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FOR THE RECORDS 

Town Tales: Kinloch 
 

In terms of the equine, St. Louis is most notable for the Clydesdales of Anheuser-Busch Brewery. Magnificent and 

enormous, the Budweiser Clydesdales were first presented in 1933 and have remained a beloved element of St. Louis 

history ever since. 

However, there is more to St. Louisô horse history than the Clydesdales. A small community located in North St.  Louis 

County is named for the horse farm that used to occupy almost 400 acres in the Florissant Valley area, and which    

gave its name to the community, an airfield, a jockey club, and a horse track. (Figure. 1) The owner of the farm was 

James Lucas Turner, and the community was, and still     

is: Kinloch. 

Genealogy 

James Lucas Turnerôs genealogy traces back to Virginia at 

the turn of the 18th century. His grandfather was Thomas 

Turner IV, and the Turnersô Virginian estate was located in 

Fauquier County. It was from his grandfather that J. Lucas 

took the name Kinloch, for that was the name of Thomasôs 

plantation. The Kinloch Farm still exists, and is currently 

family owned, though not by Turners. 

One of Thomas Turner IVôs sons was Henry Smith Turner, 

who, by 1850, was living in St. Louis County with his wife 

Julia Hunt, and their four children. Henry, like his father, 

owned seven enslaved people, about whom nothing is 

known beyond their age and sex. The Missouri slave 

schedules of 1850 and 1860 did not collect any additional 

information about enslaved people. All that is known is 

that at least ten people were owned by Henry Smith Turner between 1850 and 1860, ranging from a two-year old girl to 

a fifty-year old woman. The 1860 slave schedule states that Henry had only one ñslave house,ò meaning that the six 

people he owned at that time had to share a single residence. 

James Lucas Turner was born in 1854 in St. Louis, and so was not old enough to serve in the Civil War when it began. 

He attended school in both France and at Georgetown College, afterwards going into business in St. Louis. When he 

Figure 1: The first Kentucky Derby winner, Aristides, was 
a stud at Kinloch Farm. Sketch from the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, April 15, 1888. 
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was 22 years old, J. Lucas married Bertha Chouteau, a 

great-great-granddaughter of Ren® Auguste Chouteau, 

one of the co-founders of St. Louis. (Figure 2) Berthaôs 

grandfather was Henry Chouteau, Sr., who was killed in 

the Gasconade Bridge train disaster in 1855. Bertha and 

James Lucas would go on to have six children . 

For the next few years, J. Lucas continued his business 

career, but in 1879 he purchased 550 acres of land 10 

miles southeast of Columbia, Missouri, for $8,960. It was 

reported to be one of the ñbest improved and most valua-

ble farms in the Stateò (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1879, p. 

2). (Figure 3) 

And the Race is On 

For the next few years, Turner worked on establishing his stock, acquiring horses from all around the country and bring-

ing them back to his farm near Columbia. In 1881 he purchased Athlete, ña fine 7 year old chestnut stallion,ò which was 

the first of three renowned horses he would eventually own and stud (Missouri Statesman, p. 3). The others were 

Aristedes and Uhlan, who boasted impressive pedigrees and whom J. Lucas traveled far to acquire. 

It was in 1883 that a newspaper printed the name of J. Lu-

casôs burgeoning farm: the St. Louis Globe-Democrat re-

fers to ñMr. Lucas Turner, of the Kinloch Farm, Colum-

bia.ò Although J. Lucas likely never saw his grandfatherôs 

plantation, he surely heard about it from his father and so, 

perhaps as an ode to his heritage, he used the name himself. 

Kinloch, variously spelled Kinlock or Kindloch, became 

extremely well-known amongst equestrians and farmers 

alike, and J. Lucas would carry the Kinloch name to his 

future farm sites as well. 

In summer 1883, J. Lucas put his Columbia farm up for 

sale, describing it as ñthe finest land in central Missouri. 

Large double brick dwelling house. One of the finest barns 

in the stateò (Missouri Statesman, 1883). After selling his 

farm, in autumn 1883 he began renting the Benoist farm off 

of Gravois Road, of which currently remains the Oakland 

House, built by Louis Auguste Benoist in 1853. (Figure 4) 

J. Lucas continued to do well, breeding a variety of successful horses from his stock, and prompting the St. Louis Post-

Dispatch to predict that his farm would ñbring forth good fruitò (1884).  

For three years, J. Lucas expanded his stock and presented his fillies and foals to St. Louis. He attended various derbies 

and put horses into different races around the Midwest. His was frequently lauded in newspapers as an excellent        

Figure 2: The November 16, 1876 St. Louis Globe-Democrat 
wedding announcement for Miss Bertha Chouteau and J. 
Lucas Turner.  

Figure 3: Lithograph of the Columbia residence of J. Lucas 
Turner. Courtesy of the History of Boone County. 
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example of a well-run stock farm, and his transactions 

were often reported on in the Post-Dispatch and the Globe-

Democrat.  

In 1886, Turner finally acquired 374 acres of land at the 

junction of the Wabash and St. Louis Cable and Western 

Railways, ñthe finest and most favorably situated stock 

farm in this section of the countryò (St. Louis Globe-

Democrat, 1886). He leased 309 acres and purchased 65 

for $18,000. Turnerôs goal with his new real estate was to 

make the farm more accessible to visitors: the convenient 

location so close to the railroad would enable people to 

visit and browse more easily than at his previous locations. 

The farm was described in detail in an 1888 Post-Dispatch 

article. The house was ña commodious one of two stories, 

with piazza and bay-windows.ò The stables were luxuri-

ous, providing ample space for the three star studs which 

had made Kinloch such a prominent name in horse breed-

ing. Two employees are mentioned: Archie Turnbull as 

farm manager, and Johnnie Brown, a young African American who tended to the three stallions, both of whom worked 

for J. Lucas for several years before his untimely death. 

Sadly, Lucas Turner did not get to enjoy his new farm for very long. He and his wife Bertha moved into the new 

Kinloch homestead in May of 1887. The following winter, J. Lucas fell ill with pneumonia, and on February 10th, 1888, 

James Lucas Turner died in his home, Taylor place, Scudder Avenue station, on the Narrow-Gauge Railway. His obitu-

ary in the Post-Dispatch described him as a ñwarm-hearted, generous man, and every one who knew him felt a deep 

interest in him.ò Turner died at the age of 33, leaving behind his wife Bertha Chouteau Turner and their children. 

In August 1888, Charles Turner, Lucas Turnerôs brother, announced that the Kinloch stock would be sold at auction. 

After the sale of the stock in November, the farm itself was put up for sale: ña well-built frame house containing 10 

rooms, bath-room, water closet, etcò and ñtwo fine barnsò (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1888). The farm was purchased in 

January 1889 by Mrs. Sarah Chambers for $33,400. 

April 1889 saw discussion of a ñlocal syndicate being formed to purchase the Kinloch farm propertyò (St. Louis Post-

Dispatch, 1889). The men involved in the syndicate intended to purchase the property and then parcel it out to buyers. 

The syndicate included two of Lucas Turnerôs brothers, H. P. Taussig, and several executives of the Wabash Railway 

Company. The announcement of the syndicate included the name for the ñnew town siteò: Kinloch Park. (Figure 5) 

The house itself, along with the stables, was sold to a ñparty of gentlemen comprising the St. Louis County Clubò (Post-

Dispatch, 1892) and the Kinloch estate became the Kinloch Club, a site for gatherings of the well-to-do in St. Louis 

County. The club was described, in 1895, as a ñvery swell and a very genial organization,ò and surrounding inhabitants 

of Kinloch Park considered it an enviable locale to be near. 

Figure 4: 1878 Pitzmanôs Atlas with the Louis Auguste Be-
noist estate outlined in blue.  
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City of Kinloch 

During the early years of the 1900s, the Kinloch Park subdivision was advertised as St. Louisô ñgrand scenic suburb.ò 

As time went on, Kinloch Park began filling up with white homeowners, who sought to hire African Americans as serv-

ants. In turn, ñAfrican Americans were sold land in the otherwise all-white suburb on the condition that they would ful-

fill the interests and needs of white property ownersò (Mandelbaum, 2016). As the African American community in 

Kinloch grew, white homeowners became dissatisfied with the racial makeup of their neighborhood. They began selling 

their property, which was bought up by various real estate companies, including the East Kinloch Sales Company and 

Olive Street Terrace Realty. 

In 1916, St. Louis City voted to pass a ballot referendum that ñbecame the first in the nation to legalize housing segrega-

tion.ò The referendum prohibited blacks from moving into blocks that were more than 75% white, and whites from 

moving into blocks that were more than 75% black. When the referendum was overturned in 1917, real estate practices 

returned to the inclusion of restrictive covenants. Restrictive covenants attached conditions or restrictions to real estate 

transactions regarding who could purchase property in certain neighborhoods. While Kinloch Park did not explicitly 

have such a covenant, the Olive Street Terrace Realty company subsequently set up a new neighborhood, South Kinloch 

Park, which was restricted to blacks. 

In 1917, the Olive Street Terrace Realty company undertook the practice of initially selling property to whites before 

reselling to blacks. The drive behind this operation resulted from the unwillingness of banks to accept black purchasersô 

notes as collateral. To circumvent this limitation, Olive Street 

Terrace Realty openly advertised that their plan was to ñsell a lot 

or group of lots to a white personò and ñif a resale is made the 

white investor receives monthly payments" from the black pur-

chaser double the amount of the white person's initial payment. 

Although an article was written in the St. Louis Post-

Dispatch which criticized the companyôs segregational practices, 

Olive Street Terrace Realty advertised in such a way that ap-

pealed to the black communityôs desire for independence. 

The black community of Kinloch grew exponentially thanks to 

the actions of the Olive Street Terrace Realty Company. In 1924, 

the community succeeded in electing an African American, Wal-

ter Johnson, to the local school board. This appointment gave 

them an unprecedented level of political power over their commu-

nity. The northern portion of Kinloch was still inhabited by 

whites, and the racial tensions between these communities even-

tually came to a head in 1937. Since 1925, white residents had 

made several attempts to divide the school districts of Kinloch in 

order to continue segregating education. It wasnôt until they peti-

tioned the County Court in 1937 for permission to form a separate 

political subdivision that they succeeded, and the city of Berkeley 

was formed. 

Figure 5: 1909 Plat Book of St. Louishttps://
www.slcl.org/events-classes/authors 
 County showing the Kinloch Park property 20 years 
after the death of J. Lucas Turner. The blue star 
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In 1941 and 1947, the black citizens of Kinloch petitioned to have their city incorporated. These first two attempts 

failed, but the residents, amidst their other efforts to establish schools and other elements of a thriving community, did 

not give up. On August 20, 1948, the county court finally approved a petition by residents to become a fourth class city. 

This made Kinloch the first African American community to be incorporated in the state of Missouri. 

Whatôs in a Name 

Various sources have long questioned the origin of the name of ñKinlochò for a town in Missouri. It is Scottish in origin, 

coming from the Scottish Gaelic Ceann Loch, meaning ñhead of the loch.ò Why Thomas Turner IV named his estate 

Kinloch is unknown. He himself was born in America, and it is believed that his earliest known ancestor, Thomas 

Turner II, was from England, not Scotland. Nevertheless, it was the name he chose, and which his descendent J. Lucas 

chose years later. While James Lucas has largely been forgotten to time, his connection to history remains with the name 

of Kinloch, once associated with the laudable horses that were born there. 

 

Sources: 

 

History of Boone County, Missouri. Written and comp. from the most authentic official and private sources... (1882). St. 

 Louis, Western Historical Company, p. 683-685. https://lccn.loc.gov/rc01001356 

Mandelbaum, B. (2016.) To contain and secede: The making of Missouriôs first all-Black city. Gateway, XVI, p. 11-26. 

The Missouri Statesman, 1881-1883. 

 

Pitzmanôs Atlas for the City and County of St. Louis. (1878).   

 

Plat book of St. Louis County, Missouri. (1909.) Northwest Publishing Company, Des Moines, IA. 

 

St. Louis Argus, 1915-1964.  

 

The St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 1876-1901. 

 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1879-1900. 

 

 

For more on the history of the City of Kinloch, check out:  

 

Kinloch: Missouri's First All Black Town by John A. Wright, Sr., 977.865 W951K 

 

Kinloch: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow by the Kinloch History Committee, R 977.865 K55 
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The holidays are a great time for families to get together and talk about, well, being a family! Here are some family history activi-

ties that all ages can get involved in, as well as some links to other ideas.  

 
 

Cook a family recipe 

Cooking is a great way to share a family tradition. Make a favorite dish that has been passed down in your family or that comes 

from your ancestral homeland. Do this with your family or make it to share at your next family gathering.  

 

Put a family heirloom on display 

Find a family heirloom, such as a piece of jewelry, clothing, picture, document, anything! Put it in a frame or shadowbox for your 

family members to see.  

 

Label old pictures 

Label the backs of old pictures with a pencil. This is a great activity to do with a younger family memberïthey can write, while you 

identify the ancestors in the pictures. Taking this a step further, you can work together using a phone or other device to scan the 

pictures. This way they will be saved in case they get lost or damaged. (Reserve an SLCL scanning kit here.) 

 

Participate in an oral history interview 

Record yourself, or have a younger relative record you using a phone or other device. Talk about when you born, what your 

school was like, what you did for fun, etc. These interviews are priceless. (Reserve an SLCL oral history kit here.) 

 

 

FamilySearch.org In-Home Activities  

 

 

Family Tree Magazine Genealogy Activities for Kids  

 

 

The Family History Guide Family Activities 

 

 

Lisa Louise Cookeôs Family Reunion Ideas 

 

 

Happy Holidays from our History & Genealogy family to yours! 

https://www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/genealogy/oral-history-kits
https://www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/genealogy/scanning-kits
https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/activities/
https://familytreemagazine.com/kids/genealogy-activities-for-kids/
https://www.thefhguide.com/act-family.html
https://lisalouisecooke.com/2019/04/18/family-reunion-ideas/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following History & Genealogy classes and pro-

grams are offered for January 2024: 

 

 

Beginning Genealogy Research 

Monday, January 8, 6:30 pm, Virtual 

If you have little or no research experience, this is the class 

for you. Learn about the genealogical research process, the 

many resources available through History and Genealogy at 

the St. Louis County Library and how to get started. Adults. 

Registration required.  

 

Cooking Up History & Genealogy 

Monday, January 22, 6:30 pm, Virtual 

Learn about resources at the St. Louis County Library for 

cooking the historical recipes of your ancestors. Adults. Reg-

istration required.  

 

Exploring Ancestry Library Edition 

Thursday, January 25, 2:00 pm, Virtual  

The Ancestry Library Edition database is a powerful tool for 

genealogical research. Find out how to search it and take 

advantage of its many records. Adults. Registration required.  
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Programs 
Classes & 
H&G 

 

 

Coming in February: 

 

Beginning African American Research 

Thursday, February 2, 6:00 pm, Lewis & Clark 

Tuesday, February 13, 2:00 pm, Jamestown Bluffs 

 

Exploring FamilySearch.org 

Monday, February 5, 6:30 pm, Virtual 

 

St. Louis Love Stories 

Thursday, February 15, 2:00 pm, Daniel Boone 

 

African American Genealogy: A Mississippi Case Study  

Monday, February 26, 6:30 pm, Virtual 

 

SLCL Databases for Genealogy Research 

Wednesday, February 28, 2:00, Virtual 

 

 

Visit ww.slcl.org/events and choose event type ñGenealogyò 

for the complete list of H&G offerings. 

 

                                

                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-beginning-genealogy-research
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-cooking-history-genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-cooking-history-genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-exploring-ancestry-library-edition-1
https://www.slcl.org/events-classes
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All branches of the St. Louis County Library will be closed on 

the following days: 

 

Sunday, December 24, 2023, Christmas Eve 

Monday, December 25, 2023, Christmas Day 

Monday, January 1, 2024, New Year's Day 

Monday, January 15, 2024, Martin Luther King Day 

 

NEWBook 
 

 

CAMERON COLLINS & DENNIS 

DILLON 

Lost Treasures of St. Louis, 
2nd Edition 

wŜŜŘȅ tǊŜǎǎ 
фттΦусс /тмн[ 

 
 

 
tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмтΣ [ƻǎǘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ 
ƪŀƭŜƛŘƻǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ōȅƎƻƴŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻƴŎŜ ƛŘŜƴπ
ǝŬŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DŀǘŜǿŀȅ /ƛǘȅΦ bƻǿΣ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƭƭ-ƴŜǿ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŜŘƛπ
ǝƻƴΣ [ƻǎǘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ Řƻǿƴ 
ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƭŀƴŜΦ Cǳƭƭȅ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƳƳƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 
мол ƴŜǿ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ 9ŀǘ-wƛǘŜΣ {ŎƘƴŜƛǘƘƻǊǎǘΩǎΣ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ 
{ǉǳŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ tƻƴǝŎŜƭƭƻΩǎ ŀǊŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ 
ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ !ŘƳƛǊŀƭΣ CƻǊπ
Ŝǎǘ tŀǊƪ IƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ tƘƛƭ ǘƘŜ DƻǊƛƭƭŀΦ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
LƪŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ƛƴŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳō LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭΣ .ƻǿƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 5ƻƭƭŀǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
!ǊŜƴŀΣ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ŀǘ wƻƴƴƛŜΩǎ 5ǊƛǾŜ-LƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǊƛŀŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǉŀǎπ
ǝƳŜǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ wŀǊŜƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǊǝŦŀŎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǾƛǾŜ ŜŀǘŜǊƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ aƛǎǎ IǳƭƭƛƴƎΩǎ /ŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ƅƻŀǝƴƎ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ 
ŀǧǊŀŎǝƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŜǾŜƭȅ Cƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ {ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴΩǎ 
tŀǊƪΦ wŜǾƛǎƛǘ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ CŀƳƻǳǎ-.ŀǊǊ ŀƴŘ DǊŀƴŘπ
Ǉŀ tƛŘƎŜƻƴΩǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
/ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ IƻƳŜǊ DΦ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ !ƴŘ 
ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
aŀǾǊŀƪƻǎ ŎŀƴŘȅ ŀƴŘ Cŀƭǎǘŀũ ōŜŜǊΦ Wƻƛƴ ƭƻƴƎǝƳŜ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎŀƴǎ 
/ŀƳŜǊƻƴ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ 5ƛƭƭƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƻ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 
ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎƻǧŜƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŜŘƛǝƻƴ 
ƻŦ [ƻǎǘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƭƛŎƛǘ ƴƻǎǘŀƭƎƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ {ǘΦ [ƻǳƛǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ 
ƘƻƳŜΦςtǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ 

{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƛŎƪǳǇ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ōǊŀƴŎƘΦ 
tƭŀŎŜ ŀ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ {[/[ ŎŀǊŘ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎΦ  

HOLIDAY CLOSURES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Great Seal of the State of Missouri was designed by 

Judge Robert William Wells and was adopted by the Missouri 

General Assembly on January 11, 1822.  

 

The one large and twenty-three small stars near the top of the 

seal represent Missouriôs admission as the 24th state. The 

grizzly bears represent strength and bravery. They surround 

a coat of arms encircled by a belt with the phrase, ñunited we 

stand, divided we fall.ò They stand on a scroll bearing the 

stateôs motto, ñsalus populi suprema lex esto,ò or ñthe welfare 

of the people shall be the supreme law.ò 

 

For information on all of the symbols found in the seal, see 

the Missouri Secretary of Stateôs website.  

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

https://slouc.na2.iiivega.com/
https://www.sos.mo.gov/symbol/seal


 

The St. Louis Genealogical Society presents the following 

events: 

 

Monthly Meeting: Ask Louie 

Saturday, January 13, 10:00 am, Virtual 

Bring the team your questions concerning basic researching, 

immigration and naturalization, Irish, German, and Jewish 

genealogy, technology, orphanage care in St. Louis, and 

many more. Our experienced genealogists will try to provide 

answers.  

 

German Special Interest Group: Following an Ancestor 

with a German Farm Name or Hofname 

Wednesday, January 17, 7:00 pm, Virtual 

Prior to the mid-1800s, part of Germany had farm names or 

Hofnamen. Learn what a Hofname is and where in Germany 

to expect to find them. Identifying an ancestor with a Hofname 

requires recognizing the clues in the records and then careful-

ly and thoroughly following them. Featured speaker: Carol 

Whitton, StLGS projects director and G-SIG leader.  

 

Irish Special Interest Group: Itôs Time to Ask Those  

Questions! 

Saturday, January 20, 1:00 pm, Virtual 

Join us with your questions and comments regarding our fa-

vorite but sometimes frustrating pastime, Irish research. 

Hopefully we can help with some of those rock walls! Led by 

Mike Bridwell, Carol Hemmersmeier, and Kay Weber.  

 

 

StLGS monthly and SIG meetings are free and open to 

the public! 

 

See stlgs.org for more information and to register 
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History & Genealogy Services 

The following H&G services are free and available to 

researchers who are unable to visit the library. 

Lookup service 

H&G can provide photocopies, prints, or digital scans of many 

library materials from indexed sources or when given a       

specific citation: 

¶ Up to 30 pages from one book or one article from a 

journal issue. Staff can also photocopy or scan tables of 

contents and index pages. 

¶ Microfilmed records 

¶ Print outs from database records if patrons cannot access 

the database at home. 

¶ Please use the online lookup request form to submit 

requests. 

*Some items may be temporarily unavailable due to            

construction 

Print collection 

More than 27,000 books in the collection can be checked out. 

The entire collection is included in the libraryôs online catalog. 

Books with call numbers that do not begin with ñRò are 

available to check out. Patrons can request books online or by 

calling 314-994-3300.  

*Some items may be temporarily unavailable due to            

construction 

Research guidance 

H&G staff members can provide research assistance by 

phone. 

Book-a-Genealogist 

Researchers encountering brick walls or who would like 

assistance in developing a plan to achieve specific research 

goals can schedule a consultation with an H&G staff member. 

Requests can be made using the online Book-a-Genealogist 

form. 

Database access 

Many library databases can be used at home by St. Louis 

County Library card holders living in the metropolitan area. For 

more information, please contact the History & Genealogy 

Department at 314-994-3300 or genealogy@slcl.org. 
 

{¢[D{ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 

https://stlgs.org/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services
https://slouc.na2.iiivega.com/
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/resources-a-to-z?field_summary_value=&field_resource_categories_target_id=126&field_audience_target_id=All


PastPorts is published by History & Genealogy at the 
St. Louis County Library 

Subscribe at slcl.org/pastports.Current and past issues can 
be downloaded from the web.  

Contact us: 

History & Genealogy 
St. Louis County Library  
Temporary Location: Daniel Boone Branch 
300 Clarkson Rd. 
Ellisville, MO 63011 
 
314-994-3300 
genealogy@slcl.org  
slcl.org/genealogy 

 
HeritageHub 

Explore your family history with the premier collection of U.S. obituaries and death notices for in-depth genealogical research from 

1704 ï today. HeritageHub helps you easily identify relatives, uncover new information and potentially unknown family members. 

Includes deep coverage from all 50 states, hard-to-find content from the mid 1900ôs, and original obituary images. HeritageHub is 

available to all St. Louis County Library cardholders and can be accessed here. 

 
 

 SAMPLINGS FROM THE DATABASE COLLECTION 

 

The St. Louis County Library has recently upgraded its web-

site. The History & Genealogy page can be accessed by click-

ing on ñResearch & Learn,ò and then ñHistory & Genealogy.ò 

Unfortunately, some of the H&G links have been broken dur-

ing the upgrade process. Please be patient as our hardwork-

ing SLCL technology team works to get everything back on 

track. Please contact H&G at 314-994-3300 or genealo-

gy@slcl.org for help locating any of our  online materials.  

 

 

 

 

 

PARDON OUR DUST 
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https://www.slcl.org/pastports
http://www.slcl.org/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/resources/heritagehub


SLCL HISTORY PROGRAM SCANNING KITS 

 

Scanning kits are now available through H&G at the St. Louis 

County Library! Transform those photos, notes, scrapbooks, 

and documents into generational legacies. 

 

Scanning Kits contain a Chromebook, a portable Canon flat-

bed scanner, instructions, and resources for additional infor-

mation related to organizing your digital archive.  

 

Visit www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/ 

genealogy/scanning-kits for more details.  
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Check out this SLCL offering: 

 

Bourbon and Bootleggers in Missouri 

Saturday, January 6, 2:00 pm, Florissant Valley 

From its early roots to the craft distilleries of today, uncover 

the unique heritage and flavors that have made Missouri a 

significant player in the world of bourbon. 

Adults. Registration required. 

 

See slcl.org/events for more programs. 

 

 

FLICKR UPDATE CLARK FAMILY BRANCH 

Photos of the new home of H&G courtesy of St. Louis County 
Library flickr, October 26 and December 7, 2023. 

See%20www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/genealogy/scanning-kits
See%20www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/genealogy/scanning-kits
https://www.slcl.org/events-classes
https://www.flickr.com/photos/slclevents/albums


 

Do you have Wildwood, Missouri ancestors? Check out the 

Wildwood Historical Society! This society was established in 

1999. They are home to a museum, library, and meeting 

room, all located at 18750 Highway 100 in Wildwood. They 

hold monthly meetings as well as special events. Get more 

information at wildwoodhistoricalsociety.org. They also have 

several books on Wildwood for sale. Remember, sometimes 

when researching history and genealogy, itôs best to go local! 

SOCCER CITY 

 

 

Visit the Missouri History Museum this winter! Time is running 

out to see the popular exhibit, Soccer City!  

 

Soccer City at the Missouri History Museum presents 

graphics, digital interactives, films, and artifacts that tell the 

story of a major metropolis, a dynamic sport, and the many 

personalities that propelled St. Louis to the competitive fore-

front.ïMissouri History Museum 
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SOCIETY SECTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration for RootsTech 2024 is now open! 

Online (or in-person in Salt Lake City) 

 

200+ new online sessions in over 26 languages 

Join keynote sessions live from the comfort of your own home 

Chat online with other attendees worldwide 

Get digital syllabi and class handouts 

 

 

St. Louis County Library is a FamilySearch Affiliate Library 

https://wildwoodhistoricalsociety.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/rootstech/registration/online/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAr8eqBhD3ARIsAIe-buPMHB_ao6u_s8m9Zr3cZnTSygASTV3fJScc9RxTMSSRMDxokX2QavwaAmEPEALw_wcB

