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Finding and Using ¢
French and Spani sh
Records
| f one |l ooks at maps of the S
familiar grid system of the U.
which was created by the Land (
ceded to the United States by
foll owing the end of the Americ
parcels of |l and that do not fo
vary in size, shape, and orien
l and that were issued during t|
occupation of the territory. T
and bounds system, which empl o
er s, trees, and marked stones
within 8hdbosundaeyes will be a
researching it. A researcher wi
Figure 1: Portrait of ChaplreisoGratood,8®3 dasrl higthly recomm
gggzztly-andholder. Courtes¥roofmtrfehé\/ll ¥5°%" Ak h Héﬁ‘dorg}[ﬁ%lnish er
l and grant.
The French method of parceling out |l and was very 1in
unl ess i mprovements were made wupon it and it was
generate a profit. Initially, the grants were issueg
1766, Louis St. Ange de Bellerivekei wreganT dikeriserdsgmn @ n
concessions, as they were also known, were measur ed
continued wuntil 1770, when the territory was taken
governor. Piernas agreed to accept the grants made b
Under the Spanish, the grant process was formalized.
to the king of Spain, and acknowledged an acceptance
|l and desired and even request for | and to be set asi
a register when completed. Finally, the application
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Governor Gener al of Loui siana. The first surveyor 8
property had not been surveyed under French rul e. I n
for the area, and systematic surveyitAgpéegage. Thesis
he surveyed only those claims that had been filed an
the disputes and confusion that arose after the Uni
territory was then retroceded from Spain to France.
You may also have an interest in the French & Spani
dotted with surveys originating from these grants. Y
be to chktnlsad toft htethe City and County of St Louis by
Public Lands, and of the Confirmed French and Spani s
up to the 1st &by Bf Dapu@®@ry]t1888dsomitolndsy. rkdegirm eldy
township and range of your property on the irst pac
foll owing the map wil/l contain a |list of <c¢laimants
Madrid claims and Publ i Lands cl ai ms.
Armed withé&Gt mamel aiyman tmalyn dtelxe nt oc
French and Spanish Land Grants
Titles jnBdilss oAlyyiyiBBe€t yDWi EIl i ams
along with the book and page num
are then able to pull t Recapgogl 0t
Land Titles in Missouri., French ¢
e
L ke = 2 T As an exampl e, Charles Gratiot,
Huguenot heritage, can be found
i ndex. (Figurdebhguaghanger ¢daat
. wi t h measur ements being equal t
“E:LMQ: : {' equi val ent t o about 3 mil es), (
,‘,L_,,.M,““,w&/.ul:;,‘ Lieutenant Governor Franclitscwasr
TR L recorded in Book A starting on p
§j‘ %a Land Grant s. (Fi Gurpeet2 )t ilotn oho Wws
€ “=!| and followed by the concession
: f §’§§ surveyed by Antoine Soulard in |
?;%:ﬁ:? ezl S | approved by the Governor General
'Z«»;‘if‘;g&;;f ) gt it | LEMOS, thereby fulfilling all of
arssET gl s smih | The land that is covered by thi
—— — Traversed by the River des Peres,
Figure 2: Book A, Page 58&%s¢f ahe FBrgchBemdd on the west,
sPanysh band Granbsieabol BRuY *bn®'the south, while its o
with a |Iittle over half of the p:
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ough this grant fulfilled al/l of the requirements
ai mants only took the first steps of the process b
ve set them up for clear title under the United Si
ly rely on the testimony of neighbors to confirmt

ansferred from France to Spain, then back to Franc
I concessions be recognized, whether complete or n
e United States, l and that previously had little
ney for the government. Specul ators poured into th
norant of the transfer i n gowserinmerndasaendd vahlewee.f 0AD
ai med by wunscrupulous newcomers and it was believe
ghed bl ank sheets of paper to facilitate fraudul e
rritory, was suspected of alteringéphwafickh aglifici ©f s U
is turmoil set the stage for | egal proceedings to
unravel these claims and establish which concessi
al of sifting through claims and recdfant ziog advose
d adjusting the titles and claims to |dawads vwiitgmiend ti
w by President Jefferson and all owed him to appoi |
om the French and Spanish governments issued befor
anish | aw prior to December 20, 1803 would be rec
scribing the property and include a plat. The boar
oceed with their judgments. It was under a great d
the bona fide settler claiming smaller tracts. [
ted for being sympathetic to his fellow claimants.
th concern about the | iberality of the first boar
terests and report his findings to Thomas Jef fersoc
atiot was dismissed in 1807. Bates was far more co

amongst the claimants.
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The first certificate of confirmation was issued Dec
1812 the board closed down and Clement Penrose, who
and other documents to Washington. A majority of the
were rejected could appeal to Congress as recourse.
arpents in St. Charles but it was rejected because h
and make i mprovements within a year and a day of ac
in 1814.

Anot her board convened under Frederick Bates in 1812
amending the requirements and the board completed it
were stildl many | eft that had been rejected. In 182:¢
court to be heard. Not many availed themselves of th
1828, only three decisions had been handed down. Two

remaining cases were withdrawn.

In 1832, Congress again created a new board of | and
1804. This second board submitted reports in 1833, 1
confirmed in 1836 by yet another congressional act.
justice. Additionally, there were 700 claims that h
Congress continue to work to resolve. In 1860 and 18
final di sposition of the properties in question.

L uc k | I y ! . f or C h ar I €S Gr a't I g« ///?/‘('( / Z[’S/;(affua 1its no/zﬂdfhzulﬂ//ou? h a d f
the requirements in a textbras o.ie, 4.7 e sever
. . 1. A o A priey /;Ju(aé A .
did not and were rejected, |zl L DA o Thi s
confirmed in 1808. Hi$ndeufr‘;“w/z e o Ff aghin . H(,”Z,‘,/,;in t h
Mi nutes of the First and Se’“ﬂ’"“;"?*“ I ALl re ) e} 5 |Commi

crt."‘/rea& ﬂ/lc‘(}’ Aiale

Mi ssa8pBE812,il8®M2al can be f cf T ar s ;«, Sebmi a5 cnesy

page 362andf Ctohmemi ssvioeawab| &if ™ 7= = Bogiinrest aiihl Bonl

film. (Figure 4) ‘mrn./zm,w{,_
< 5Ty bl 2
g MA—M /‘o "é/ffi.vac"vd_,‘ S Gy, / e ‘,

Anot her source for wver i flynidn PERE Jrpnts g Can? apppon taect %M’w@«- roved
. . i tteeded con 1é g s AAT
to Private Land -C8@&7 Tisi, s Mirs| _":f’“’ e e e S5 by B2 4
. . . . PRSI Sw il 7 fow frzotrioeee of omeivratets 1y, ne i

of a series of exhibits prag {AIMM‘,}W/ SO T,M”> port
General of Missouri and 111 f”f"ﬁ"“‘ﬁm"‘;ﬁf"‘ﬁ'-”«wny— ‘ pre of
1867. These exhibits i ndex s Tis v it asihtaene? A i a2 < |1 O US
sioners boards, New Madri d f““f‘“‘"““"‘"“"’fﬂf‘"‘m" di ons
or congressional acts. I n he case of Charl es Grati
2037 appears in Exhibit |, |FGua nEts‘&m@rdafellr@mndloal(goP owved

. Page 2 of the I&BanMi n nsi.ssi o
change of (Gadweurrrement .
Once the property was finally confirmed, &t swowleg

2037 can be viewmpdivonduhke RAiicvadfreMdnasn darSairivreyrsumer i c 8
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many that are missing and were T ———— addi t
concéegssbhonndaries, there is a &r & ——— == —— = cript
hand. Earlier, under the Spanis]| @ S pro
in the ORepgpéstage don page 149. : per f c
survey in his role as Surveyor ( 6)

Ot her sources for information al. ction
prior to the Asnetralcan\Sdrovanau inesmg ,
t hAEmeri can St altShee. Pdpariss o lAlreedti ivg |
marri ages, will s, deeds and ot H ument s
include information about propern’ nt ed
to another party. &QGeniesr ail nd eded| 7 dudgpon I
County .AhehiAmesi canwoftuames PRapad v 5
on those whose claims were accgdg fiptasq /;ffw;”:f%> t ho-:
Vol uh@smeri can State ®apeabsn Pheé
Second Board of Land Commi ssiopners providing |ists
documents submitted by clai mant gfigure 5: Grants of land
nor Gener al of Lou| si ana,
Claim no 3.
For real estate transfers occur+—nag—+m—186064——0ot | ater
I ndex to Instruments Affecting Real Estate Recorded
of Deeds: I n the County of SfTheLoundsex PpMoint &rant desg
construct the chain of ownership of a property, howe
to trace. I f you are researching
effective to begin with current i
ter the transfer to the United S
began issuing | and patents to set
patents will appear in the deed r
I n the couddseev edfopSrnentLouihse Fr encl
Grants played an i nt é&grrealalp arstt aitn
provide unique insight into the <c
a young nation had arbitrating be
and new settlers as well as its o
tlers stildl l'inger in their neight
nant of their former presence.
_ — For more information and the resc
g!gfégn?;gsgjfra"te'yo“” the (REE' Sdisfrde , Records Relating to Fre
Mi ssouri, Especban | ypBdbes Loui s Co
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I n celebration of téhe758h. Abhouver €Sauntywei arsar
hi sftohnrryough tohe decades.
2000D%20s

il n addition to traditional l' i brary services,
with programs | i-keh®wolr nme ol Re afdi, t mdderchall e
programming, GrandPads and mor e

ITSLCL grew to its current size of 20 branch |
TThe 8#YoluZr Li br @acgmRangweflunded refurbishment
ISLCL was awarded the 2022 National Médali gthe@n
given to museums and | ibraries

Branches established:

Samuel C. Sachs Branch,

Gr &antVi ew Branch, 2015

Lynn Beckwith, Jr . Admin

Clark Family Branch, anti

s courtesy of t
rFy i ¢ k rf _lai ccckoru. nct o)
elv.ent s/

ffeat t

nges

br a
at
st Mlh©

St .
/ phot
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Hi st ory & Geneal ggy:- services

The following H&G services afne free and available to
researchers who are unable to¢ visit the |library.
Lookup service O'n HNovemser 4,
H&G can provide photocopi es, pg'iﬁ'isHOW?rg &F‘[ q:
l'i brary materials from indexedsgﬂmp 8g EPOW éz
specific citation: @ o | lanl | elye @K
f Up to 30 pages from one bockngraronLeuxaorrMch&
. . d|5ﬁovered t fmé t
journal issue. Staff can allso photocopy or
. tomb of young
contents and index pages.
) . . ) ) aoh Tutankhamun.
f Microfil nmeAd Iriesctorodfs mi crofill m availabl.e in .the .
seen for the first time on Nov

H&G coll ectiomndamebesvi éwed
bit.ly/3jrqw3j>. |
T Print outs from database reco
the database at home.

side, Cart er and his partner
ds i1 PAL M ONS, FR"NQEurF PP R
tact artifacts, i ncl u
sarcophagus containin
body of King Tut. Thi
dmrelad dtye wer |l dwi de meo
spurred -iEmfylpd e mmed tr
the western worl d.

1T Pl ease wrslei nédhel ookuphtrtemsiels
bit.ly/ 2UQXJKE> to submit r

*Some items may be temporaril
construction

Print collection

More than 27,000 books in the collection can be checked out.
The entire collecti &oni §ninc udédgln the Ilbrary
<https://slouc.na2.iiivega.c

do hegi niRomirteh avail able to ch NEW ANCESTRY REC‘

reqguest books onl-9%n&3®&. by c

*Some items may be temporaril'po you have French ancestors?
construction has added the following new re
Research guidance
H&G staff members can provide fGard, Frances19Qdngusedre
h 3,261,016 records
phone.

_ 1 ndr e, Francéel92de ns wns &9 ,e
Boo&Geneal ogi st 3,339,038 records
Researchers enwwalbhseoirnghbr wol TAube France;l9Qeln s(usne sF,r e
assistance in developing a pl: 3,607,718 records rch
goals can schedul e a consulti1 fTawedcaronne, Franck91ICe(nis
Requests can be maBdekiGsmnaal o di French), 1,387,904 recor
fomttps://bit.ly/3fQbBOr >. fHau$ & ne, rancel 92Xk n(siurs
Bar sabhasc SEECc S French), 2,810, 145 recor
Many Idébtraaoreystetsps: // bit.ly/ 3hB TfSomme, Fr ance;l9Qenns uFsreesn,c
at home by St. Louis County Li 3,745,306 records n t
metropolitan area. For more i1 ] o he
Hi story & Genealogwg-ajaecp(hrdrmemIAnCEStry_L'brary Edi il en @ gy
geneal ogy@slcl .org. County Library branch.
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enin f br mng history, | i
mpl e dul 21+. Registrat
Geneal ogy in Newspapers

The following History & Gene

of fered for 2022:

Exploring Ancestry Library BH
WednesNawe mb er: 3l06,, Dani el Boo
Wednesday, December 14, 6:30
The Ancestry Library Edition
geneal ogical research. Find
advantage of its many record
DI'Y Family History Gifts
Tuesday, November 29, 10:00
Monday, December 5, 6:30 pm
As the family historian, how
the rest of your family? Exp
make great gifts. Adults. Re
Exploring FamilySearch. org
Wednesday, November 30, 6:30
Virtual program. FamilySearc
access to millions of record
research. Learn to navigate
Famil ySearch catalog, and us
tap i nttdi mMmdardecords. Adul ts.
Participants will receive Zo
Beercember: A Celebration of
Friday, December 9, 6:00 pm,
Commemor ate the anniversary

Morhay

News pa

,iglechFihssz, 6: 30 pm,
pers are e

xcellent sourc

historical information, and di
b widely avail able. Explore t hee
newspapers and how to access o

Adul ts. Registration required.

o)

nRegisskbcl abrg/ event s

for
popul ar

NEWS AND THPSTORY AND

3Recordings of our most
slcl.org/genktabegygpbmirtual )
5 ire
2
wi t
hat
J
Mont hly Meeting: Families of F
Saturday, November 12, 10: 00 a
A Speaker: Andrew Theising i ng
5 Discover some of the familie&go
special connections to | ocal a
e history. This meeting will tak
lof St. Louis County Library. D
b i stration for the Zoom part of
soont lbem Mont hly Meeting page.
Vi sit gboormore information.
.
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