@
St.Louis
County

Library
Cholera i n St.
On June 17, 1849, when f W Ger ma

emi grants stepped off t
have already known t hat
1,039 wialyeriwvem journey |
isang, twenty-five people had died between Cairo, Illi -

nois, and St. Louis alon| "
at |l east 68 cholera deal o4/
dat e. The Ol d Cathedr al
were either German or I

Fig. 1: Lithograph of cholera, as
Chol era, or Vibrio chwildamwiateh, skelsetah yhsamds sacnde fhreefyor | edp
pandemics since the ni n/oYoLdsease 1) |
known today that cholera infects a person who dri nk:e

ter or eats food contaminated with t-hecahoteutebaCas
settings that have unsafe drinking wat€rnhtpoer us dmint

were rife with unsanitary conditions. Despite the ac
worl d, basic infrastructur e6pdopdulnactti oinmpgrroewe taoso rgaupiic
pl anners to accommodate its citizens. The massive ir
guate sewerage and clean water supply, created the p
Getting to St. Louis, and What They Found There

For about $2.60, a person could buy basic passage or

variety of ports along the way. For -dcaoyn tweoxrtk, weheek .a vTel
passage was al most half of what a male person woul d

feed, and clothe a family, in addition to any other
v al apart from poor health from the | ong and cmraamp e c
aged to bring with them. When they did maBagecto phy
of fered little privacy and fmitntilneal a tstheenlttieorn fwaosm ptahi el
deok.

During the first seven months of 1849, six different

gers who were sick with cholera or who had died on -
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that was crowded with bog,
tion as you might expect
not much. (Fig. 2) Prior
surface drainage, althoug
structed-thy.t Thewelilty En
Henry Kayser, supported t
government officials that
the city produced. The mal§
sippi River, where the drn
were wells and water pump
a fee paid to the St. Lo
someti mes | ocated near o\
1849 spring season over f]l
damp tenement houses. Al t|Figg.t lrerviewhef csan diotuli e nl ewvfee C
and cooking water in St. [3"duReoprle wabkicngeahang It -poor
only helped the spread of cholera.
Beyond the gener al cleanliness (or | ack thereof) of
overfl owing water, and crowded, neglected houses. (F
wound up due to a housing shortage. The worst of the
l ow and damp, with flooded cell ar s, close to | arge
within a few feet of the back doors. Nuwlniilpl a wfed rmiilnig
ing as many as thirty men, women, and children in o
ready been exposed to cholera on the journey from Ne
days was not understood by the scientific community.
Medi ci ne and Chol era
The germ theory of disease posit
particles such as bacteria and \
wi dely accepted wuntil the | ate
cholera epidemic, the medical fi
belief | aid the bl ame of di seas
give weight to the idea that sc
contact with another person. Dr
charge of the St. Louis Hospita
coud@ dbe spread person to person
nurses under his command had co
seriously ill/l patients. The rea
TN a3y BEEydEon FEYr gte not inges
Ge rGr ave Yar d. l'1ferated in the sl ums, so he we
tagiousness, though he still dic
NEWS AND T| ESMERSON HI STORY & GENEALOGY CENTI
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PALGA

I n order to combat the epider
of ficials recommended that ci
(due to miasma), avoid eating
clean their homes and bel ongi
in order to burn away the f ol
orders affected the&r esvalt er saun
sanitation, and in June of 18
began to fall ill in droves.

Whé& got Chol er a?

lt seems strange to me to se

of Vi @&dnayso lamadioRednolkrawoul d be

Fig. 4 A young woman E
depicted when healthy and f onurc howrisc kafeosre deamad hy eG. | see &
1831, were in @noamenotithwrown in
scenes such aséaErdewarreda dChafs ei n
this to his wife, June 24, 1849. An estimated 80 peo
Edward Chase |lived at 192 Pine Street. He was fortur
could pr &t eerxd sitt idi dne wanted to. But for the roughl
epidemic, there wad poewawceo escape cholera
ShepbhetGdaveyér d,akkgysvdmegar Hill, and other bl ocks
Located in areas with the most wunsanitary conditi on:
cales saw death on a hi gsht osrcyalbeui IFdoirn gosn eo nr oSt .o fChsamd
Ninth Streets, 192 deaths occurred, killing off near
It is no surprise that <cholera spread as violently &
little as twelve hours to five days after infection.
some cases. The first stage of cholera is diarrhea,
dehydration. Dehydration is &0 bdeowdr d otweats tsheg nawdt ers
l iving body blue. Discharges by the stomathkei cbDésnek
Finally, the patient develops a fever and soon after
It is difficult to imagine the fear that must have
emi grants Bernard and Mary Dani el died together on 1
| and, saw the | oss of t hree of t heir children within
and Andr ew, age 8, on the 17t h. As crowded families
unable to avoid being contaminated themselves. I n a
was essentially i mpossible to come by in a city with
cholera would only slow the spread of the bacteria,
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Past
A Doctor a Day
Doctors had no real idea how to treat cholera. They
that individuals who drank and ate excessively were
connection between cholera and poor sanitation, thei
as to exactly how it infected.
Dr . Mc Pheeters provided examples of different treatn
me | , bl eedi ng, cupping, chl orof or m, sal t and mustard
of the treatments that McPheeters and his nursés att
out come. Today, the CDC lists rehydration, antibioti
For pati et st rtahvaetl ctoou, | donr 4 fefdo rCh,mmh @ & piet alf s ,Putbh @ cc iHtei
pitals in each ward. For those who were most incapac
doctors made rounds, McPheeters among t hem. He descr
often going for a sinfloe ngadse obmuthouesmait i he ufs@er, powers
The Committee
The Committee of Public Health had its first meetin
grounds, the Committee stepped i under ordinance nt
the city. (Fi 5)
The Committee's first order of business was to appoi
men served as Block Inspectors for the month of Jul"
examine each tenement and premises in their district
once per day; to determine the number of people |ivi
the Hospitals designated by the Committeece; and to ge
men were volunteers, and_the majority of them decl in
accept payment at the en as th
t hese Bl ock | ns pec finouriss @t /Zm»m/z,y) of tha, Commeltlies qf Pblies Meat ts
were cleaned, and they o Surws 2.7% 1849 ssues
Commi ttee, who then unde ko g g /.,‘/_,f4,,/“(,./,,-,.,,.../;,.,,,...zwith |
A lha (/ lr ’(. s gpeiteida., Evenirg at Ui Howlivs MNocan
powerd tthegn granted by tf R R ey R
3 /“:/__ p Clonuns, Collics Jowiitt ands (Gack
One such nui sawpe swaikm a r e, . Buiictiiits; o
.o . I . Filds appointids Steritaie, freo laom
shape ofi natpendi xth War d Hs oraiti A..‘,,[’,,v/,,,,.,,x,//.-.‘,//’./, g brsco offuc
severe that the Committe i/l‘”/ﬁ’//'/”l\,’/”_” ti iy “/ Engi
Henry Kayser., to drain t i P O N O €
it he means at present at //.M,A/(/An /‘,,,.,..‘,,/..,L,/,., //unr/’-u-nsuff
; - of Thin cily the adoplioro of brwcgelies danaliey e ” wHhicls Iy h
to accompl i sh oHbwe nstauiadl |0 PRI oot lha sriaans of arnsiliing //.A,/,,,,/.,ﬁ////,,.,-,,‘.,
whi ch was ni &knLaankeed iKRA® Brewla g oo
honor, was drained, but J':'ugoet57l{ igligdai[fl[‘t?ré ?faghgeg]%oﬂ“imbﬁe
was over .
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One of the worst areas iS'Jx,el_” g’ ] ;;‘Eﬁ"jjggﬂjvj;the me
AShephelGd awalu¥artad the nu,‘S:?duL(\ | /'EI,W#ILJJ_"NJ_!
experienced. (Fig. 6) EBOx\;;V’V_'r,,_l‘:jDWYWJ":_J‘ J;‘f |]|Chout e
Pond, the tr"whibfbykf;ri/veg({ﬁj;\\“_/\\'}g\ ‘Fﬂf"_:j
most wretched descriptio i G \EfwnchJij_' | recep
for utter destitution, wh [ e 2 ) Q\,\I{qulfghe unf

N Em ] /i . — AHmJ
presents vasbOoOTlhegse toyp esu e Y ,)_';Q'LH“_} ) 53
scriptions can be foumsd r /°“Jg,v->\g\v4i;f__)‘j;,r, i ttee
port on this area, Which:'if&‘£~\ &Il}\jl‘]ﬁﬁkaﬁf‘F“mgas a d
death. As of trleeo€o mmint tt“’f"\\f'll_»J \"R"mr/f{?Ejuq'i@J Iz
|l east 74 people had died ‘J'V\_‘_J‘\_H fjﬁ’f;k‘;;, ij_‘}gfﬁ-lﬂie.

"/\, = »‘_//'/‘ L,i'w“'sft?‘.‘ll‘.twm‘»o,g U/U ‘\J‘ [J‘

Anot her measure taken by Ftirég L0 mmi gtreegn QleocPkur)slhE)vE/:s '{'ﬁg
was to establish a quar anHeisli&ar ®#We ArSE N al I sl an|d, al s
as Bloody Island& TDhal gwasanwtor g optat i omn
all incoming steam boats and have them inspected by
the passengers (usually emigrants) were removed frot
were permitted to either carry on to the city or to
cians, | ed by Dr. Richard F. Barrett, described the
100 individuals of German or |lrish or&gimeet Angl eas s
the Quarantine between its inception on July 5th to
Aftermath and Changes
Chol era had arrived in St. Louis during the early wi
in the city, killing an estimated tot al of around 4
Loui s, King of France, recorded over two thousand d
choleric months of that vyear. (Fig. 7) Other churche
tail formal Kkkeeei algs daedtoed¢dredsheer quantity. Some
individuals traveled out of St. Loui s, and it is pro
is greater than what was formally tabulated: most hi

heavi est mont hs.

jéﬁ':'é/ /)'-/(/(M
a,r’é), /dl) »512(4,4 /v%/d 0 99 a0 Jﬁy,a AN ',,/7 4,/,,,/,, 2 ,//,pa; @7 gr O /7
L2 ; / z > ,/ ’ / /1/’
ﬂzellm ﬁr ﬁu (/6{/( O Lo op O JOArg (s Gtk el ee 2O [/Ie’//// /o VA& Aot
e Lok S o/ g N 3 /4@/ Vol
&] N &7z 75 /0{4&0 (Hee c© (Cre /A 1877 M ir lenrecO O 57 ,;7 eree /é/
«'}4 Zor @AY . /'/.)( ler—
" 72 ) 2 2z arstl A Z

Fig. 7: Ol d Cathedral parish record of the deaths and |inter me
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After the epidemic, changes i n &n fProandt rwacst ufriel Ifeidn ail n
Biddle St. was also drained, freeing the surrounding
were constructed, street cleaning was i mplemented to

I't had taken the deaths of thousands for the city to
Cholera did affect PpPobelteef Cbhoubh&4d)s,sSmld (&ff al8lse sear
of St. Loull®budiked pnedamynantly struck those I iving
bly Irish and German emigrants. They had come to Am
their dreams were cut short by an epidemic that was
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SLCL Aut hor Event
WESTFALL

POLITICS & HISTORY SERIES

fiHenry V: The Astonishd ng Tri
Greatest Warrior King
Monday, October 7, 7: 00 pm, C
Bestselling historian Dan Jon
amining the dramatic | ife and
Englteanglreatest medieval Kking.
Engl and for only nine years 3
|l ooms over the | andscape of t
yonHlee was a hardened, sometim
he was also creative and art.i
made many mistakes, yet al way
it mattered As ki ng, he save
economic ruin, but sowed the
of calamity. Writing with cha
DAN JONES Jones delivers a thrilling ac
complexities in the |ife of a
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Data Sife  COETETEEE

With tkdhaegeng world of genetic geneal ogy services, includi
now offer storage for your DNA data. Each company has their
tend to evolve over time due to the changing | egal and ejlcon
DNA dat a ifsaw aglelneod] yap @i fsipll @ys t hoBSBmudsatadfonysourhakeyel p to di
tesakers. Genotype files have a .txt filetype. Al DNA tiest
many DNA testing companies allow you to upload your fileat -fr

forms each offer their own unique tools with which to visual
In order of popularity:

AAncest raylDINWlws you to download your data, but does not al/l
A23andaMel ows you to download your data, but does not allow
AMy Her ialalgews you to download your data, and allows you/ |to
AFami |l yTreaelelDN\As you to download your data, and all ows you
AGEDmatdohes not offer their own tests, but they do allow yc
ADNAPaichaes not offer their own tests, but they do allow vy

I f you have more specific questions about genetic geneal ogy,

New Sol diers Memori al Museum Exh
Ghost Army: The Combat Con Artists of \

The erhipdiotres the st®@r¥3mnd HdeéarddbarAtr enyss eS@reeti ald n iTtr owlps , wag & (
ble tanks and vehicles, fake radio traffic, sound ef fe@dt s,
neers, professionadacmédiwirtsh motdhidmgfheasi edsatmad t BOusahdidtl

and played an i mportant pa®@tWeibrsiAleli ed victory

The exhibit runs from 9/25/24 through 1/ 12

Seenohi st ory. ofrogr/ nmeommoer iianlf or mat i on.
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SERINECTRNE S 1 FRAISING HISTOR

With Hall oween approaching, check out some of the spooky |l oc
County &L ichartaarlyo g!

Thc Hist()lv & WY < \
FETiroy e ISSOURI
L(at rr 8 | M
l "" . ‘ WP T TSl GHOST STORIES
Fn\l()n 7 -
ol ; P et

TROY TAYLOR
A Haunted :

Ghost Tour in ‘ : :
\ : .. 'aranormal Missouri
Putariric Spairs AXD MILITARY GEOSTS 0K 7HE Miseisiee /IS & ; Show Me Your Mopsters

GHOSTS OF
JEFTERSORBARRACKS

His7oRY & HAUNTINGS OF 01D ST. LoUiS

E Yo vbj -M| ! -~
I o Schiffer Jason Orfiy
Spmts e
aint Louis

A (ho\l uide to the
{ Lm thly Activities

| it
i )%

2 umcv'mnkun
|
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H&G

asse
Progr

Exploring Ancestry
Thursday, October
The Ancestry Library Edition
geneal ogi cal research. Find
vantage of its mReayi g tereatuidsne

France: Tr aci

Library
3, 2:00 pm

From Qu®bec to
Monday, October 7, 6:30 pm,

Learn to use the Emerson&Hwva
collection of print resource
back in time through the ear
mately to their hometowns in
ry Month Webinar Seri es: Uni
Emer son History
required.

Beginning African American Gg¢

& GenBabbgtr|a

Edi

D
d.

(
i
s

s
I

A

ol

Wednesday, October 9, 10:00 pi
Do you want to research your
doin know where to start? Thi g
of geneal ogical research and
resources for African Americfa
Hi st ory & Geneal ogy at the gt

Reqgi s trreagtuiiorne d .

Preservation @ Florissant Valll
Wednesday, Oc4ob@rpr@, HI ®0i s dc¢
A History & Geneal ogy staff m
with scanning and saving old
20 items permitted, 8 I x 11
couraged to bring a digital

dri ve, and are responsi bl e flc
tendees may arrive at any t

ti mes may vary depending o}
AdulRtesy.i s trreaqtuiiorne d .

NEWS AND T| ESMERSON HI S
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Geneal ogy @ JB
Friday, Octdbé&0O pil, James8t own
The History & Geneal ogy Depart
the road! Ready to research yo
ber wil|l be available at t he
share information about how to
t he |I& brreasroyur ces. Attendees ma)
the event, and wait times may
Adul ts. No registration requir
Hearth & Home: Sources for Eng|
Wednesday, October 16, 6:30 pm
The Emerson History & Geneal of
sources for Engl i sh geneal ogy
books, | ocal hi stories, and o't
you | ocate your Engl i sh ancest
Mont h Webinar Seri es: Uni que |
Emer son History & GenBalbglr &£t
required.
Chol era in St. Loui s
Friday, October 18, 2:00 pm,t %
The year 1849 saw a cholera eB
Sippi Ri ver and take the J\?é
Loui sansst enotrh oof the populatl
presentation wil examine the
epi demi c and its i mpact on
AdulRtesy.i s trreaqtuiiorne d .
BygdebRker: Nor wegian Rur al Bo
Monday, October 21, 6:30 pm, V
Since the early 20th centu?i/
Imanuscripts t hat contain i &%
and families. Learn about BySd
tion at the Emerson History S
Family History Month Webinar S
sources at the Emerson History
Reqgi s trreagtuiiorne d
Exploring FamilySearch. org ssl
Wednesday, October 283, 2:00tp0m
Famil ySearch.org is a free web
‘of records for geneal ogy Idas
how to search for ancestors_, Ar
‘advantage of othl%ergifsetarteaqtmiecsne'd[A
Continued ne:
TORY & GENEALOGY CENTI
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https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-hearth-home-sources-english-genealogical-research
https://www.slcl.org/events/cholera-st-louis
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-bygdeboker-norwegian-rural-books
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Ortsfamilienb¢cher: Research nﬁglleanEA-lr:cYestSrECTI ON
Monday, October 28, 6:30 pm,| Virtual
Ortsfamilienbg¢cher contain gene i about
families within a specific tlown, somet i
going back to the beginning]|of n abou
the Emerson Histor® & aGgree alojddyyc
these books and how to use t|lhem. i story
Month Webinar Series: Uni qu e EurTHII-ZSTATEHISTDRICALSOCIETYDFMISSDURIhe
Emer son History & GenkRadiogtyrlaCeinadrer . Adul t s.
reguined, ffThe mission of the State Hist
} collect, preserve, publish, ex
Programs are available for reg|e§5[gh|98 gpltgspé&trgtand(?ypeorf
precedimyg momimn. SeeMLgﬁLea\(p%rr@tgsggénés ad o generate interes
classes cul tur al heritage of the state
and outreach.
Coming in November:
Beginning Geirman  Geneal ogly Research €aptefGsrandeau, Col um
Geneal ogy in Newspapers Roll a, Saint LopieyidaedaSpessg
Branching Out with DNA growi ng nruedfbeerre nocfe materials a
DIY Family History Gifts tions. The Center for Missour.
Starting Your Genealogical Joffnéyeatnathe@nnatPsfhi CALERFLES
at St. Louis ward exmansi drhseecCea@as ens t.he ac
Exploring the Memory Lab headquarters for ttHexBbteetpwb
esavailable for hosting a wide
St. Louis Germans in the Civjl War
Beginning Geneal ogy Research| The State Historical Society o
SLCL Databases for Geneal ogy| Rehsceapracsht and the present to er
served and shared. Hol di ngs cu
T unique manuscript collections
FI LM FI RST T an extensive newspaper coll ec
newspapers from all 114 Mi ssc
St. Loui s
The verhyoréfiarismh i s conlsed dMda reai | . .
. A T thousands of editori al cartoo
di abpTilree Be vMaboaoifFhe House ofr,etlh ) )
| eased in 1896. | rofaikl m dirrder | ' 2F€ and specialized books
George M®li s. It is approximﬂthousands of maps and phot'qgcrt
a bat, a cauldron, skeletons| Toral histories e f
can be viewed on iwskW&dipeld T an extensive art collection
The House of the .Devil _ (1896 George Caleb Bingham and Th
Website
Seehs mof or gmore information.
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https://www.slcl.org/events-classes
https://www.slcl.org/events-classes
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Hi st ory & Geneal
Print collection
Mor e th@mO 2lhbooks in the coll ec
The entire collecti &oni §niench : .
soalks wilih cedd heuimen e e R USRS R CHAE U e
avail able to check out. Patr)nealog|cal Society Website €
erence materials may be used Saturday, October 12, 10:Oorasm
With more than 1,600 pages, ab
Dat abase access names ,ofknnend i nteractive maps,
Many ldatreabreymmsbe used at home " €sources, the St. Louis Gene:
County Library cardholders | { Mustisit for those researchigpng
Some databases are restricted tour of the site with one of
access only. H&GSa&alCs$o Dmai ntaaj | i ghts.
Research guidance Seetl gfoorgnore information anc
H&G staff members can provide access.
phone and in person. Contact t he
| ower right corner of this pa StLGS events are free and open
Lookup service
H&G can provide photocopi es, man
l'i brary materials from indexe
specific citation. Requemsltisna St. Louis Genealogical Society
|l ookup request form StLGS
Book a Geneal ogi st
Researchers encouont ewhongwduli@®@ ni was 1+ >,
assistance in developing a plan to achieve specific research
goatan schedule a consultation_ wit an H&G staff
member. Requests can bBo okadae LPsanbeoﬁr lpgpljshed by the Emer:
Geneal ogist form gy Center at the St. Louis Coul
Subsctra bRrRastWwWioewsr ent and past
Memory Lab
H&G has personal recording apdondarriti Mg:& digitization stu-
di os for pr eserReisneg vifaaneiolnys ghuji Etecdrcys.on Hi st ory & Geneal ogy Cel
Recorders and s c anhneecrksefdmeoyuntamssa .bd oui s County Library
use. 1640 S. Lindbergh Bl vd.
St. Louis, MO 63131
Classes & progr ams 31493300
H&G of fers pevaminetapdefibsn n@Wgeneal ogy@s!l cl . or g
and experienced geneal ogists| Al %Vreqr)tgsenaeraq 0free and a |i -
brary card is not required. Mo hurs-89 parSafkr i am, -5 umm 1
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https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
http://www.slcl.org/genealogy
https://stlgs.org/
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WEBINAR"SERIES
< THEME: UNIQUE EUROPEAN RESOURCES &

Monday, October 7, 6:30 p.m.

From Québec to France:
Tracing the Journey

Learn to use the Emerson History & Genealogy Center’s
vast collection of print resources to trace your Québec
ancestors back in time through the earliest days of the

colony, and ultimately to their hometowns in France.

Wednesday, October 16, 6:30 p.m.
Bygdeboker: Norwegian Rural Books

Since the early 20th century, Norwegians have produced
manuscripts that contain rich details about rural individuals
and families. Learn about Bygdebgker and the growing
collection at the Emerson History & Genealogy Center.

Monday, October 21, 6:30 p.m.

Hearth & Home: Sources for English
Genealogical Research

The Emerson History & Genealogy Center collects print

resources for English genealogy. Learn about English tax

books, local histories, and other items in the collection to
help you locate your English ancestors.

Monday, October 28, 6:30 p.m.

Ortsfamilienbucher:
Researching German Ancestors

Ortsfamilienblcher contain genealogical information about

families within a specific town, village, or parish, sometimes

going back to the beginning of written records. Learn about

the Emerson History & Genealogy Center’s large collection
of these books and how to use them.
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