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FOR THE RECORDS 

Local history sources for German 
genealogical research 

Hofgeschichten, Hªusergeschichten  
and B¿rgerb¿cher  

Researchers might be familiar with Ortssippenb¿cher (also 

known as Ortsfamilienb¿cher) or local genealogical registers 

published for many villages in Germany. These secondary 

sources, which contain extractions from local church records, 

provide a short cut to finding birth, marriage, and death infor-

mation that might not otherwise be readily available. While 

Ortssippenb¿cher (OSBs) provide basic vital data, Hofges-

chichten (farm chronicles), Hªusergeschichten (building chroni-

cles), and B¿rgerb¿cher (citizen registers) are publications that 

can provide historical and social context for an ancestorôs life, 

as well as additional genealogical clues. Like OSBs, they are 

secondary sources whose contents are extracted from local 

records. Unlike OSBs, their format and content can vary great-

ly. They can be stand-alone publications, included within a 

comprehensive local history, or appear as articles in a journal. 

Although these sources are challenging to use for the non-

German speaker, they are worth the effort to research. 

Hofgeschichten 

The core of Hofgeschichten are chronological (or succession) 

lists of tenants or occupants of individual farms from the earli-

est records to the time of publication. The breadth and depth of 

information varies with each publication. Some provide a bare 

succession list, while others can offer genealogical information 

about individuals. The chronicle lists can be useful for con-

necting generations, because tenancy was often heritable. 

The manorial system 

The information provided in Hofgeschichten can be difficult to 

Local history sources, such as Hofgeschichten, can 

provide interesting details about an ancestorôs historical, 

social, and cultural context. A Hofgeschichte for the 

village of Oberpreuschwitz, pictured here in 2016, is 

available in the History & Genealogy Department. 
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with some farms obtaining greater rights and privileges than 

others. This resulted in multiple terms such as Kºtter, Sºlde, 

Vollerbe, Halberbe, and Colon, which are inadequately trans-

lated as ñfarmerò in English Ernest Thodeôs German Genea-

logical Dictionary is useful for interpreting the meaning of 

these and other historical terminology. 

Examples of Hofgeschichten 

The following examples of Hofgeschichten demonstrate the 

variety of formats and types of information these sources can 

provide. 

Schwaighausen 

Title: Schwaighausen: Ein Dorf im Wandel der Zeit 

[Schwaighausen: A Village in the Course of Time] 

Schwaighausen is a village in the Swabian region of south-

western Bavaria. The Hofgeschichte appears in the context of 

a comprehensive history of the village. Contents include:  

¶ Settlement and early history 

¶ Basic overview of the manorial system (Herrschaft) 

¶ 19th & 20th century land and social reforms 

¶ Hardships 

¶ Associated settlements 

¶ Infrastructure 

¶ Agriculture 

¶ Craft & industry 

¶ Societies & social clubs 

¶ Building & farm histories 

¶ Lexicon 

The chapter on farm histories provides historical information 

about the properties, a chronological list of occupants to the 

early 2000s, and a photo of the farm house. The following 

example is a partial translation of the text (Fig. 1). 

GartenstraÇe 1 

House no. 19, [called] ñBeim Brºsele,ò formerly a Sºlde 

[cottage], a two-family home  

The community bath house stood on the farm property 

before the Thirty-Yearôs War. Martin Geiger is mentioned 

as the first occupant in the manorial record (Urbar) of 

interpret for those who are not familiar with the historical con-

text and social construction of German farming communities 

before the mid-19th century. Farm life and landholding was 

shaped by the manorial system (Herrschaft),which developed 

out of feudalism and provided economic and social stability. 

The system was based on protection given by someone in a 

superior position (a lord, for example) in exchange for loyalty, 

service, and payments in money and kind by someone in a 

position with less power, such as a peasant. 

In this highly stratified system, a landlord needed to extract the 

wealth from his land to enrich himself and pay obligations 

owned to his superiors. He required laborers in the form of 

peasant farmers to create this wealth. Peasants had neither the 

means nor status to own land, but could obtain support and 

subsistence from the landlord in exchange for his and his fami-

lyôs labor and production. Terms of this exchange were gov-

erned by leases formulated by custom and local law. 

In return for a house to live in and the ability to grow crops 

and livestock for personal consumption, the landlord received 

a portion of what the farmer produced and often other rents 

and fees. The relationship between the tenant and the landlord 

was commonly a form of indentured servitude known as 

Leibeigene. The landlord not only had control of his subjectsô 

economic activities, but also many aspects of their personal 

lives, such as marriage and religious affiliation. The landlord 

could also require his subjects to perform military service.  

The manorial system persisted in some parts of Germany until 

the early 19th century, when the manors were dissolved and 

farmers could own their properties outright. The laws and cus-

toms that governed the manorial system varied from territory 

to territory, and the details of such a system are beyond the 

scope of this article. Some Hofgeschichten and community 

histories include information about the local implementation 

of the manorial system. The article, ñSurname Changes in 

Northwestern Germanyò by Roger Minert provides infor-

mation about the manorial system as practiced in the area of 

Westphalia. Although the article pertains to a local circum-

stance, the article is useful for understanding how the manorial 

system worked in general. 

In some areas of Germany, farms society became stratified, 



1580/1601. During the fragmentation of the manor 

(Herrschaft) in 1671, there is only a mention of ñstanding 

in front of the bath houseò and in 1694 succinctly, ñthe 

bath is gone.ò The high water demand was satisfied by the 

numerous surrounding springsé 

 

Leibherrschaft [bonded servitude], Gerichtsbarkeit 

[judicial righrts]: the previously mentioned landlords had 

these privileges at their disposal. Leibherrschaft ended in 

1808 and Gerichtsbarkeit in 1848. The latter fell to the 

provincial court. 

Tenants are then listed in succession. An example follows: 

Manorial record of 1671 / 1678  

Transfer fee: 20 Florin 

Caspar Fischer from the Luzern area, married in 1661 in 

Holzgr¿n [location of the parish church] 

Maria Urbin 

Rent in 1671: 4 Viertel rye, 4 Viertel oats,  

1 Florin & 17 Kreuzer payment for hay 

Kitchen rent: 1 hen, 2 cocks, 50 eggs 

Land use descriptioné 

Cattle inventory in 1678: 1 cow, 1 calf 

Service: 7 days of manual labor 

Distillation fee: 1 Florin 

His occupation of the farm is confirmed by the manorial 

record of 1671. Fischer transferred 2 cows, 1 steer, 1 calf, 

distillation equipment, and everything pertaining to the 

farm to his step-daughter in 1680 for 82 Florin. For the 

rest of his life, he lived in the front chamber. In the winter, 

he shared the heated living room with his son-in-law. 

From that resulted the mutual obligation of gathering and 

preparing firewood from the communal forest. Fischer 

owed the landlord a specific rent, and if he paid it on time, 

he had prospects for leaving an inheritance. 

Transferred: 1680  

Marriage fee and admission fee: 8 Florin  

Consent fee: 30 Kreuzer  

Caspar Reiner from Lautern, Manor [Herrschaft] of  

Bregenz 

Married on 30 Sept. 1680 in Holzg¿nz to 
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Sybille Birzlerin, Schwaighausen, stepdaughter of Caspar 

Fischer 

Because the building was found to be in poor condition, 

the landlord required the tenant to procure the necessary 

materials to restore it. In consideration of the significant 

expense, he waived the transfer fee. 

The introduction to the farm history mentions that is was for-

merly a Sºlde, a regional term for cottage. This is a term for a 

property, usually located adjacent to the home of the principle 

tenant, that included enough land for a garden and a few live-

stock but not enough resources to pay rent. The occupant, 

therefore, had to hire himself out as a day laborer in order to 

make ends meet. 

Figure 1 | A sample text from the Hofgeschichte for the Swa-

bian village of Schwaighausen (Schwaighausen: Ein Dorf im 

Wandel der Zeit, p. 282) 
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As indicated above, the manorial records of 1671 state that 

Casper Fischer was given tenancy of the property and provides 

details of his lease obligations and other information. The 

lease was transferred to his step-daughter, Sybille Urbin, in 

1680. A woman could inherit tenancy but could not operate a 

farm, as her legal status was dependent on a related male. In 

this case, Sybille quickly married Casper Reiner, who had to 

pay the corresponding fee of 8 Florin to the landlord. 

Bayersoien 

Title: Bayersoier Haus und Hofgeschichte: Geschlechter, 

Hausnamen, Flurnamen [Building and Farm Chronicle of 

Baiersoien: Families, House Names, Field Names] 

Baiersoien is a village in southern Bavaria. The book focuses 

on the succession lists for each farm and includes a photo of 

the farmhouse but provides little information about the history 

of the community itself. Contents include: 

Brief overview of place names with etymologies 

¶ Brief historical introduction 

¶ Explanation of the farm chronicles and sources used 

¶ Information about the foundational source: tax 

records from 1671 

¶ Farm / building chronicles 

¶ New construction since 1920 

¶ Field names 

¶ List of sources 

The entry for Echelsbach No. 10 begins with when the owner-

ship of the property changed hands in 1167 and again in 1362 

(Fig 2). The chronological list of tenants begins with Jºrg 

K¿bler in 1470. The succeeding entries include no genealogi-

cal information outside of an indication of marriage (without 

dates), but it is clear from the surnames that the property often 

transferred between generations. 

Mockritz 

Title: Bªuerliche Besitzfolgen in Modritz, Kreis Torgau [Farm 

Successions in Mockritz, District of Torgau] 

Mockritz is a village that is now part of the city of Dresden, 

Saxony. The book focuses on farm chronicles with only curso-

ry information about the village itself. Individual farm histo-

ries feature a narrative introduction followed by a list of occu-

pants into the 20th century, as can be seen in the following ex-

ample (Fig 3): 

Farm property no. 4 

Now DorfstraÇe 14 and 16 

The farm was in the possession of the Krug family from 

1542 until the suicide of the last man to bear the family 

Figure 2 | An entry in the Bayersoien Hofgeschichte showing 

the succession of occupation (Title: Bayersoier Haus und Hof-

geschichte, p. 24). 



name at the age of 91. The family assuredly inhabited the 

farm since about the turn of the 17th century, because 

Martin Krug acquired the property for the substantially 

high price of 2,400 Florin. Included in his estate were ó8 of 

the best horses,ô which remained with the property after 

the rest of the livestock was divided. Martin Krug is also 

mentioned as an investor in and co-proprietor of the mill 

in Mockritz. His son, Andreas (4.05) married a daughter 

of the occupant of the Drºnitz property in Beiden in 1641. 

Joh. Gottfreid Carl Krug, born 1786, son of Joh. Carl 

Gottlob Krug (4.08), farmed the Erbricht property in Dº-

bern about 1815. 

The farm consists of section I. The agricultural area covers 

54.45 hectares (1907), of which a scant 12 hectares remain 

after the land reform of 1959. 

Information of each successive tenant follows, for example: 

4.07 KRUG, Gottfried; farmer, church consistory mem-

ber; borrowed on 14 March 1731 200 Thaler; * Mockritz 

on 16 Nov. 1680; + there on 6 April 1762; oo there on 12 

Jan. 1706 to SCHATTE, Susanna * Mockritz 2 June 1678; 

+ there 15 May 1763; daughter of Andreas Schatte], 

farmer at Mockritz, see 16.05) 

Children: * 1706 Joh. Georg; * 1707 Joh. Christian; * 

1709 Gottfried, + 1709; * 1717 Maria Magdelena (see 

16.07) 

Each entry in the chronologies includes a unique number for 

cross-referencing purposes. For example, under ñchildrenò in 

the example above, a note next to Maria Magdelena states, 

ñsee 16.07,ò indicating she is mentioned in the chronology of 

another farm. As indicated in the introductory narrative, the 

DECEMBER 2021 / JANUARY 2022 | PAGE 5 

NEWS AND TIPS | HISTORY AND GENEALOGY AT ST. LOUIS COUNTY LIBRARY 

farm remained in the Krug family until the death of Richard 

Wilhelm Paul Krug in 1969. Vital information for each indi-

vidual is indicated using symbols common in German genea-

logical publications: * (birth), oo (marriage), and + (death). 

Oberpreuschwitz 

Title: ñHofgeschichte der Gemeinde Oberpreuschwitz, Kreis 

Bayreuthò in Archiv f¿r Geschichte in Oberfranken, Band 

47 (1967) [ñFarm Chronicle of the Community of Ober-

preuschwitz, District of Bayreuthò in Archives for the His-

tory of Upper Franconia, Vol. 47 (1967)]  

Oberpreuschwitz is a small village that has been incorporated 

Figure 3 | The Mokritz Hofgeschichte includes a narrative 

section followed by the succession of occupants (Bªuerliche Be-

sitzfolgen in Mokritz, Kreis Torgau, p. 25). 

LIBRARY HOLIDAY CLOSING 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day  |  Dec. 24 & 25 

New Yearôs Eve | Dec. 31ðClose at 5:00 p.m. 

New Yearôs Day | Jan. 1 

Presidents Day | Jan 17 
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into the city of Bayreuth in northern Bavaria. The farm chroni-

cle appears as an article in the historical Journal, Archiv f¿r 

Geschichte von Oberfranken. The Hofgeschichte also includes 

Unterpreuschwitz and Dºrnhof, nearby populated places con-

sisting of serval farms clustered together. Contents of the arti-

cle include: 

¶ Overview of the history & development of feudal 

holdings related to the village  

¶ Overview of the fields and their ownership 

¶ The farm successions [Besitzfolgen] / farm chronicles 

¶ List of sources 

¶ Bibliography 

¶ Tables of tithes and obligations 

¶ Name index 

Preceding the succession lists is extensive discussion of the 

feudal land holdings related to the village. This is followed by 

the succession for each house number. The lists include ten-

antsô birth, marriage, and death dates, as well as the name of 

spouses (including maiden names) and the names of their par-

ents. An interesting example is House No. 17, described as an 

estate (Gut) and treated together with House No. 20 (Fig 4),  

Beginning in 1620, the property came into the hand of Hans 

Hacker, and it was passed it down through successive genera-

tions of heirs. However, it was not a straightforward succes-

sion. The following is a synthesis of the information from the 

succession list: 

¶ In 1700, the property transferred to Hans Hacker, son 

of the previous tenant. Hans had previously married 

Barbara Popp on 23 Nov. 1696. They had a son, 

Johann Hacker. 

¶ Hans Hacker died in Jan. 1704. 

¶ Barbara married Hans Roder from Vorlahm on 26 

Jan. 1706, who took over possession of the property 

that same year. They had a son, also named Hans 

Roder. 

¶ Hans Roder, Sr. died in Nov. 1713. 

¶ Barbara married Nicolaus Tressendºrfer, who died in 

Oct. 1731. 

Barbaraôs marriages to Hans Hacker and Hans Roder each pro-

duced an heir, both of whom has heritable rights to the proper-

ty. The solution was to divide the property. In 1731, one-half of 

the farm was transferred to Johann Hacker, and the property 

was designated as House No. 20. The farm continued to be 

held by the Hacker family. The other half of the farm, which 

continued as House No. 17, was transferred to Hans Roder, Jr. 

and subsequently to his son, Lorenz, in 1772. 

When Lorenz Roder died in 1811, he apparently left no male 

heir. The farm was, instead, transferred to his daughter, Mar-

gareth, who had married Leonard Holl from the neighboring 

village of Oberwaiz on 13 May 1802: 

1811 Margaret Roder, the daughter, born 20 May 1784, 

died 20 Jan. 1829, married on 13. May 1802 [to] 

Leonhard Holl from Oberwaiz9, born 10 June 

1782, died 25 Feb. 1862. 

The farm remained in the Holl family in the succeeding gener-

ations. A footnote in the extract above provides the Holl line-

Figure 4 | This example from the Oberpreuschwitz Hofges-

chichte shows how a property was split between two heirs 

(ñHofgeschichte der Gemeinde Oberpreuschwitz,ò p. 55). A foot-

note provides a lineage of the Holl family going back to 1661. 


