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Nor wegian BygdebRker

The first Norwegian i mmigrandenttwr yWNoDuthc PMAmeaoli @crai satcsc otmg
century, Norwegian Moravians joined their German and D

Beginning in 1825, poor economic conditions |l ed to a n
first organized migration of Norwegians to North Amer.i
settling in what is todaySINoopvwads hdvéd itnlobaisr. owWrhegr qqarei
ety of North America. By the 1840s, anews magazineNor way anwa A neirrical ati ng, cont ai
from North America. This resulted in over 1 million No

In 1860, there-bweme cl139 zHoswe i &n ssouri . This increas:e
reported their birthplace as Norway. Note that these a
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Fig. 3: Marrlage License, WAHLGREN / |[ELLEBYE, Cit
report their place of birth as Missouri Most 1800s No
Lutheran denomination. Upon their arrival, these Nor we
an community. Because of this, many Americans do not
DNA test.
Marriages between Germans, Danes, Swedes, and Norwegi a
sus document s. For example, Theodore Julius WAHLGREN w
Norway. (Fig. 2) They were married September 12, 1866
Loui s, MO. (Figs 3)ecbmids maas i dgeri kamad ELLEBYE is a Dan
riage to someone not of Norwegian ancestry.
Despite their widespread i mmigratepneseniNedt hnAgeneaho
tions outside of the upper Midwest. The | argest bygdebl
Forks, ND) and the Norwegian American Geneal ogy Center
are available at the University of Minnesota (Minneapol
Beginning in 2023, the Emerson History & Genealogy Cen
gian geneal ogi cal research. The center has purchased o
the 1960s to the present day. This includes many recen
standing orders for future publications.
What are bygdebRBker ?
The geography of Norway is beautiful and rugged, with
there are growing urban areas today, the majority of N
100 years ago. These communities were geogr aphculatlurye si
which maintain their sense of independence to this day.
but Vossings, TrBnder, Hardingers, etc.
Rur al Nor wegians tracdeyd@dled rbyhed i fhemgidedercdse d o thmeiar ea
ment. A bygd could be a grouping of farm houses, a val
were rgualt aisehfy comntbgigdeiesérka rTahle rseeftotrlee, meant book.
NEWS AND T| ESMERSON HI STORY & GENEALOGY CENTI



Past

Origins of kommunes

From-18&14, Norway existed asiNmpamwiyof Thlee rKiumgodomwafs Beémn
navy was attacked by the British at the First Battle o
and in 1808, Denmark was forced to declare war on Swed:¢
brief period of home rul e.

Per agreements, Norway was to be given as compensation
January 1814, the King of Denmark came to terms with t
Kiel). His son, then viceroy of Norway, |l ed an insurre:
a constitution. The Swedes invaded, and in August 1814
the Norwegian constitution and disregarded previous tre
constitution and parliament.

The Norwegian constitution was more democratic than th
judici al branches. In the early years, a civil serevant
and constitution maintained authority, but that authori
wegian peopl e.

I n January-dlo&fd &h,attelde Nrou rwalg i an -gpoavrelrinammeenntt iinn ttrhoed urcuerda | s e

adf or mannskahplsadi serm&nsskaps | aw required that every p
(although some were divided into multiple municipalitie
Il n 1853, a land registration |l aw wg-rmd gandest at/er sfear
This law differentiated cities froPttespagreal ogylaliti
berfefo{endini ci palgiotvieg )menA gealsft rj ctyPtitancestry anged

sl ekkamily e
sl ekt hifaatmo rl iye h i ﬁtor
sog®et ory there

t er Mk ocnomudraensd, expanded the ti®cmedi n@
teef 1967 reduced this to 454 komm

heiimome
Why do we care? As the smallest a|f olikehte peopl e (nit i
(herred) are the geographical arealall mgener al ypical
bosetitsiengd ement
What can be found in bygdebRBker? ?s:_ltpimag;ri;dustrles
_ nat-pdesent
Since the early 20th century, Nor bduced
cgntral registering ag.ency'or stanFig_ 4 Ky bygdebotkh?'e
|l i shed product of a historical re q I I pr oduc
historielag (history group), and as such, they often v
out, and accuracy. Much of the information is produced
(s) with family histories, photographs, and otheheresol
kommune.
There are different types of bygdebRBker, much | ikhae ther
contain a variety of historical information inclgding
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GNR 113 SIRSE

raphies, history of |l ocal business and |
can often identify what type of infor ma
title.

The title? But hod deat HNorwbgtawhenTha
: zations who produce these works have be
are some terms researchers can key on t

(Fig. 4)

A volumaBrRamg¢g G-waulodg bsel ek tbook docume
families in théej8rRBnBRygdebomkhuA®l heniéli s
| om haveitsi®@an ebryaeln hi story of t-he@l10CG;j eBé-

t ween the Sea and the City.
Fig. 5: A Mdrswe gitaom yG

Occasional |l vy, the titNasngp-d sRammdlreiskleear t

Romeri ke, a very gener al description. This collection
rigsane | f,ordrn di KgnemaPagdt and Present, |ike the previo
eral history and four farm volumes full of rich genealc
G-rdshistories

The volumes geneal ogists wild.l be mos{ in al
commonly identi fy fgt-hoedsfied Koty o rfi,b @okip bottu t t| |
with the aforenentotonende elxamepl ed, peéetc umes i
son collection wild.l have a content no ndi ng
farms or villages.

iG-r ds hdagteortiyepsi cal ly produced in an e Lo lwooor d
Nor wegian Land RegistryﬁGs-ysiiselc‘m.mmMBﬂmRyc\"“‘”ﬂli‘:ﬁ' t he
on the covédjedl BiytgldeSbpdge BhoEt ¥hi st g oo oy snum-
mer-582%2 a perfect example of this. (Fi i A
So what is a Gardsnummer? Under the d reg
uni t s:

TCcef |1 Sayonazd e -

1Y 2 YYdzy Sy diyaréwdzy § ExSmple AN oeally byg
I1DANRAY dzY YENS (i 10(DS/ NFHONY

7. NHzl &y dzY YSININXG .2yyNJboy Sadalk S

1CSaGSYdy edmy (6 Ey NIP@ G sAGKAY Iy Sadlds
1{S14a22yaydayYAYySRW SAOR AN Odzy Aia 2y | &aKFENBR LINRLISNI@=X

Notice the differehtOAbi ok bétwbes gArderasdof traditi
estate on which there are many smaller farms. The smal |
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|l ished works, the bruks will follow i ve g
works will evidrdagite kdlpasme It .0 These t ern mes pu
l'ished in the 21st century.
Eras of publication
Al though bygdebRker have been produc|® LOO0 vye
have significant i mpact on the qual il DIl i she
geneal ogi cal information and wil/l be cal i
era tend to be very general in theirjf infol
i1930often contaid @enealhdiyesiebamt | @ i e o |rks.
Modern bygdebBker are beauti ful bookF, TR g 1pebr \
and richly detailed histories of thee,ampl meeeddmeyq
volume series are currently being préoaogecea—ar+—over Nor
The era of publication also greatly impacts identifica
changed greatly over time. Originally there were 20 fyl
iJanuary 2024, there were 11. Changes in fylke have cau
Where do | | ook?
As with any European research, locating the point of ol
was not an independent country at the time of i mmigrat:
their place of origin as their district,
mor e ener al Nor wa or their fylke amt) .
NORSKE GAARDNAYNE g Y Y (amt)
OPLYSNINGER SAMLEE TIL BRUB VED MATRIKELENS REWISION Ther e ar e five r e gi ons of Nor wa Yy, whi ch
centraNar gveor dSRrl andet, TIstlandet, Vest.|
g these regions are a number of traditiona
5 aven cl e, a |list is availlcabloelg@damrems/leea Sdaallo gve/bi
genepl onowing the region or district ca
AL A s | MUDN E .
&b As with any group, there are many differ
pear, and this experience will be differ.
- national religion of Norway, church reco
many congregations of the Evangelical Lu
FigNo8ske Gaardniaxeed on the Ancestry database. Of course
which chronicles_ the use of . . .
farm names appear on a death certificate, marriage
l ocation of birth on all documents.
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Fig. 9: The L&bratpml o Nor way

I f ancestors were kind enough to |l eave behind their pa
Nor ske GaaThlingavine a series of 19 vdlBeawmes (Whigch 8yas publ
The set chronicles the use of cadasfmaalmsf)ar Mheafmes sti 1
collected information, and the 19th is a cumulatisve i n
dating back to the Middle Ages. Spellings were revised
possi bl e. Al 19 vol umes have fbaeneinl v de a@ridh.zerdg/ bgar
availability=Famil|ly%20Hi story%20Library

Researchers can consult wvol. 19 for the g-rd or kommu
mation. This should aid in directing research towards
Once a researcher has identified a kommune or& bygtdal od
(Fig. 9)

The Library of Norway has the most comprehensive coll e
and made them available to Norwegi a-Nocwegezans wahhot &l
i zed books, ntbh.en o /csaetaaricong? me[di at ype=b %C3 %WB8ker &ddc =9 &b
20bibliograivail able to search. This is a great way to
geneal ogi sts are seeking to research.

Emer son History & Ggmaazlb®®kerCemtd érction

The center began curating a collection of bygdebRBker i
Selection determinations are made based on Norwegian ¢
of the author. Items found within the collectionehave
This ensures the collection remains predominantly in c
erson has standing orders with many Norwegian kommunes.
I nformation about the collecti &n wiebsaut ai,| athleeg eornt hteheNo$
has its ownwWwesltorebpabhpréfearabegghhogweqgi an
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| >
Emerson History & Genealogy Ce g o a meé

Oppas

tions of bygdebRBker found in th \ ma p
Maps platform. (Fig. 10) |
Locations -Havededennsabthe fivee for
ease: e

T+ éaﬂflyﬁéu 6685400 =

TqadtlyRSG 68Fado s

T¢NDH¥RSEF3I 60SYGNI O o

Th2MRNES 0Yy2NIKO o

T{DANI I yRSG 06&2dziKO0 o -

Fig. 10: Emerson History &

Fyl ke a&maedoltwr ai d in narrowingCenfseronline Bygdebeka{)crgatpi
tions colored in gray refer to books currently on ordel
For each | ocation, there is a corresponding entryewt hat
see an example of Rissa, a bygd in TrRBndelag. Emgrson
11)

Emer son History & Genealogy Center staff have also pro

available and will be updated every few months as more
9. @83RSO0D] SNJ 6wdzNI £ { S SYSyid .221a0 0& wSIA2Y3I 5A:
9. @3RS0D4 SNJ 6wdzNI £ { S Svéyé . 22140 o0& |1 AaG2NRAO Y+
A future guide is planned} s i “lds ar
found in all volumes in tH e
Rissa, Trondelag Brekstad Fevag o o
As with all resources f oufweommms Snty L
collection, i brary st af f |y X \ si st a
trons who are outside of/| " Bring
|l ookups from indexed sour e S by g d e
is indexed, library staff Qe ny re
mi ght have. Fig. 11: H&G holdings for tlhe byg
Ot her BygdebRker collections
While we would love it if all Nor wegian research coul d
are realistic in our expectations. There are several w

gists conducting Norwegian research.
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HISTORIC FYLKE CURRENT

REGION DISTRICT KOMMUNE KOMMUNE

Nord-Norge _|Helgeland Bronnay Nordland Bronnay [Bronney Gérd og slekt 1 [R948.44 Ba63 Farms
Mord-Ni igel |Erannay Nordland |Bronnay |Erenney Gard og slekt 2 [R948 44 BaG3 Farms
Nord-Norge _|Helgeland Brannay Nordland [Brannay |Brannoy Gard og slekt 3 [Ro948.44 BEED Farms
Nord-Norge | Helgeland Bronnay Mordland Brannay [Bronney Gard og slekt 4 [R948 44 Ba59 Farms
Nord-Norge_|Helgeland Bronnay Nordland Bronney [Bronney Gérd og slekt 5 [R948.44 Ba69 Farms
[Nord Norge |Helgeland Rana Mordland Rana Gard og slekt | Rana 5 [R948.44 G217 Farms
Index to
Mord-Norge  |Helgeland Semna Nordland Semna [Personregister Index [R948.44 MA31S Somna Gard
og Slekt
Nord-Norge_|Helgeland Somna Mordland Semna [Somna Gard og Siekt i [R948.44 4315 |Fams
Nord-Morge _|Helgeiand [Sermna |Norgiand Somna [Somna Gard og Siekt 2 [R948.44 Na315__ |Fams
Nord-Norge | Helgeland Semna Nordland Semna [Somna Gard og Slekt 3 [R948.44 4315 |Fams
Nord-N g Somna Nordland Samna [Somna Gard og Siekt 4 [R948.44 4315 |Fams
Nord-Norge  [Helgeland Sortland (Suortd) [Nordland Sortiand Sortland bygdebok 1 R948.44 B7345  |Fams

Fig. 12: BygdebRker guide

University of North Dakot a

The Arne G. BrekkaeapBygdeéebolr €dbuiaec &ichoeh bUng dveebroski/t y of N

most comprehensive collection of bygdebBker in the Uni
research guide. It is a resietag,chorcotl heyxtwiolnl amrdo vjiade bret
do not <circulate these materials. The collection incl ut
Nor wegian American Geneal ogical Society

The Naeseth Library at the Npawefi amr Mmeli soan @enedhboaog
tdy | argest coll ectionsAnefri Namwdagindrn yarhd sNor we gigemeal
sources. This includes a | arge collection of bygdebRke

University of Minnesota
The Universithytof: Mi hhnbgoihee Jvehgpdaonfeadkears | md imogler at e si :

bygdebBker. The University is not actively colleadaing
of fed iibbmtaery | oan service for particular vol umes.

») NORTH DAKOTA

memee® ———  Arne G. Brekke Bygdehok
s Gollection

Search Places
History & Acknowledgements
0

Gontact Us

Arne Brekke Endonment

Bygdeboker are pubished farm and
al

Brlekke Bygdebok Coll ec-
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Wel come to the new Emer son Hi

It has been a |little over two years since the Headquartems E
the Daniel Boone Branch, and we enjoyed seeing many patrons
ing for the new space to open, welcome back! The CIl ar k Fami
Headquarters, and is still | ocated at 1640 S. Lindbergh Bl v
thanks to a generous grant from Emerson, is | ocated on
There are so many new f &athares tion komwow ddpart mentbegiim! | Sor
APatrons can now access the entire collection on high d

AEi ght computer stations with double monit

ANew microfilm readers

Alnteractive FamilySearch touch screens to expl or e
ALarge, tilting screens with links to a vari et

AMemory Lab, consisting of a Personal History Recording St
member s, and a Scanning and Digitization Studio fill edilwht h

AAnd more!

We hope to see you soon!

The History & Geneal ogy Centee N
for their sponsorship, along ont
uted named collections througpg

Nati onal Geneal ogical Society

St. Louis Genealogical Societ

Julius K. Hunter & Friends Af

Lewis Bunker Rohrbach Coll ect

Joyce A. Reisinger Collection

William C.E. and Bessie Becke

Mary Berthold Collection

St. Louis Jewish Geneal ogica

H&G would also I|Iike to thanik

have donated small coll ectior

gifts are much appreciated |b
our resources!
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SPOTLI GHT td NEWSPAPER RESOUR

Newspapers can be an invaluable resource for geneal ogyshésea
l'imit when it comes to what can be found! Newspapers caonm-hel
munity, or fmeat pot owefe mpowmresf ami ly tree. Newspapers can cont
births, marriages, divorces, |l egal notices, social endadigeraics
ments, and mor e.

St . Louis County Library cardholders ardaabbaste access tlhe

Newspapers.com
Hi stori cal -[Bits.patocuh s Post

Hi storical Newspapers: U.S. Major Dailies
Nineteenth Century U.S. Newspapers
African American Newspapers: 19th Century

Newspaper ARCHp&¥Esfusat i H&G)

The Emerson History & Geneal ogy GQGenndteexreshas created sever al n
Carondel et -Naewes ,i ed®€® 981903

St . Louis Frenchnamespagexs,vavieoys year s

St. LouDemGtohe, index1891 deat hs, 1881

St . Loui s CouAdtvyo cWa tet,damsavnd myd-48931881

St . LodismeStatitle index t4A9B8cal hi story articles, 1884
St. Louis Sun o#i9®9@®ary index, 1989

Westliche Post, i ndelx895 death notices, 1875

The St. Louis Public Libbiagpyatmah ndarmad nSt .a ilSdduei x4 oArn gu P oshi tjuar

Whil e many St. Louis newspapers can now be found in the abo
microfilm

H&G al so has print materials available to help with newsplape
Family Tree Historical Newspapers Guide: Hbw tla mEisnd. YBen dA
B422F )

How to Find Your Fami by HistaobLypui eeNE€wespape(R 929. 1 C772H)
The Source: A Gui debooke doift edmelryi clamr eGetnoe aDbeomgryi s Szucs and ¢
S724)
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