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St . Loui s and

Wh e e |

When you think of St . ' y Oul
mind |ikely goes to th ent |y
near Union Station. Y g , tha
St . Louis once pfaydd s

wheel ( Birgopwrgeht 1)t.o St .

Word dFai r , the original]j i nt e-
gr al part&ofatheeXVpelt dqg

to be cen®Granemoboi psopfk g

after the actual event is t
while the wheel has sigd fhisto
may al so be significant hi st
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The Ferris wheel has it = @ wif " O ey U2 W5t doc
ed in the 17tifplecastuniBy whalelled t he
|l ieved to have originatmdurden 1Easttherti r EUTFepP i s |Wh&ers |
; 0 aiijy pin n L i sa n Saqu HEPS N F
wheels were first docum‘@!onﬁg'ﬂ Tln(?sl]'@é(a%_QWoE’r)Ydan EUr g i s'hm

he

man named Peter Mundy. |[While traveling through]| Bul -
gari a, Mundy stopped at a | ocal festival and descri
in his diary a | arge wheel in which children sat on
When publishing his diaries decades | ater, Mundy it
wheel , |l ooking very much | ike a silgptier ifrortmhefcant
wheel s began appeari ng afupd&mdhdwasshivifoagisivd. r Nl e gs ek e e
made of wood and rotated by a man turning a crank, 8

(Figure 3).

I n the United States, pleasure wheels became stapl es
this ti me, pl easure wheels had become taller and a
vide. For -fiostt awhceee,l avas0 created f dwad hearlé&fdi®l INe wc ofol
carryingGcmwmad oéatmpdbrissaf el y around the circle of the wt
view of cthtag treewldy ciof Andedsohs2dybuRbsort cities 1|ik

NEWS AND THPSTORY AND GENEALOGY AT ST. LOWYI S



PaSt Or 1S APRI L |PAGE

rose to prominence during this ti]
wheels sprang up to entice visitol
first pat enptowfedgredarmp!| eagunér owhe eyl

swioAgm.ot her inventor, William Somer
engpowered wheel if@b sle8r9vla t ¢ all eRdo utr
Both rides were eventual |l $pwheadall t

proved so successful he b&igurmonzg

¢KS /2tdzYoAl 9ELRAAGAZ2Y 2F mydo |y

At the sam& twbmerSamemosn wheel s wer
sorts along thé eCaodtumbd ant ,E xtploes i Wa
Chicago was busy &I faamini nigntthkee f Umis
Paris set the standard for them in
the company needed the fair to out
in order to&ceemharte Amertihcea worl d s
company needed an attract®i ccrmr otwan i nu

achievement, the Eiffel Tower . At
fiQURﬂe gi Thgl!lLuztrm:aLnOrnadfed.tﬁﬁ.rfueGStt'U\r‘c?el Pan- the world. T
Source: Ferris Wheellsf r@m| gindiipeegrys tGudbuave Eifmiélarhis
Hi story. fered to build a tower signibfutcant

rejected alll of t hem. | f t he

Columbia Expositionifowdis ff ebihtkwv
to be something of a unique de

It was under these chasceudnst awn
George W. G. Ferris proposed |
scal e: 250 feet in di ameter,

pl(eFi guTlre 5ompany i ni i aplrloyp orsj
grounds of sucihoa PAGweEhaFer mhie

documentation of tests that e of |
granted a commission to build mber
see t e ovhrestlr udtdiaggn ogpred ad ayns rris
contacted his friend Luther V. ngi ne
worked with Ferris as a survey ctior
in Cincinnati . 8h eonf fheer ,r eRcieciev e Lou-
is, employed as assistant engi n Dejy
ny . Construction on the wheel 1893
June, one month after the Colu ad op
for the finished structure too W N , 1893
garnered a significant amounths of excitement, howeve

first test run on JiBeeplld, aRe c i nedrses @ g eAlnd Eeminyi gl easur
wheel and extra force ofoeusapridise! [tshef8Rudieced) 20 ke &p ¢
e (

| at e sttamtheeHerprrioved a massivel success at th
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tion, taking in 63572608®506[ >
against a construction cos{ neel \
ered an engineering marvel | el To
mented the reputation of i n th
tional ¢ &mmwkiried 6 )t.hen on,
gan to be fAFeerfreirsd ewdh eteol sa.s
¢tKS 2KSSt /2YSa (2 {do [ 2dzf
As popular as the Ferris wh bia E
sadly did not prove to be in t
ing the Exposition. The wh Mate a
of the fair, before Ferris . o in th
and reassembled in 1895 at r@.graagm%w@& o%egnrvafe?@nr rb by
on Chd cagoth sitkdenew hgel awherggyn twi Imeita mws otmle r on the| Atl an
harsh backlash from r”’mioﬁfrtwclﬁdltlsﬁgerj?%zslE%Lhrcse wWigp | s Whe
wndesirabl e industrialism Avading thelir resi dent
e@® Anderson, 75) . The ensuing | egal chall enge to ca
Ferri & wkeeni t, the high cost of reassembly, and an e
wheel to |l ose money until the Ferris Wheel Company
Ri ce, still handling operations for the wheel, annou
the wheel for scrap. In the meant
ate in Lincoln Park, as Rice conti
cago newBipa@peeAf7t er 3 years, it was
go Tribune on June 7, 1903, that 1
the Chicago House Wreck@®ngme®@o mpvanrey
did not intend to dismantle it fo
Ferris wheel shi pped piece by piec
Louis, at a cost of around $265, 00
greats woai d, the 1904 Louisiana Pu
At the St & LFouirs, Wohrel dwheel once a
recouping its relocation costs wit
tributed to the great view the wh
which the Chicago House Wrecking
its promoti on. Renamed the Observa
amaer i abwhgou ipdoei,nt ed out to guests t
of the fair bel ow as wel | as natu
Mi ssissippi and Missour.i River s, a
Figure 5: A passengfﬂt%f‘et\h/ﬁeFeeIff'SS|WﬂﬁP¢'arly, t ey evheieé wpo
in 1904 captures thls hot t he .
cars in midair and Iean|d!sgaupr3| 5‘@-;\{03}& ights of the fair
31 osherel hanl Y clbomsdl nwd never been popuiar st o
i tWere were the twilight hours befo
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il 1l uminati on masdeee tahned whheee Iniagh
it provided becadmer eac klelye tairdn «
(Fi guwr.e ABS one IiEypeorhaes rmppatt dJde
heard a more striking spectacl
Exposition from td(eStt.o pL ooufi st hRee
July 17, 1904) .

The wheel also served as an im
nightlife.&Pronipeminhg,thédef &hi ca
ing Company announced they woul
ing cars of the wheel avail abl

me nt tfdatscwased on all si des,

Figure 6: The Ferris
other structure at th
Source Ferris Wheel s

ep IS utl%i/vgrcetd Pgr &8 Qe re§/(.§‘rtyi(‘)©-ﬁhé’_nI mt_her
1p9dec canyumbApraxlpo8i,tib804) . The gi m
AN pldBHFie" 2588 HnahY" Ypromi nent citi

Mr s . E. J. Stokes o

f

for parties and meetings. Oon (
St. Louis held a lavish dinner p

Charitable and government organizations also made us
ed a banquet to honor boiler inspector G. W. Branch.

tion held a meetin
on September 20 as

gathering, one tha

g

on the wheel for sever al hour s.

t h e G&Gv eenxueec uftoirv ea cnoenemiisnsg owietrhs tthoe
their build&ngenafuerobnheMaayrof these parties and n
29. No . 29 be dlnanmeq kabto Wwnanra,s tLB®e became especially fama

t

[20S A& Ay GKS ! ANJ

someone doing St. Louis genealog

With its spectacular view of the fairgrounds and nig
for weddings. During the Chicago fair, Luther Rice r
Ferris wheel cars when it reached the highest point.
formed in his office when the couples told him they
Wrecking Company encouraged marriages on the wheel L
iweddi ngpeairf,ically for that purposseizdhpi €ompang 20Lb
l'ight s, and even supplie
the ceremony. Asupadwmertthie
St . L o uDesmoGiAdalde you need

|l i censeo@®td. alL obeénwo G athb,e
June 21, 1904) . The firs
took place on May 28 bet
FIl orence Benton of Wameg

al | over the country in

e 7: An adver
r Ri ce was tr
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December 1, it was||[FY0) SHOULD LIVE A THGUSAND EARS
marri ages had been
’ YOU NEVER WILL FUHGET IT.
( ( prec ¢ :'.; ‘?f\..ﬂ }){JJC* of the
Some couples took g—“l1‘”;1“11\’,1,111.1 the, SeoEe;
on the Observation The F'-eI"T'IS Wheel
made their weddi ngs}d The sight that will greet your eves will linger with you |
. orev Hear the world-famed Ferris Wheel Band,
July 16, it was r e - Sl
performer wi tBh WAId,
Show, and his fiang
i na, KS, rode on
and married, still ;
reached its highest point. On October 4, Martin GooOZ(
had their wedding in the open air on top of car no.
Company. The party assembled on the platform for the
and four witnesses. Professional photographer R.R.
took his position on the car ahead of them. As popul
pl eased wit Brtitreenim.ofF&S.tCH uMlachg@ rStt. L
Mdottidet) Gttt Lol A2 in a gleravm,not [sic] have patienc:é
00 et iyl getting married in a Ferris wheel,
A. T. Leggett, Postmaster at Magnolia, | 3 dyert i si®ngbuasi derstsi sotf extracting t
Miss, and Miss Hillery lm;meaaﬂ -{lgﬁ h | d b - d h G b .
B Mt e AT SR O the | S PO U e paxfhompdhomsaSo@gt proper
T enied o e & e tt. aam | Gl obemocrat, March 19, 1908). Regar
R O e the oroom:| Wheel marriages in 1904 shows that
Do A ot e e S| anything melweasdrdonsed if one pops
Lizzie McDowell Jackson, Miss.: Miss
o e | e & S O e e
was performed by the Reverend 3. C.|] ¢ KS 5830 NMzOGA2Y 2F G(KS CANEG CSNNR &
Armstrong of Bt. uls.
This is the eighteenth wedding cere-
money performed in the cars of the Ferris . ] .
“heelsmceilhasb&ﬂinS'—lﬂm After theFaNorr,l dt he Chicago House Wr
STATE OF MISSOURI.L., ¥/ S raig sell the Observation Wheel to Coney
ondatned Proache T",'L' ‘I‘ ':lm m}:lr;. ™ n..th}_:c?‘,.. 1 i
mﬂfﬁﬁ?f - the wheel from Chicago to St. Loui
f “’;;_'_(fm‘f“‘fymﬂ told the company they would only t
of sighteen yoars. . .
- | cost s. With the cost of rel ocation
decided it wedlfdecheé vmonte destroy t
metal for scrap. On January 13, 19(
revolution with Chicago House Wrecsk
Bennett, who ha&l operateieont at wheetf
as its sole passengers. Finally, on
onated at thewheddls f oundati on and the struc
engineering marvel since the Eiffel
metlallglL()f AOIarge crowd gathered to
Figure 9: i C ea g
couple who married ) hé‘uéq %I,d #’tﬁghctloms nfair rkeesdt ttheeu re.n
with their marriage Iplo:reheﬁwl§hurﬁchee tr.e at Ferris ®Whhbel [
Louis Republic Oct)be 1904 t
Louis Marriage Licen IO?iF?LS#SOZfSl?[?@e Fai e atheas\e t Woerflaluti ed
Dlspatch, May 14, 1906) .
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F:f:’k‘ﬁ.’f.‘-‘ WHEEL BLOWN UP WITH The

DYNAMITE IN FOREST PARK. original Ferris whé&éelFaamd wiotus dr
ually fade from the public consciousness as the decades passed and smdler
wheels became commonpl ace. I n Janue
pened that would no& memgryegft ahi:
solidify the Ferris wheel as an es
hearing that scrap met al was being
yeald William Jones of St . Louis ¢

(WPB) with a tip. Jones, who had wc
cl ai med t®dataxt ke walsedloo heavy t o be

the scrap back in 1906. Instead, Jo
l ay and that it shoul dhalte | 1 aibrewawr
public golf course in ForesbnPaxkke

could yield for the wars egsdlovdage Pealil
and St. Louis City Engineer Paul Br
detector and picked uimoteadiangwagf
uary 27, 1943, parks department laborers began digging a trench on the spot

and the project quickly attracted &
own thoughts on (Reglboesvbibe o0OhetHe
underway, a rule was made that golf
trench at no penalty to their score
ging in the
of fered conf
mation as&to
— — | ocati on. On
remembered tH

r ona snnt and

Figure 10: Newspapelr, photo d,o meni{:ﬁ’.-
ing the destruction Blurtlh%awhlecgqj s
happened. Sour ce-: StdiLgou'ss' tGé pbewh |
Democrat , May 12, 1

°8%0 yards norf
year ol d man,:'

have been present at the demol ur ned
al days afterward, said he re had
bl owtorch and shipped back to rs, h
the axle simply brought back f he fa
tion Wheel. A man named Wil |l i gl d bec
during the fair, told the crov'-‘, a d:
cabl e fr dm axhlee whhyeeli s t eet h all ries
attractions near the wheel. THE s ever
small er pieces of metal, but : : : r f ol
week of February 1943, the search seems ¢ ave be
newspaper coverage of it abrupgilgyyrst10Pswi I Thok Ghndst e
hunt for axle did havedés tnmeemoerfifgescrtiodfd fia hree vd vdiohf ctphes g u
Ferri & whealcti on to St. Louis.St'a L(?SDHSR%P%)thtlhOnJatnhug{yc2(§3
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The original Ferris wheel has contin&gedato saeardveStas |
public imagination. Arguably, the most enduring is t
cally since 1943. In May 1999, KDNL Channel 30 even
gropedetrating radar. The equipment detected somet hi
to where the Ferris wheel stood in 1904, which seeme
site, the object turned out to be an ol d sewer or Ww;:
calls with varioasl ddhatoirore,s jasst oagd htetheax1®43 team di
stay alive as part of family histories. In 2011, Jef
of met al on the grounds of Wydown Middle School wh e |
further ,fimamadesdnatno find an account about a man whose
drag the axle into a swampy area in a@anewr kausniomg o

Wydown Middle School property (Krekeler). The constr
ed the opportunity to determine if the axHiegwraes Ab2u:r i
cording to Mike Truaxs HFaiersiIcemite toyf afh eStl.9 040 uWWosr,l di t
l'y buried anywhere in St.DiLespasbch, nTramax nsa&irdi elvatwi
from the Chicago House Wrecking Cdwegsangutcowmgd ifror i gcm
when acetylene torches i0omBptovedDuibpaPabt tNevhak2f@ened.
|l ong as people continue t® Faiteldnd atmhé yFetnirs ewshadlo

l'y to endure as an essential piece of St. Louis folk
While the original &FeRaiirs awhes erl ova nldo ngh eg oWoer,| dSt . Lou
1984, the city of New &8rH aiarn sarmob sd @rdd tt rkieatrd i wav h®B8B 0 | o
u. S. at the ti me. When the fair cl osed, t he wheel W
barge company co-Amacted GEhnewFBagsFMads St. Louis) wi
opened the wheel under the name Colossus at their paea
Wordd dFair section of the park semsvepsl aacse @ npadid t aLnbthuer
foot tall St . Louis Wheel at Union Station opened i |
couples did on the original wheel more than a centur
wi || continue to be an icon of St. Louis for years t
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Hi st ory & Geneal ogy at the St. Louis County Library hasn-t he
cestors! Explore the following |inks:

Guide to St. Louis Archdiocesan Parish Records

This PDF document |l ists all of the St. Louis Archdiocese p:
dates, and FHL film number, making it easy to access the|rec

number to begin browsing.

|l nteractive Map of the Archdi ocese

This wonderful map, created by Alicia Detelich, showsrhal || pa
your ancestors may have attended depending on where they I i\
dress on the Google map, then use reference points to | ocate
Cat holile Priests in18600 Loui s, Mi ssour i, 1841

This list, compiled from Catholic and city direct @&r ineasme ifso ut
on the civil marriage record. St. Louis civil marriage recor

Il ndex Hicttorey of the Archdiocese of Saint Louis: A Condensed
Mat erial Progress and General Resources and Biographical |Ske

This is an index to a comprehensive book of prominent Qathol
pages can be madé&upws Regqueswst form

ClaltihEorI'SINCE Piar | s [NJNIED | | ee FEHEC NG | e S
H&G hol ds mi crpafriilsth dapiieérecfbngt egatisons in eastern Missour |
Czech. Jubilees are parish celebrations that may i ncl urdee. a

Vi ew more St. Louis Cathwwwi sl géneblbdgerspeaseht ogwecmbrdsl i ¢
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https://www.slcl.org/sites/default/files/2023-06/HG%20SLAPR%202015.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1OZ1V9jPjTTsIwvOAHnI-NH9p5BQ&ll=38.3895804441939%2C-90.53406130000002&z=9
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/catholic-church-records/catholic-priests-st-louis-1841-1900
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/st-louis/local-history-indexes/religious-denominations-organizations/archdiocese-of-st-louis
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/st-louis/local-history-indexes/religious-denominations-organizations/archdiocese-of-st-louis
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services/lookup-request
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/catholic-church-records/catholic-parish-jubilee-histories
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/catholic-church-records
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St. Louis County Library

Digital Archives

Take a sneak peek at 8SthewL ®duigs t@dumtry hliivlersdr yhil e still

contains hundreds of digitized records including Missour.i

directories, burial certificates, maps and atl ases. The s

collection. Upcoming enhancements include search query
archigksl atecol.l ectcms. com/

This project is supported by the Institute of Museum amhinl i br ar

ogy Act as administered by the Missouri State Library, a

CLARK FAMI LY BRANC

]

Bl

Wor k continues to progress on the Clark Family Branch, t
of the St. Louis CouhtiyckibcamipRkobi ofMaskcdcht e8y a t2t0f2/4a | b u
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The following History & Gene
grams are offered for April
SLCL Databases for Geneal ogy
Monday, April 8, 6:00 pm, Da
Di scover the variety of gene
used free at the |ibrary and
ty LibraryReardtr ddubbsrequi

Exploring FamilySearch. org

Thur sday, Apri l 11, 10: 00 am
Famil ySearch. org is a free w
of records for geneal ogy and
how to search for ancestor s,
advant age of ot hReqglifstart aitriesn

Using the Missour i® Hiosctadr iHias
Geneal ogy I ndex

Monday, April 22, 2:00 pm, O
Not only does the Missouri H
they make it easy to find! E
informati on about your St. L
cott, Archivist at the Misso
tional Preser vaRdwmins tWeeetki.o rAdr
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Cleani ni
2: 00 pm, ClI
rk the grave
al resting p
Receive instruction in p
ing permission, and select
ng the stones within cemet
on We&kgi Adulat $on required

c Conservation and
day, April 23,
stones that ma

tify their fin

Li ke Basement! Rec
Document s

April 24, 6:30 pm,
os and family documents ar
€ in mind, rather than pre
preservation woes, 1incl
t o pur chasceos tansdo|suotmeo nlso w o
l' ingering storage smell

Reylitsg.rati on required

Smel | s
Family
esday,

e

of St. Louis Cou
25, 2: 00 pm, V
St. Louis an
is a |lineage society who
and archive the 1|in
for the future. Learn albioc
needed, and mor e. Speakrenr

Society. Part OIJe

Families
Apri l

ou have early

AdulRtegyi stratioPareqguoi padts wi l
information via email i mmedi at
Preservation @ Florissant Val |
Friday, Apr ill: 0206 ,pnm,0:F)l0raingsant
A History and Geneal ogy stafsftc
assist with scanning and savin
Up to 20 items permitted, 8 -
should bring a flash drive, ey
and may arrive at any ti me. Wa
on scanner av Rielgd bsitlriatty .o nAd wlqtu

al
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https://www.slcl.org/events/slcl-databases-genealogy-research
https://www.slcl.org/events/exploring-familysearchorg
https://www.slcl.org/events/using-missouri-historical-societys-genealogy-and-local-history-index
https://www.slcl.org/events/basic-conservation-and-cleaning-grave-markers-1
https://www.slcl.org/events/smells-basement-recovering-and-preserving-old-family-documents
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-first-families-st-louis
https://www.slcl.org/events/preservation-florissant-valley
https://www.slcl.org/events-classes
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Hi st ory & Genealogy will be mo
(Clark Family Branch, formally
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