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Finding Femal es
of Probate

March i & Wiomdmry mont h. @] n

chall enges genealogists fa ance

due to a |l egal doctrine o kno

icouvefsamet i mécso vep ltoluedk r t

ited the rights fihate ol tav grat

woman) and transferred the

Under <couvertur e, a marrie to p

real property, could not o ness,

|l itigate matters in court. d in

l etter SepFrabley 204d9 Wi Dée

Recor ds Undoewh i €dv etrhtourroeu g h

feme Govent property right ouver

and where one might | ocate[ra womanm rtecordged 1T m]jdeed
A group of wome from the Peck
1900. Courtesy of an H&G staff

Couverture and Probate

As a married woman could not own personal or real pi

al | property in the relationship belonged to the hu

would there be documentation produced related to the

If a married woman was hatmeaer tthieare xteltatt e o xo okkd ame I3
from the role and replaced with a male administrator
married women could not ser vief oadsl oami ngx echwet orataff i amt
ment on August 18th, 1920.

The first state to grant married women property rig

retaining |l arge plantations within a family, was (gr e
of property to transfer from their daughters to thei
women in Mississippi could have probate records as &€
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Mi ssourii was not so protective of its wealthy |l ando
(personal property) wuntil 1875, and not to real prop
state Supreme Cbeeteruvulblsed Strt(dHB8adbse®fl88)jiitshawi ©iper
prospectively only, and not otherwise, unl ess upon

plainly and uoRmrs traksaebd ryc hagprpse awi.t h f emal e ancestors
before 1889 belonged to her husband, but property ir

esting court cases to resolve inheritance.

As you can see, the doctrine of couverture impacts r
kansas, for example, spentés 3Br oypearrtsy arriggihi tngg. olvre rl1 a0
tion which would permit women to inherit. I't | ater ¢
gutted this in 1854. It was again passéd bbey utnhte |l elg
married women in Arkansas tCtaomnud df icloemsfi et ept blyaboen Bet

from-1188644, andl 87r3o0 nwvhle8&r6e0 you mi ght find some probate

The civil | aw which is practiced in Louisiana was hi
the right to a will, but her husband held usufryuct o
bel onging to another for a |Iimited duration. I f a wi
by that will wuntil his decease.

With this in mind, as we explore finding female ance
the probate practice differently. One state may have
ferent from amotdree .siTzheerfeits all in the world of col

Just because married women could not have probate re
femal e ancestors. Probate records areiamdnfemhbemost
be found hiding in the | ast place you would think to

Where there is a Wil

Wills are the most commonly known and understood do¢
searchers because they are primary source document s;
before their decease.

Wills are often formulaic; | awyers would produce the
relationships and transfers of pr ofserrtdyc.opMloesst ooff tthhee
documents. Sometimes there are transcription errors
with a wealth of geneal ogical information.

As we know, state | aws governi ngdgs prriogohetr ttyo oawvnweirlslih.i pA
off emeowad enot treated so poorly. A feme sole possess
to her married counterparts: she possessed a right t
|l itigati on, and could file a wil!l or have her estate
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Based on what we know about couverture, the majority
As it was extrem2O0tyhuoemtmmown Wwoemermprto go unmarried,
exists because she is a widow. An example of such a
Book 1, Pg. 15 filed the 26th April, 1818:
| |
/(IJ//J’L// \) ‘jl:9 'f e o (rd/./‘lfl 10 4L e
ai- cwn\JZ///&, =) J&A?u/{u{( w/y/‘ﬂg/uw/u
o gt st ol i ,,,fifi{"';’;f‘,f”’/,éLast Will of Barbara Smith, dec
flt./l( /J//L/’rdi/;ffe el dre, /:. Petcicerecl caecl foicee! I n t h € name o f Go d ’ A me n — l B a
0,4/ /,l/,/,,‘, “M"d/”%/'"%"/f Wayne County, Ohi o, beli ng weak
//m,//r/““ / c,fmfwf,u .;(rf;a/msound and perfect mind/ and memo
/,zs.,,am Ll ot Vetatiewr At A PUDL i sh this my | ast wlil] and t
'7/"5~*"’/ ’?Z/?;/“”’/“//ﬂ“/“’/ner and form following|[ (that is
/fayz/:/qaudq/frfﬁ// I e e R fr 7‘/:,15 beq ueat h to my Dau g ht elr Mar gar e
J}t’/ﬂ?‘%aﬁ;ﬁ}n’uﬂ fr(’???l!J (cﬁ/__ :n/’l/({l n,u e X p enses an d I e g al d e bt S ar e p a
= {fﬁJ"(’/f’:’;”/;‘”}‘ o o “" my money and property [of whatso
:Ajé“/,'f/‘““ e Z{;/:a‘%/ 2 be _ And lastly | do hlereby app
(lld’Jfl’fcfﬂy lltéé[tﬂa wr.lu[auuﬁl[w a&cubuae ceel) my Son SOI e exeCUt Or f thl s my
e ;J;M,;mg,:,;; :;@m _ In witness whereof I| have her
/%Lyw,wﬁh/%/ugw e )/ and seal the twenty silxth day o
Jf?mf.j// .My,_ham.(jm,,,./ 5 Qur Lord, One t housand]|, Eight h
! een. _
| Barbara Smith
__ﬁSigned, Seal ed, published and d
named Barbara Smith ol be her |
ment in the presence off us who
scribed our names as wlitnesses
the Testator _ Val entf|fine Smith
Elizabeth Richards her| mar k, I s
We can ascertai® Wrbm Barbaera Bmitbf evidence. First
is 1818 and Barbara is naming children. I f we were |

probate related to her husband prior to 1818 somewhe

Anot her interesting psBedaughtevi Mangar et whati Barkarce
estate. Such a disbursement suggests that Margaret i
When examining such document s, it is always importar
this particular record, Valentine Smith is not only
Val et daeghter, married to Leonard Richards.

Anot her son, Ni chol as Smith, is named executor. The
boundaries of Wayne County, Ohio. Nicholas might eve
Speaking of the executor, while married women coul d
will. This is most common in the case of their husba

executrix of his estate.
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I n cases where a testator named a married woman
a d mi

mini strator appointed through | etters of
common | aw and therefore she could not be

The rights of married women to serve as executrix
property rights. As @§du wanrnduot vyeaurf yr essheaar cthh,e y oeug a

exec
ni strat
the execut

or

the time a probate record was filed with the probate
Wills are availba%h |ocef f@osrnartoeusy.hlllyyr bl number . They are
where the proper disbursement of real property is ne
significant personalty.
Because wills were &Goallwanis elddestn prhedtri cues atgee,| dak f o
estates went through the probate procesé tfhdmre fa Iwid
dodisnmean hefr gottahrowghnpr obate when she was a widow
Probate Case Files
To initiate the probate process, a petition is filedc
quests of a will. If a person died intestate, ddrat i
was intestate, or an executor failed to carry out l
generally a family member or friend who applied for
Al t hough it was rare that a womiint wooodldd baen df oduindd h anp
ple, EIliza Starry, widow of Jacob Starry, requests |
April 1851:
To the Register of Wi |ls Lec
Adams.
Eliza Starry
widow of Jacob Starry Lat
ship deceased. Hereby waiyv
of Administrati dn Bosft ahteer s a
and desires and requepts th
be granted to George E. St a
Township in said County.
Eliza Starry her mark
Apr 19th 1851
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Probate Case files generally include the letters
documenting the handling of the case, and&print
, notice to creditors, et c.
found within the case files wildl be the invento
and in many cases a disbursement of chattel t h
stors, these three types of records can be rife
ntory
y estate involving personal property would go th
s all personal property (chattel) belonging to t
ntories do not provide a ton of geneal@®gleakl ian
th. We might befabteupatidenhebyi nkeiar pehsogs or d
e is |limited geneal ogical wvalue within the inven
ver , because the inventory was carried out on t
se of the deceased party witnessing the inventor
er first name.
exampl e, in the estate of James McGinley, fileo

Nl ey signs thenameeappegar sMandgentey shmae edt hemadplt a

er

name on the probate is the only surviving pro

(L s ! a,)ﬁ fioils
Mﬁla)ﬂamdaae/ﬁﬂ %/“j%&m% | t:'%‘?f‘“ﬁ‘ﬁ F"M f;‘?
%Md‘j_ f%ﬁ-’&ﬁu/d %@lt &D 19@4,.14 ity i Ohie )(ﬁ‘ﬁ& Sl jj ?‘«‘_‘;:S
%ﬂn e @WM‘&}MM— f:/'g%n% 5 :‘igji
fw/ ren el aﬁluu&)ﬁmﬁﬂ = '[ ioh
Lore ad@-/na‘tm_— mm‘@ %Ww V"Z"?/‘jﬁw;{[& :‘Ef{
Ho s Only s 9o ol offoreid) 5 1 T
l./k‘z /za'c.: @af/ﬂéﬂ) @ | ‘Z’i‘)éfw Y ;‘a-ﬁ._j‘
i (’/ﬂmf 200
rren /@ (a A6 a;lfi&a Be PR
‘.7 + 77 M?‘Jrf.--)/fm/j VR L P R )
M%M W Pl i ~bhe0-0
i W ,‘/;J" as. o PR D
ok O A (pf ?ﬁg
We Whose names are her[eunlt oas‘éw/ig@céwq*bfg;d two of
the next of kin unto t|lhe Dezx.:,%v{,aosl/w., a{.‘:u(ges Maginl ey
do hereby Certify that We-WéSJE;,{:B TEsén when the
within Appraisment and Inve(iﬁﬁé c)%réqfhhad and
taken and that we do Appr|ove: Jof fn&’th “§Jlamme Only we
~ A hs ~Fedd lﬂ(’}{ Pl
do not appromebeinghapl}ﬂeguns,f}’nﬂ wutprﬁ_
al | Given under our hgnds t;falfjf;gf@«,day Q;?zz,1769
William Withrow T oy A i
Mar garet Maginley her |marlk %:ﬁm{bwj_;};%,/],
7k
Siguihlesit i MJA :
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hough they are not present in every case file, ec
ate Case Files. Once an inventory of an estate wa
raise money to pay the debts and distribute finan
es including the item, name of the purchaser and

s |l edger for Philip Smith, Jefferson County, Ohio
d. Among the individuals pa#hahwasi valpmoeparwRi amhea
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Recei pts and Ledgers

As creditors and debtors of the estate were paid or

tor or administrator. Just as in the case of the es

family, and for purposes d@fhafw.ndi ng females specific

Final Settl ements

Once a probate case has been completed, there wildl k

be found &n Clolueg tQr pflbpark County, Pennsylvania, 24th Ma
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May Twenty fourth 1791 Present William Scott, Jgcob D
Came into Court Ann McFarren | ate widow and administr
and John Agnew and William McClean administatorg of t
Admini stration whereby there appears a Ballance|of On
pence in their hands which being Considered by the Co
This settlement statement is a unique document as it
probate. It is important to remember that probate ca
ments from the estate. The dloxztuenewitdewadamrd 4 dmitniAitinr
|l ey dég¢celagedoul d be easy t o makéds tnhaei dneins tmaakme .t haltt Mc:
has remarried and is now a feme covEreés§bodthenaowasi ¢ hte
administratrix and John Agnew and William McLean ha
begin |l ooking for a marriage for Ann McGinley somet.
Concl usi on
Al t hough the doctrine of couverture | imited what cou
dence out there to miné&g faccemsrsed or g .obaAlet wasgh i vnd me
records to aid researchers in the search for their

ancestors.

Coming Soon!

St. Louis @ uHitsyt drivbr&arGeneal ogpPi Depattmechi heas dJheewite
digitized records including Missouri yearbooks, St Loui
certificates, maps, and atlases. The site will conjtinue

w3 st of
Museum,, alerary

This program is supported by a digital i maging grant unideetred hbeyj ptrhoevi si
Mi ssouri State Library, a division of the Offic of t he
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One of the essential tool sPfoe@n8kKewlLAli as ascfeat handi resam@d c
soupuhlished in 1878. The atl as wad2 3p)r.o druictezdmabny wausl ibuosr nP |itnz
United States in 1854. He was educated as a topographicall a
Civil War. He | ater served as the St. Louis County Surveyor
Louis area.

Pit z&Bnaamt |l as shows | andowners and was created from actual] su
Hi story & Genealogy at the St. Louis County Library. The H¢
Louis Genealogical Society. The atlas can also be&viDéegédadn

| ect idingi tadl . shsmo. org/digital/collection/fpl:
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Il ri sh Catholic Parish Records
Tuesday, March 12, 2:00 pm, Vi
Learn facts about Irish Cathol
and how to use them to researc
Registration required
Cl asse.io .o
Thursday, March 14, 6: 30 pm, V
What exactly is DNA and how is
r O r Learn about the basics of gene
analyzing your DNA with tool s
AdulRtegsi stration required
The following History & Geneag
grams are offered for March P
StL Geneal ogy
Monday, March 25, 6:30 pm, Vir
Llac: Trocaures @i i, LlLeowl s Learn where to find resources
Monday, March 4, 6:00 pm, OakIived in St. Louis, including
f you grew up in the St. I_Oudire_ctories, deat h r@g’&[errastyag
Join Denni-mutbidr omf, téoestheTvr g &dUui red
ures of St. Lowas, h&etakdsEdp
down memory | ane. Relive the : ; ; -
I i shments | i keRitthe DAdertirr,aIG,raI:TncomIng IS AL
Club | mperial, Bowling for Dp 1 sc
be signed copies of the book| Apri-2622s National Preservatt ol
gi ft! RAdubtsation required
Using the Missour i® H.iosctadr iHdiaslt o
Finding Femal e Ancestors Geneal ogy I ndex
Wednesday, Mar ch 6, 6: 30 pm, Monday, April 22, 2: 00 pm, Oak
Coverture was a |l egal doctrin f 8
marriled weman (ifeme eevert) Basic Conservation and Cleani%
ords of female ancestors can Tuesday, April 23, 2:00 pm,ICI
knowl edge about how to resear
Women' s Hi shAdulfRteMonstihati on rle
This Smells Like Basement! Rec
Old Family Documents
Beginning Geneal ogy Research Wednesday, April 24, 6:30 pm,
Thursday, March 7, 2:00 pm, P
I f you have |little or no resP i st Families of St. Louis c |
for you. Learn aboyt t he geneThursday, April 25, 2:00 pm,he\/
many resources available thrp
the St. Louis County Library | t s
Registration required Preservation @ Florissant Vall
Friday, Aprill: 0206 ,pn,0:FlOrains sant
NEWS AND THPSTORY AND GENEALOGY AT ST. LOWYI S


https://www.slcl.org/events/lost-treasures-st-louis-0
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-finding-female-ancestors
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https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-irish-catholic-parish-records
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Do you have ancestors from Beplgigbkm?sa AnrG&stiry has just add-
ed the following new records| sets:

|l taska Street in St. Louis is

Hai naut Province, Belgium Birh&skoamst e dmWHpbofamar tpheeart m Miencn.e s o
ords,196&ZM French), 214,446 [réebvfag of the Mississippi Rive

Namur , Bel gium Birth, Marri gge and Death Records, 1585
1920 n Frencrhgcor3dis 853

FI emi sh Brabant, Bel gi um Birtlln_!OI\J-arIriDié\eYang |5th$ UQBCE

ords,-19500 161, 977 records

Al | branches of St . Loui s

t he
Liege, Bel gium Birth, Marr—iagseunadrhq, D&at hh Regords, a1650p2ring
1920, 443,142 records

Ant wer p, Bel gi um, Birth, Ma r L
1914, 1,rlex%,rxds&1 O

Brussels, Belgium Birth, Marf } 9
1910, 1,r&,rd64 The Whiskey Milking Case: The
Whi skey Hei st
Li mburg, Belgium Birth, Marrl|li Several dates and branches 3
1918, 67,585 records Explore the notorious heistthet h
ot audacious theft of whiskkegsddo
1%5& Jack Daniels warehouse and the
the empvuerAdul ts. Registration r
Women in the Archive

Several dates and branches

stories of remarkabl e women th
around meaningf ul objects. Bri
The St. Louis County LibrarlyhBegapfy ofwhlgtusdrees fvaoniieldy antei r
their November 20, 2023 meeftijmg nt @ hadjdystcuSkFfbnbhbangh eser

hours in 2024. Starting Januadwe r2l:02k0e2d? @Raldr ®dLiCkePTr 3 pC hyoSme

will close at -Bh00sdayn. MoawdiggymhéhyYs Hildtory Month. Adults.
branches were open uhhuds d®day.0 Al Im. Monday
other library hours remain thgog$amerese and ot heww. gl cgr-ams,

cl asses
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Hi

The following H&G services
researchers who are unabl e

story & Geneal

a
t

service

provide photocopies,
materials from index

specific citation:

T Up to 30 pages from one
journal issue. Staff can
contents and index pages.

Lookup
H&G can
l'i brary

b o g
al
Mi crofil med records
Print outs from database
the database at home.

Pl ease wmrslei mnéhel ookutpo reughimis
requests.

r €

*Some i tems be

construction

may temporar.i

collection

than 27,000 books in th
The entire collecti &pnni sninc
Books with cadd meigribrgRo&ir teth at
avail able to check out. Patr
calli-6g-3d33aa.

Print
Mor e

*Some items be

construction

may tempor ar.i

Research
H&G st aff
phone and

gui dance
member s can
in person.

provid

Boo&Geneal ogi st

Researchers encountering bri
assistance in developing a p
goals can schedule a consul't
Requests can be maBdeo kusai nCe nte
form

Dat abase access

Many I|ldebtraabrey@me sbe used at hom
County Library card hol ders

more information, please conf

Depart me Ot9-3883t0 03 104 geneal ogy @

PAGE 1
ogy Ser.vices
ec freelland ajvail abl e [ito
b Jisit TWhne | brary
PTH N tSt,. Ofo udiisg idenl e aSICoBgniSc a0lf  Iwach
2 de ySeOnUtrsC:es or when given a
I(Montholnye I\ﬁeet r féenealo |
Sé’atp Ootay,()pl\)far %ﬁca\ﬁllé}w/(ﬂdy rm|dG
Newspapers are an excellent ge
the information you can find i

 cpir gtso ri if ¢ PRAtL.r OINGU ICA NMOWS ALEErSsS.

H&G at SLCL. Regi str-p¢ti annot

t form

Ger man Speci al IBrtearke sitg Grho wp:g
Ywall N asV ayjgledntilan e Wfni 9@ ants in Ame
RecorS&s i es

Wednesday, Mar cvi r20u,al7: 00 pm,

C inat.e

Tcho®y Ia‘es’cst0 € dyi lGdere oapfg RO . Pk ©

D i “0'n® ‘c*a n

augdr adng n it AMeryi, cﬁmyl(:ﬁuwwlhl Realol
through solutions to brick wal
D N tracca' n" 9 Geure”éatn booroI k%' "o°ni ‘ﬁRr?be S
ML S.

y unavailable due to

St LGS Open House

Saturday, Mar elh 0203 ,p n,0:S0t0L GaSm Of
Everyone is invited to visit o

D

V\feebssei"’ltrec,h sahsospI S t u&r " o obky sal es/ T

NEWS AND THPSTORY AND

SI G | eaders, and discover volu
tk walls or who would |i ke

asnt Ltc'i‘)s a”?&ohnltehvI ey sapnedc |%| Gc Meelst e argcsh
attlhoen pva ICan H&G st aff member.
nael oogni Isitn e

Seetl gbfopbprmore information and
e by St L nnii e

i ving an area.
act tH St. Louis Genealogical Society || o g y
slcl.o StLGS :
GENEALOGY AT ST. LOWYI S
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Registration
bot h

beginning
records,

S

and

now open

met hodol

veteran

fod RIWR4NazwindmralnGehnhedhegicdald @ @ in
researchers. Expert speakersdwill
ogy, Al, DNA, and more. Click hlere

e!

2024 VIRTUAL FAMILY HISTORY CONFERENCE

" EXPANDING POSSIBILITIES

16-18 MAY

NATIONAL
k)] NEALOGICAI
SOCIETY®

Hi story & Genealogy at the St. Louis Coultpobkbratyeics i
Past Piog tpaabl i shed by Historl|y
St . Louis County Library The St. Louis County Library h
Subscrshbel adbrogCprseéemptoransd palssite. The History & Geneal ogy
be downloaded rom the web. i ngRersear ch o&nd etithiespt ory & 0Gen
Contact us Unfortunately, some of the H&G
H . A | ing the upgrade process. Pl eas
i story ene ogy .
St Louis County Library ing SLCL technology team wor ks
Temporary Loc a i on: Dani el BotraCk. Pl ease c0-99-a800 H&IG @.en
300 Clarkson R gy@sl cl .org for help locating
ElIlisville, MO 63011
318993300 UNDER
geneal ogy@s! cl org CONSTRUCTION
slcl.org/geneal ogy 'l"l,l"’
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DNA SEMI NAR

Would you I|ike to dig deeper
west Geneal ogy Center in |nd
Spring Seminar on Satu®Gdagmi
fA Day with the Geawmidticf e@dnueea
tinger, the Genetic Geneal ogl
four presentations on DNA res
fTUsi r-BNAX and mt DNA to Expl
fUsing Aut osomal DNA for 1

Mysteries

fFormul ating a DNA Testing
fUsing DNA Painter to Map
somal DNA
The cost is $50, and registr
formation and www.rneygncsptle.ror g

eventssemi.nag

PAGE 3

SOCIETY SECTI ON

Dd' tyo ilDMavieesqar ¢hui §het Midan
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