc
to loga@8teslLouis Argus, 26 March hen, be
whatff d-t B@aessbal ming service ent a hal f
century?
The Rise of Embalming in the U.S.
Prior to the increased urbani zi tter h e
final disposition of human r e nie {al |y h:
Family members would wash, dr ess and bury or entom
themselves. But with the risinlgdidurcusdit rPihgaltdgzaeh oof B
. . with he i ploma.| St. .Lou
|l oved one was increasingly OUtSJOul.ll]reCﬁgdg_5go proflessi once
er s. Undertakers were called sueh—beeadvse—t+Hey und
tasks of removifihgne itatlhirs ipregatdi. ngMangndunder -
takers had careers as carpenters or |ivery owner s,
horse and buggy (Figure 4).
When the handling of remains
met hods were employed that wou
day. Prior to the American Ci\
did not typically adhere to t
met hod of preserving the dead.
tion included placing bloidneeds
cof fins, and, at wor st , usi n
fist r udMhuirle. chemi cal embal ming
in Europe throughout the 19th
1860s that American doctors ar
the practice.
Dr . Thomas H®&9®gs i@cl8flrrequent
Figure 3:6 AestLabIBiesahment aﬁ:%bb@rLUQJS A meorf iog a rh i esmbcaol nntirni go u
field. He introduced met hods o
NEWS AND THPSTORY AND GENEALOGY AT ST. LOWYI S



PastFc

H  Uutertakers, || | Livery, Sale and Boarding Siables|
o G e ) ABERCROMBIE ARTHUR

Alewel Frederick W.1016 N, 6th < 1100 8t Ange av.

A Alexander & Crum, 1308 Waahmgxon av.
HJALEWEL HENRY, s

Amend John, 1407 N, Bth g
. 2019 Franklinav. . Amend John, jr. 1800 St. Lonis av.
Amend John, 1407 N. 9th- -

. Arnot Jesse, 903 to 913 Chestnut { A
_‘Beiderwilden Casper, 2502 N. 18tk

s et b

Koo

SN

Bensiek John C. 1022 N, 6th :
Bohle Louis C. 410 N. 6th and 612 N, 11th

[ TR 22 bed

L P e e

Figure 4: 188086 SDi.reotudosy Goludwi ng an undertaker wh al so ow

the invention of his own embal ming solution. The emb
War due to the over whedbmnidingsnadd erotphregs anva galrdingr
deaths often taking place very far from home, the ch
ing family. This was significant as the more basic m
of the south, and some railroads began forbidding th
(I'n the interest of comfort, the details of prepari:rt

interested in reading contempofld@8r g Thé&t WMmdaewiatt a i esr Dir.e
able on Project Gutenberg.)

While there were benefits to the rise of embal ming d
Due to the high number of fatalities and the unprepa
vul tures to swoop in and take advantage. There were
War due to their all too com

537‘%"52’/&5"2’ deceased soldier and then off

ﬂp/ﬁ!'?cpﬂ ﬁ/b@a/ﬁ/g/fﬂ for a price. Embal mers were

exorbitant fees for their se
tempted to justify the costs
geons were ordered away from
they had been doing most of
most compl aints.

Af ter t he Civil War , embal m
through the undertaking c¢commu
icaly trained individuals began to withdraw from embalm -

ing. The service was taken ov
Figure 5: Emmrnrpéeec‘)mkfbd:alerr,el|pn(édo|nca| experlence, and who
strategically placed boxes keep body .cool e - .
fore butpal//patents.gooqgl q. %'oﬁ]/epsatérpt/LJ@ldOQ)rSéﬁk| ng establi
t ypiecdaulcaftaronembal mers was cu
ered by touring individuals
techniques, hol ding sessions which | asted from three
these sessions, and occasionally examinations were |

i mposed rules and regul ations on those who wanted to
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Mi ssour i established its own
with the passage of bil l No.
wishing to be |icensed to s
Board, pay a fee of $5 (abou
examination. The examinati on
knowl edge of the venous and &
science of embal ming, and sa
pect s. By 1900, courses at t
embal ming | asted for an aver .
even had its own mortuary sc
Figure 6: To determine the |eG®bdteg@neesfs EmMmbeanb i Michg, whi ch 1
some businesses displayed s b i e S0 me § it me
without permlssHblns)patSth,Lébmé)I)Arpqgg P f9(030- Tt \ﬁ/as from
ucatlon in the science
Beal Undertaking
Be@l status as a Black embal mer was further enhanced
wr ot @, t he East the need of having a woman to prepare
supplied there. Though the want has been felt in St.
Beal to become the pioneer and embark ino(Bée.cablisg
gus, 8 January 1915). While it was not out of the o
encroached on the sensibilities of contemporary soci
perhaps | ent assurances of respectful conduct to gri
Beal ran the funer al home with her father Al bert unt
until the 1980s. According to the St. Louis Burials
dertaking buried upwards of 2,000 people, most of th
Par k, Friedens Cemetery, Washington Par k, and Greenw
of thanks from the bereaved who mentioned t&hefiungmalt
including Beal Undertaking (Figure 7).
Unde!rcs Béabdershll p-, Beal Und e CARD OF THANKS |t he ¢
American communities of St . I. the bereaved wife of James|| of W 8
home sourced all its work colf Wade take this method to ““’-1"“- busi n
. friends and relatives for sympathy |
Argus, 20 June 1947%. nlehrbser v shown during illness and death of !
Urban League of Metropol i tan|my dear husband, I wish o tlmnkl_artis
i ; the pastor for his consoling remarks, I .
Organ.zatlon ,th,at almed. to e also friends for floral designs and A, L cans
securing ecednamice,seslofci al eq| L Beal Undertaking Co. for efficient j ght s
also served on the National service rendered. |t he F
Association, and was given al “is 8 L Wade wife ... b memt
board of the National Negr o Fuynae+rat Dbi+reetors—ASSsSOCI
: : ; j e : Ca of .-t ha . S
that. organi zatlon,. i n 1.956, %e&%gt.c%pdlsbf\mgeursthll %@l_eré
American funer al directing clommunity donated $1, 000
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gomery | mprovement As Gl ; S
boycott in Montgomer | Birdie Beal Anderson; Owned Mortuary
Mar ch 1956 ) . A funeral for Birdie Beal Anderson, Anderson served as president until

owner of A.L. Beal Funeral Homes she retired in 1984. She remained
Inc., in St. Louis, will be held at 1 p.m.  chairman of the board.
Be al passe d away in 1 Sunday at Central Baptist Church, In 1976, Mrs. Anderson received a |y _
. . 2843 Washington Avenue. Burial will  50-year Embalming Certificate from
dertakin g business W g hein St Peters Cemetery. the Missouri State Embalmers and
N Mrs. Anderson, 90, of St. Louis, died  Funeral Directors, She was a former
daughter, Vor a Th @égmphsy gaturday at Farmington Mineral president of the association and for-
i Medical Center in Farmington, Mo., mer director of its ladies’ auxiliary.
band Charles S Wi l's d nfferla heart attack. She belonged to various trade or- S
after ltse rd eneotshh.e eB evd Ic e Mrs. Anderson is recognized as the  ganizations, the Urban League of
. . first black licensed female embalmer  Metropolitan St. Louis and the Na-
can Ameri can communil in Missouri. tional Association for the Advance-
Mrs. Anderson’s father, the late Al-  ment of Colored People.
1997 ! Bea ﬁNa Blo rotniea r(yf hertrﬁ, Beal, founded the mortuary in Surviving are two grandchildren;
homes t hat recei ved d 1913, After his death in 1929, Mrs. and two great-grandchildren. t he
remains of those poor SsSouls wWho were 1 nterred at
the Washington Park Clgemgd ery: jUsti e@dsbpi®hatddagd ygdddsept
p oor( tS't LDuspaPobt 10 |Bearl yv98M98). This
contract was granted during Phase 2 of Camber
Air@omwtor Kk i n relocating graves tha®Gt ckstvi cedGegr dihepgd
was part&ofi nteamhérotn to give more respect to the dec:¢
wor k, conducted to clear ground for a MetrolLink exte
|l ies |l ost track of their ancestors, with noDispgatcah i
al so reported that an archaeddoozgeinsst ofn vibod drieeds wfi rt chm tth
them f odanmdonthhag, t he use of heavy machinery for disin
coffins (®i sphouoghs Bo#&pr il 1997) . When Beal Mortuar )
were in place to better ensure the safety of those b
Laid to Rest
Beal Undertaking was not the only African American f
served the Black community, and can bds fpoausntd. iBwtb uBe:
taking was one of the first Black undertaking busine
rooms, friendly faces, and community outr&®aotwnhet ptd
the first Black female | icensed mrombadimetry.,i namd,s s r i
ed, she was a pioneer in the funerary community and
Ref erences
Habenstein, R. W. , Lamer s, W. M. (1962). The history
Il nc. Mi | waukee, WI
Hi st or yNet (2006). The wunderwakeh st oo eddutralmgt & & e
dur-i meemer-¢c icaimb / ?f
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Further Reading

Al'l the Living and the Dead by Hayl ey Campbell

Grave Matters: A Journey through the Modern Funeral
Last Rites: The Evolution of the American Funeral by
Smoke Gets In Your Eyes by Caitlin Doughty

To Serve the Living: Funer al Directors and the Afri
H&G)

Ot her resour ces

The Missour.i Division of Professional R e gaicsttirvaet iloinc el
including those for funerpal mbi rgee/ dm aheacsteifeumea ap est

Non-Active Status Licensee Search Results
Disclaimer: If you are unable to locate the individual for whom you are searching, please contact the appropriate
licensure board or the Division of Professional Registration.

County Name: St. Louis City
Profession Name: Funeral Establishment R
Search Criteria: Name = beal Go to page ‘ ‘

5 records found - you are viewing page 1 of 1 total pages

# lLicensee Name Profession City, State Detail
1 |Al Beal Funeral Homes Inc [Funeral |st. Louis MO |petail
]l Beal Funeral Homes Inc Funeral Establishment |st. Louis MO [Detail

L Beal Mortuary Inc Funeral Establishment |saint Louis MO Detail

Al Beal Undertaking Co Inc [Funeral Establishment |saint Louis MO DDetail

al Undertaking Inc Funeral Establishment saint Louis MO petail
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Looking for

more information on your St. Louis ancestong? H
funeral home records on microfil m:
Ambruster

Ambruster, Edith E.

Ambruster, Robert J.
Ambruster, Wm.

Bauman Col onial Chapel

Bopp
Croghan Chapel
Cullen and Kelly
DeMoor

, Len/ Tom Murray Monument Co.

Donnelly, Arthur J.
Fendl er

Gebken
Ge b k-Ben z
Hof f mei st er
Howar d, Edward F. and Sons
Howard, Joseph A.
Par¥émdri ch
Peet z
Robert, Wm. J.
Schuma$imiet h
Smith and CroghAnN
Smith, Jay B.
Smith, Jay B.
Sout hern
Wei ck Bros.

(obituar:i

Schumacher Chapel

Funeral home records can often contain geneal ogical infojirma
can usually be found on the death certificate. |If yoomgearece:
alogical society for information about records. For a detailed list of H&G St. Louis funeral home records, years covered, and
microfilm

rolhlermrumibber surcllicekwep form, click
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Thursday, February 2, 6:00 p
Do you want to research your
doih know where to start? Thi
sics of geneal ogical researc
resources for African Americ
through History & Geneal ogy
I n celebration of BIlRedki sHirsat

requ.i red

Exploring FamilySearch. org

Monday, February 5, 6:30 pm,
Famil ySearch. org is a free w
of records for geneal ogy and
how to search for ancestor s,

advant age of ot hkReqglifstart aitriesn

Beginning African American R

Tuesday, February 13, 2:00 p
Do you want to research your
doinh know where to start? Thi
sics of geneal ogical researc
resources for African Americ
through History & Geneal ogy
I n cel ebration of BIlRedki sHtirsat

requ.i red
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Latin Handwriting 1: Introdu
Latin Handwriting 2: Latin G
Latin Handwriting 3: Googl e
Latin Handwriting 4: How to
Latin Handwriting 5: Latin D
Lati n HandwtEintgil i g h6 :Dilcatiiomar
Latin Handwriting 7: The Cat
Latin Handwriting 8: Diziona
I'taliani
Latin Handwriting 9: Latin
Latin Abbreviations
Latin Handwriting 10: Parish
Cl ihcekf ®or t hese and ot her Fami
anno Oryuncsy déﬁ‘”cz‘l:r
&mhk ’ﬁw

O
QE FamilySearch

The St. Louis County Librar
their November 20, 2023 mee
hours in 2024. Starting Jand
wi || close at -Bh060s dayn. Rroa
branches were open uhhuils ®ay
other |ibrary hours remain t
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easier time applying for their
Groves city buil dli9n9g6 paerreminosw f
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p er nmietrse
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Lookup service

H&G can provide photocopi es,

l'i brary materials from index

specific citation:

T Up to 30 pages from one bog
journal issue. Staff can al
contents and index pages.

T Microfil med records

T Print outs from database r ¢
the database at home.

T Pl ease wrslei néhel ook utpo rewhinis
requests.

*Some items may be temporard.i

construction

Print collection

More than 27,000 books in th

The entire collecti &oni §nienc

Books with cadd meigribrgRo&ir teth at

avail able to check out. Patr

calli-6g-3d33aa.

*Some items may be temporar.i
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Research guidance

H&G staff members can provid

phone.
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2024 VIRTUAL FAMILY HISTORY CONFERENCE

" EXPANDING POSSIBILITIES

16-18 MAY

NATIONAL
k)] NEALOGICAI
SOCIETY®

Hi story & Genealogy at the St. Louis Coultpobkbratyeics i
Past Piog tpaabl i shed by Historl|y
St . Louis County Library The St. Louis County Library h
Subscrshbel adbrogCprseéemptoransd palssite. The History & Geneal ogy
be downloaded rom the web. i ngRersear ch o&nd etithiespt ory & 0Gen
Contact us Unfortunately, some of the H&G
H . A | ing the upgrade process. Pl eas
i story ene ogy .
St Louis County Library ing SLCL technology team wor ks
Temporary Loc a i on: Dani el BotraCk. Pl ease c0-99-a800 H&IG @.en
300 Clarkson R gy@sl cl .org for help locating
ElIlisville, MO 63011
318993300 UNDER
geneal ogy@s! cl org CONSTRUCTION
slcl.org/geneal ogy 'l"l,l"’
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nalh el Bganpiye Hi st ory of the Bicyc
Tuesday, February 20, 6:00 pm,
mébbok usa fpor tamb | eex pdaonroant i folnati-n
ndr oeglhtur bgst hercaddiitoownaf 1t he
wownrd ed isg itthaalt atrrcdn syfeor med mobi |
powered contraptions to the s
today. RAdulst s ati on required

Cl ihcekf ®r all SLCL progr ams.
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https://www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/genealogy/scanning-kits
https://www.slcl.org/events/bumpy-history-bicycle
https://www.slcl.org/events-classes
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THI' S MONTH IW HJ] SOCI ETY SECTI| ON
In the fall of 1763, a busipdsms 1wa3s8,f ammed xb-bbaweenaGPd 0lb&k
Antoine de St. Maxent and Piheormees, Lhalr Mde busgiueessts,esTlred al
search was then on for a suif &l éheodanigenous B5&8eVONEIEOmMP:
ng fur trading operations. AniR|l&Vatk@Uias eanNnédnt h e Rvarisity sGaq!
of the Mississippi River, southVvér eRd EenmedegOOMYNi f h&smpy
sippi and Missouri Rivers, wa&OoVielenttheijreghardshd it itdroedi |
transportation, the area also @Midi @S¢ uf YT Gh&S . nafgdr MSy &4 dp |
forested areas and grasslandsWhioqh Mmakg FRst | FekhY i Coymlcy &
decl ar edmitghhat bietc o me, hereaf edre,Stbrq.@/ehbzP'nttehe finest
cities ion Ameri ca. Do you have Perry County, Mi s s
your family treeRelfysBGourheckt
The settl ement was named St. IHo wit ® rii wfad o Swico gt y&K$s hyg, Loan ke X
of France, who ruled from 122>eatre¢hi12a0d ®Meraas a devout
Cat holic who iBaasOblbat ear Wadd& OIﬂerﬁérﬁ@Jri,ngsometimes when resea.
the site began ®&nD&wn, nf7 645l byotgy-!-it@e'b_e%? to go local!
stepson, Auguste Chouteau, and thirty settlers. The street
plan produced by Lacl de for| the early sed on that
New Orleans, included a publlic corrido|l_z feet fronti
the river, 3 long avenues running par alf bl ock sizes
240 by 300 ft. And the rest,|as they s g Story!

Join RootsTech Online f

Your Story Is Worth Remembering ¢ 29 February-2 March 2024

WORLD'S LARGEST GENEALOGY CONFERENCE

Registration fdrs Roo pemd 20214
Onlinepgrosron nin Salt Lake City)
200+ new online sessions in over 26 | anjgua
Join keynote sessions |live from the comforft o
Chat online with other attendees worl dwi d
Get digital syllabi and class handout]s
St. Louis County Library is a FamilySearch A
NEWS AND THPSTORY AND GENEALOGY AT ST. LOWYI S


https://lutheranmuseum.com/
https://lutheranmuseum.com/
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/registration/online/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAr8eqBhD3ARIsAIe-buPMHB_ao6u_s8m9Zr3cZnTSygASTV3fJScc9RxTMSSRMDxokX2QavwaAmEPEALw_wcB

Past PAGE 4

Ancestry Library EAG

Ancestry Library Eanyiofn tclaeen Dte. ulseud reatnColuenst.y TLh ibsr adayt ab as
begin or continue yoYou gneanye ad soeg ya rpeushelaircc hcomput er or bring
branch whéifeorCimock information on the following St.
Bridgeton Trails Bra Mer amec Vall ey Branch
3455 McKel vey Rd. 1501 San Simeon Way
Bridgeton, MO 63044 Fenton, MO 63026
Clark Family Bumadeh d{ahdisre Mi-€ounty Branch
1640 S. Lindbergh 7821 Maryl and Ave.
St. Louis, MO 63131 Clayton, MO 63105
Cliff Cave Branch Natur al Bri dge Branch
5430 Telegraph Rd. 7606 Natur al Bri dge Rd
St . Loui s, MO 63129 St Loui s, MO 63121
Dani el Boone Branch Oak Bend Branch
300 Clarkson Rd. 842 S. Hol mes Ave.
ElIlisville, MO 6301 St. Louis, MO 63122
Eureka Hills Branch Parkview Branch
500 Wor kman Rd. 8400 Delport Dr.
Eur ek a, MO 63025 St . Loui s, MO 63114
FI ori ssant Vall ey Br Prairie Commons Branch
195 New Florissant R 915 Utz Ln.
Fl ori ssant , MO 6303 Hazel wood, MO 63042
Grand Gl aize Branch Rock Road Branch
1010 Meramec Station 10267 St . Charl es Rock
Manchester, MO 6302: St . Ann, MO 63074
Grant's View Branch Samuel C. Sachs Branch
9700 Musick Rd. 16400 Bur khardt Pl .
St Loui s, MO 63123 Chesterfield, MO 63017
Jamestown Bluffs Bra Thornhil I Br anch
4153 N. Hi ghway 67 12863 Willowyck Dr
FIl ori ssant , MO 6303 St . Loui s, MO 63146
Lewis & Clark Brancl Weber Road Branch
9909 Lewis and Cl ark 4444 Weber Rd.
St . Loui s, MO 63136 St Loui s, MO 63123

NEWS AND THPSTORY AND GENEALOGY AT ST. LOYI
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https://www.slcl.org/hours-and-locations
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