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Historic Breweries of Missouriôs 
First Capital 
 
When we think about the history of brewing in America, the cities 

of St. Louis and Milwaukee certainly stand out as important loca-

tions in our minds. 

But prior to Prohibition, practically every community had at least 

one brewery. American promoters like Fred C. Tolle made a career 

of marketing a booming interest in beer. From 1880-1935, Tolle 

traveled the country, convincing local tavern keepers to cut out the 

middle man, and with a little help from their pocket books, heôd help them open their very own brewery. The Peopleôs 

Brewery of Terre Haute, Fall City Brewing (Louisville), and Capitol City Brewing (Indianapolis) were just a few exam-

ples of Tolle projects. Of course, Tolle was quick to disappear before any real financial risk could be realized.   

In the small community of St. Charles, MO, the story of brewing started much, much earlier. A colonial French settle-

ment on the Missouri River, St. Charles served as Missouriôs first state capitol from 1821-1826. But St. Charles blos-

somed when German immigrants arrived in the 1840s and soon after, in 1852, the first brewery was established by a 

Prussian immigrant named Christian (Charles) Heuser.   

On the south end of the city, Heuser identified a piece of land in 

a small gully where a natural spring flowed from the hill. Here he 

established his Spring Brewery. Heuserôs Spring Brewery grew 

quickly in populari-

ty with the expand-

ing population of 

German immigrants 

and by 1860, his son

-in-law, Theodore Runge from Hanover, was working alongside him. 

Heuser operated the Spring Brewery for fourteen years until he passed 

away in June 1866 at the age of 58. He is buried nearby in St. Johnôs Unit-

ed Church of Christ cemetery.   

The Spring Brewery was left to the care of Theodore Runge who carried 

Charles Heuser and Theodore Runge, US Federal 
Census, 1860, St. Charles, MO and Theodore 
Runge 

Home and Brewery of Theodore Runge, 
Atlas of St. Charles County, MO 1876 

Rungeôs Spring Brewery, St. Charles, MO, 1866 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map 
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on for 24 more years. Runge built a residence on the hill above the property and resided there 

until 1890.  

Moerschel-Spring Brewing Company  

In 1890, Theodore Runge agreed to a transfer of ownership to Jacob F. Moerschel. Moerschel 

was born in Miltenberg, Bavaria in 1865. He immigrated alone to New York with letters of 

introduction for family friends in Milwaukee, but somewhere en route, he took a wrong train 

and found himself in St. Louis.  

Moerschel initially found work at the Klausman Brewery in Carondelet, MO, and he married 

Bertie Weitzel, with whom he had several children, including a 

son Otto. In 1882, the Moerschels moved to a residence at 422 

McDonough St. in St. Charles.  

In 1892, Moerschel expanded operations to include an ice 

house and coal service. Local newspapers regularly praised Moerschel as a popular pro-

gressive in the St. Charles community and the Moerschel home was a regular location of 

many parties and neighborhood events.   

In 1892, he purchased the C. & L. Wagner Brewery and in 1895, he purchased the Franz 

Garden Brewery, both of Jefferson City.  He renamed the Wagner Brewery the Capitol 

Brewing Company in 1896.  

Moerschel ceased operations at the Spring Brewery around this time due to aging equip-

ment and relied on brewers in St. Louis and his operations in Jefferson City to supply beer to St. Charles. In 1900, Jacob 

F. and Bertha relocated to Jefferson City, MO.  

In 1901, Jacob transferred ownership of the Spring Brewery to a business entity with capital of $50,000 operated by his 

son Otto, and his sons-in-law Henry C. Happy (Ida Moerschel), and Albert W. Happy (Bertha Moerschel). This owner-

ship group rebuilt the Spring Brewery with expanded facilities and new equipment and by 1907, they were producing 

10,000 barrels of beer per year. Otto served as biermeister while the Happy 

brothers handled the business and financials.  

Each proprietor had a residence located on the hill above the brewery, all 

of which have survived to today:  

¶ Henry C. Happy at 301 Perry St. 

¶ Albert W. Happy at 306 McDonough St. 

¶ Otto F. Moerschel at 130 McDonough St. 

The 1900 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of St. Charles documents Jacob 

Moerschelôs Spring Brewery.  

The rear of Albertôs residence can be seen in a photo appearing in the 1907 Promotional Booklet for the City of St. 

Charles on the hillside above the brewery.   

Moerschelôs Spring 
Brewery, St. Charles, 
MO, 1900 Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Map 

Moerschel-Spring Brewing Company, 
c1907 Promotional Booklet for the City 
of St. Charles. 

The Sunday News 
and Tribune, Decem-
ber 20, 1942 
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Moerschelôs Spring Brewery remained in operation until 1908 when it was sold to Charles Schibi.    

Schibiôs Brewery  

Charles Schibi was born in Alsace, France in 1852. In 1871, his family fled the Franco-Prussian War and came to St. 

Louis, where Charles found work at the Bremen Brewery, then located at 3823 N. Broadway. The Schibi family relocat-

ed to St. Charles in 1889.   

Charles opened his first St. Charles brewery in 1892 at 536 E. Clay St. It 

was a prominent corner location at the intersection of E. Clay and S. 5th 

Sts. He built a house next door at 566 E. Clay. Although the brewery is no 

more, the Schibi family home survives at 566 First Capitol Dr.  

According to the 1907 Promotional booklet for the city of St. Charles, he 

was more concerned with the health of his guests than the health of his 

pocketbook and his brewery was commended for its modern sanitary prac-

tices.   

In 1908, Charles purchased the Moerschel-Spring Brewery from its ownership group.  Not needing two breweries, he 

sold his first brewery to Jacob Fischbach.   

Fischbach Brewing Company 

In 1884, Ferd Heim of East St. Louis, IL, purchased the Star Ale Brewery at 14th and Main in Kansas City, MO. This 

was Heimôs third attempt at a brewery, having run locations in Manchester, MO, and East St. Louis, IL.  He renamed it 

Portraits and images from c1907 Promotional Booklet for the City of St. Charles, digitalcommons.lindenwood 
.edu/regional_documents/2/ 

Schibi Brewery from c1907 Promotional 
Booklet for the City of St. Charles 

https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/regional_documents/2/
https://digitalcommons.lindenwood.edu/regional_documents/2/
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the Bavarian Brewing Company. In 1885, he hired a recent Alsatian immigrant 

named Jacob Fischbach (b.1863) on as a brewer.  

In 1887, Heim purchased a sugar factory in the East Bottoms area of Kansas City 

and began the process of overhauling the facility into what would become the Heim 

Brewery and Electric Park. Fischbach relocated his family to the East Bottoms 

where he worked with Heim to develop the new facility.   

In 1908, Fischbach sought an opportunity to start his own brewery. Charles Schibi, 

having recently purchased the Moerschel Spring Brewery, was in the market to sell 

536 E. Clay St.  Jacob purchased the brewery and relocated his family to the facility. 

They can be found in the 1910 census living next door to Charles.  

During the pre-Prohibition era, there were no distributors handling contracts between breweries and taverns. If a brewer 

wanted their beer to be on tap around town, they 

negotiated their own contracts or owned and op-

erated their own taverns. In the transfer of owner-

ship of the two breweries, there were a number of 

distribution issues. Tensions must have been high 

for the neighbors on E. Clay St.   

As part of their agreement, Charles Schibi was to 

transfer the rights to distribution to a number of 

saloons selling Schibi Beer to the newly formed 

Fischbach Brewing Company; but Schibi had his own beer to distribute, and maintained his contracts.  

Jacob Fischbach filed suit in 1913 arguing his rights to certain taverns for distribution.  He requested $7500 in damages 

against Schibi.  Meanwhile, many of the former Moerschel distributors opted to sell Fischbach Beer, despite previous 

agreements made with Henry C. Happy. Schibi filed suits against the tavern keepers ï the courts finding in favor of 

Schibi.   

 Prohibition and Consolidation 

The Eighteenth Amendment was signed into law January 16, 1919.  The 

amendment presented many challenges for small and large brewers alike.  

Many transitioned to making soda, cereal beverages, ice, as well as dealco-

holizing beer to an allowed .5%.    

Schibi experienced significant pains under Prohibition. He turned his pri-

mary production to ice and continued to dealcoholize beers. In 1920, his 

steam boiler exploded, causing physical harm to Louis Amerin, an em-

ployee of the brewery.  

In June 1921, Schibi was ordered to suspend brewing operations by Chief Prohibition Agent Erskine J. Hoover because  

Schibi Spring Brewery, St. 
Charles, MO, 1917 Sanborn 
Fire Insurance Map 

1910 US Federal Census, St. Charles, MO.  538 E. Clay St.:  Fisch-
bach, Jacob; 566 E. Clay St.: Schibi, Charles 

St. Charles Weekly Banner News, Octo-
ber 30, 1913 
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Schibi was operating as a dealcoholizing plant without the necessary permits. 

The following June, Schibi opted to replace the dangerous steam boiler with electric ï at significant cost.  It allowed him 

to up the ice production of his plant, but it was too little, too late. The doors of his brewing operation had remained 

locked for over a year. When federal agents reopened the plant in July 1922, over $30,000 worth of beer had spoiled in 

company casks.  

In 1923, Schibi opted to sell the Spring Brewing Company to John Fischbach for only $20,000.  Schibi lived out his 

final days at 566 E. Clay St., where he passed away April 16, 1929.  

The Fischbach Brewery was not immune to the challenges of Prohibition.  Following his service in WWI, John Fisch-

bach assumed daily operations of the brewery from his father.  In 1920, John was producing beer and dealcoholizing it 

into soft drinks. Federal agents brought charges against Fischbach that on May 14th, 1920, beer of an alcoholic content 

exceeding .5% was seen leaving the brewery.   

The Fischbachs ran afoul of Prohibition agents again in 1926.  Their Clay St. brewery was raided and barrels of beer 

were dumped down the sewer.  

Thirteen years is a very long time for a business to survive, especially when that business is the target of constant federal 

investigation. By 1928, it became imperative that the Fischbachs turn any profit they could manage.  John opted to lease 

out the land behind the Water St. ice house to A.J. and Melvin Schniedermeyer,  

and C.C.  Swanson. ï owners of a new concern, the St. Charles Bottling Compa-

ny.  Here they would produce sodas of a non-alcoholic nature.  

End of Prohibition  

Very few breweries survived the thirteen years of Prohibition, but Fischbach 

was one. In May 1933, Fischbach Brewing Company was the sixth brewery in 

Missouri to once again be permitted to produce alcoholic beer. John Fischbach 

relocated all of their brewing operations to the Spring Brewery at Second and 

Water Sts. John was able to pull together enough equipment from the two brew-

eries to restart operations without significant investment.   

St. Charles Cosmos, July 
5, 1922 

St. Charles Weekly Banner 
News, December 30, 1920 

St. Charles Weekly Banner 
News, January 29, 1925 

The Marthasville Record, March 31, 
1933 



NOVEMBER 2024 | PAGE 6 

NEWS AND TIPS   |   EMERSON HISTORY & GENEALOGY CENTER 

Fischbach quickly launched an advertisement campaign, 

which ran from 1934-1935 with ads for Fischbach Export 

Beer appearing in two prominent St. Louis German language 

newspapers of the era: the Westliche Post and the Mississippi 

Blªtter. Fischbachôs Export 

Beer was a staple of the 

brewery from 1933-1950.    

In 1946, Jacob Fischbach 

explored selling his interest 

in the brewery. It was report-

ed in the St. Louis Post-

Dispatch that in September 

1946, Jacob was in negotiations with two Chicago purchasers, Herbert E. Goellner and 

G. L. Hardin. The amount was said to be $250,000.  No deal was ever finalized and in 

1950, John F. Fischbach, Sr. succeeded his father as brewery president. Jacob Fischbach 

passed away May 3, 1951. John F. followed his father only five-and-a half years later 

on November 7, 1957.   

Johnôs wife, Ellen Fischbach assumed control as president of the brewery. Their son, 

John F. Fischbach Jr. continued as the vice-president and brewer. Under Ellen and 

John Jr.ôs leadership, Fischbach continued to produce many of their popular prod-

ucts such as ñSkooner Beer.ò But in the late 50s ï early 60s, 

the market for small breweries was quickly shrinking. By 

1965, it became too much and Fischbach Brewing Company 

closed their doors.   

Van Dyke 

In 1967, Nicholas Van Dyke Jr., President of Metal Processing, Inc., acquired the premises, dis-

tribution rights, and capital stock of Fischbach Brewing Co. for $100.000 and invested over 

$250,000 in new equipment for the Spring Brewery.  

They produced only two beers: Van Dyke Lager and Van Dyke Export.  In February 1969, Van 

Dyke reported to the St. Louis Post Dispatch that he had spent over $750,000 investing, without 

returning a profit.  

The cause was an expensive run of radio advertisements, produced by local advertising execu-

tives Sidney Savan and Henry George.  The ñIn the Land of Giantsò advertisements were daring and humorous ï going 

so far as to name other local St. Louis breweries. And certainly people bought Van Dyke beer thanks to the commer-

cials, however, the product did not live up to the hype.  

Much like their offerings, they only lasted two years - closing their doors in 1970.  

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Sep-
tember 22, 1946 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
February 16, 1964 

St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, Febru-
ary 3, 1969 

St. Louis Globe-
Democrat, May 4, 1951 

St. Louis Globe-Democrat, 
November 8, 1957 
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The St. Charles Daily Monitor, March 6, 1895 

St. Charles Weekly Cos-
mos, January 19, 1910 Der St. Charles Demokrat, 

December 28, 1893 

Mt. Vernon Register-
News, December 16, 
1967 

Skooner Beer bottle label 

Export Beer bottle label 

St. Charles Weekly Cosmos, January 19, 1910 

 

Want to celebrate beer history? Join us for: 
 

Beercember: A Celebration of St. Louis Brewing History 

Friday, December 6, 6:00 p.m., Daniel Boone 
 

Commemorate the anniversary of Prohibitionôs end with an evening of brewing history, Wolf Creek Bluegrass music, historian 

Cameron Collins, and beer samples from 2nd Shift, Third Wheel, Arch Nemesis, Old Bridgeview, Blue Jay Brewing, and  

Narrow Gauge Brewing Company. Adults 21+. Registration required.  

https://www.slcl.org/events/beercember-celebration-st-louis-brewing-history


 NATIVE AMERICAN RESOURCES 

 

November is National Native American Heritage Month. Explore these helpful websites for Native American genealogy: 

 

Library of Congress: 

guides.loc.gov/native-americans/introduction 

 

National Archives: 

archives.gov/research/native-americans 

 

U.S. Department of the Interior  

bia.gov/guide/tracing-american-indian-and-alaska-native-aian-ancestry 

 

Family Tree Magazine: 

familytreemagazine.com/heritage/native-american/indian-territory/ 

 

FamilySearch: 

familysearch.org/en/wiki/Native_American_Online_Genealogy_Records 

 

Cyndiôs List:  

cyndislist.com/native-american/bmd/ 

 

National Indian Law Library: 

narf.org/nill/resources/roots.html 
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Do you use the FamilySearch Wiki? If not, check out the following FamilySearch webinar: 
 

Using the FamilySearch Wiki 

Thursday, November 14, 10:00 am MDT 
 

The FamilySearch Research Wiki is a free, online genealogical guide created and maintained by FamilySearch. It contains links to 

genealogy databases, websites, other resources, research strategies, and genealogical guidance to assist in the search for your 

ancestors. 
 

See familysearch.org/en/wiki/FamilySearch_Library_Classes_and_Webinars to register. 

 

https://guides.loc.gov/native-americans/introduction
https://www.archives.gov/research/native-americans
https://www.bia.gov/guide/tracing-american-indian-and-alaska-native-aian-ancestry
https://familytreemagazine.com/heritage/native-american/indian-territory/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Native_American_Online_Genealogy_Records
https://www.cyndislist.com/native-american/bmd/
https://www.narf.org/nill/resources/roots.html
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/FamilySearch_Library_Classes_and_Webinars
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Wednesday, November 6, 6:30 p.m., Virtual 

Beginning German Genealogy  

Learn the basics of German genealogical research and dis-

cover the resources available through the Emerson History & 

Genealogy Center at the St. Louis County Library. Adults. 

Registration required. 
 

Thursday, November 7, 10:00 a.m., Weber Road 

Genealogy in Newspapers 

Newspapers are excellent sources of genealogical and histori-

cal information, and digitization has made them more widely 

available. Explore the information you can find in newspapers 

and how to access our most popular databases. 

Adults. Registration required.  
 

Thursday, November 7, 6:30 p.m., Virtual 

Branching Out with DNA 

What exactly is DNA and how is it valuable to genealogists? 

Learn the basics of genetic testing and what tools and re-

sources are available online. Adults. Registration required. 
 

Monday, November 11, 6:00 p.m., Grantôs View 

DIY Family History Gifts 

As the family historian, how can you share your findings with 

the rest of your family? Learn about some easy DIY projects 

that make great gifts. Adults. Registration required. 
 

Wednesday, November 13, 2:00 p.m., Florissant Valley 

Starting Your Genealogical Journey at the National 
Archives at St. Louis 

Learn about the military and civilian holdings available at the 

National Archives at St. Louis (formerly called the National  

Personnel Records Center), and how to use them in research- 

H&G 
Classes & 
Programs 

 

ing one's family story. Employees from the archives will pro-

vide guidance on requesting these publicly available records 

for digital delivery or for review in the on-site research room, 

before opening the floor to a Q&A session. Adults. Registra-

tion required. 
 

Thursday, November 14, 6:30 p.m., Virtual 

Exploring the Memory Lab 

Learn about the Emerson History & Genealogy Centerôs 

Memory Lab, including what items can be digitized, the output 

formats available, and how to make an appointment to pre-

serve your own memories. Finish with a virtual tour of the lab 

stations. Adults. Registration required. 
 

Monday, November 18, 6:30 p.m., Virtual 

St. Louis Germans in the Civil War 

Many German immigrants who came to St. Louis fought in the 

Civil War. Learn about their history, contributions, and the re-

sources available for researching the ones in your family tree. 

Adults. Registration required.  
 

Tuesday, November 19,  2:00 p.m., Grand Glaize 

Beginning Genealogy Research 

If you have little or no research experience, this is the class for 

you. Learn about the genealogical research process, the 

many resources available through History & Genealogy at the 

St. Louis County Library, and how to get started. Adults. Reg-

istration required. 
 

Wednesday, November 20, 6:00 p.m., Clark Family 

KWUR: Rock It to Radio City 

KWUR is best known as the radio station for Washington Uni-

versity, but in the late 70s it was at the center of the growing 

St. Louis Punk scene. DJôs Dave Thomas and Steve Scariano 

will discuss the stationôs role in bringing Punk and New Wave 

music to Midwestern ears and how it served as a catalyst for 

new bands to form and a scene to grow. Adults. Registration 

required. 
 

Thursday, November 21, 2:00 p.m., Virtual 

SLCL Databases for Genealogy Research 

Discover some of the most popular databases for genealogy 

research that can be accessed through the St. Louis County 

Library. Adults. Registration required.  

 

https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-beginning-german-genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/events/genealogy-newspapers-0
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-branching-out-dna
https://www.slcl.org/events/diy-family-history-gifts
https://www.slcl.org/events/starting-your-genealogical-journey-national-archives-st-louis
https://www.slcl.org/events/starting-your-genealogical-journey-national-archives-st-louis
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-exploring-memory-lab-0
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-st-louis-germans-civil-war
https://www.slcl.org/events/beginning-genealogy-research-1
https://www.slcl.org/events/beginning-genealogy-research-1
https://www.slcl.org/events/kwur-rock-it-radio-city
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-slcl-databases-genealogy-research
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All branches of the St. Louis County Library will close at 5:00 

pm on Wednesday, November 27 and will be closed on 

Thursday, November 28 and Friday, November 29 for the 

Thanksgiving holiday.  

 

 

Coming in December: 

 

Jewish Genealogical Resources at SLCL 

Documenting Your Family History  

Grandmaôs Cupboard 

StL Genealogy 

Beercember 

Beginning Genealogy Research 

Grandpaôs Toolbox 

 

Programs are available for registration on the first day of the 

preceding month.  

 

See all SLCL programs at slcl.org/events-classes. 

 

Thanksgiving is a holiday built on a 

number of myths. Most adults know 

that the story of the Pilgrims and the 

Native Americans joining together 

after the formerôs first year on these 

shores may not have been exactly like it is described in 

books. Even the revised narrative that centers on Abraham 

Lincolnôs declaration of Thanksgiving as a national holiday 

misses much of the crucial context. 

 

The organization of Thanksgiving into the coherent, annual 

holiday celebrated throughout the United States is probably 

better attributed to George Washington, who issued a 

Thanksgiving Proclamation in 1789. He directed the individual 

states to celebrate a Thanksgiving, but without specifying a 

uniform date for doing so. For the most part, the newly elected 

governors obliged. In 1822, the rediscovery of a letter written 

in 1621 by Edward Winslow marked the emergence of the 

story we all learned in grade school. Consequently, the New 

England timing and style of celebration became the reference 

point for the rest of the nation. 

 

Thanksgiving in the United States remained more or less sta-

ble for the next three decades. A change came after the 1854 

Kansas-Nebraska Act. The act allowed individual states to 

decide whether or not to allow slavery by popular vote. The 

gap between the states began to widen, and Thanksgiving 

was caught in the middle. By 1859, the battle over when to 

hold Thanksgiving became so heated that Missouri Governor 

Robert Marcellus Stewart joined the governors of the south-

ern states in refusing to hold Thanksgiving on the same date 

as New England, on the grounds that they did not want to 

share the day with Yankee preachers denouncing slavery 

from the pulpit. Separate north and south Thanksgivings con-

tinued until Abraham Lincoln issued his proclamation in 

1863ðwhich both nationalized the holiday and set the mod-

ern date of celebrationðbut the goal was reasserting unity 

between the states more so than reviving a murky event in 

Massachusetts centuries prior. 

 

So as you sit down at the Thanksgiving table in this presiden-

tial election year, remember that political conflict has been 

baked in practically from the start! 

DID YOU KNOW  

 

Meet Me in St. Louis premiered in St. Louis on November 22, 

1944. The film stars Judy Garland as Es-

ther Smith, and tells the story of a year in 

the life of the Smith family in St. Louis in 

1903-1904, culminating at the Worldôs Fair. 

The movie was based on Sally Bensonôs 

collection of short stories for The New 

Yorker. Benson, whose maiden name was 

Smith, wrote about her life on Kensington 

Avenue. It was the second-highest gross-

ing film of 1944, and was selected in 1994 

by the Library of Congress for preservation in the U.S. Nation-

al Film Registry.  

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 

https://www.slcl.org/events-classes
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History & Genealogy Services 
 

Print collection 

More than 25,000 books in the collection can be checked out. 

The entire collection is included in the libraryôs online catalog. 

Books with call numbers that do not begin with ñRò are 

available to check out. Patrons can request books online. Ref-

erence materials may be used in person during library hours.  

 
Database access 

Many library databases can be used at home by St. Louis 

County Library cardholders living in the metropolitan area. 

Some databases are restricted to branch or H&G department 

access only. H&G also maintains the SLCL Digital Archives. 

 
Research guidance 

H&G staff members can provide research assistance by 

phone and in person. Contact information can be found in the 

lower right corner of this page.  

 
Lookup service 

H&G can provide photocopies, prints, or digital scans of many 

library materials from indexed sources or when given a       

specific citation. Requests can be made through the online 

lookup request form. 

 
Book a Genealogist 

Researchers encountering brick walls, or who would like 

assistance in developing a plan to achieve specific research 

goals, can schedule a consultation with an H&G staff 

member. Requests can be made using the online Book a 

Genealogist form. 

 
Memory Lab 

H&G has personal recording and scanning & digitization stu-

dios for preserving family history. Reservations are required. 

Recorders and scanners may also be checked out for home 

use.  

 
Classes & programs 

H&G offers a variety of in-person and virtual events for new 

and experienced genealogists. All events are free and a li-

brary card is not required.  

 

PastPorts is published by the Emerson History & Genealo-

gy Center at the St. Louis County Library. 

Subscribe to PastPorts or view current and past issues.  

 

Contact us: 

Emerson History & Genealogy Center 

St. Louis County Library  

1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63131 

314-994-3300 

genealogy@slcl.org  

www.slcl.org/genealogy 

Mon-Thurs 9 am-8 pm, Fri-Sat 9 am-5 pm, Sun 1-5 pm 
 

 

Monthly Meeting: Basic Conservation and Cleaning of 

Grave Markers  

Saturday, November 9, 10:00 am, Clark Family & Virtual 

The stones that mark the graves of our loved ones serve to 

identify their final resting places for hundreds of years to 

come. Join us as the manager of the Emerson History and 

Genealogy Center presents an introduction into cleaning and 

preserving these markers for future generations. Attendees 

will receive instruction in proper cleaning techniques, gaining 

permission, and selection of equipment/supplies for saving 

the stones within cemeteries. 

 

See stlgs.org for more information and to register for virtual 

access. 

 

StLGS events are free and open to the public. 

 
 

{ǘ[D{ 9ǾŜƴǘ 

https://slouc.na2.iiivega.com/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/resources-a-to-z?field_summary_value=&field_resource_categories_target_id=126&field_audience_target_id=All
https://slcl.recollectcms.com/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/memory-lab
https://slcl.myturn.com/library/inventory/browse?location=3331&hide_unavailable_reservation=true
https://www.slcl.org/events-classes?field_event_type_target_id=46&field_start_date_value_1_op=%3D&field_start_date_value_1%5Bvalue%5D=&field_start_date_value_1%5Bmin%5D=&field_start_date_value_1%5Bmax%5D=&combine=
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
http://www.slcl.org/genealogy
https://stlgs.org/
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ñNo-Shave Novemberò began in 2009 as a way to raise cancer awareness. Enjoy the spectacular facial hair on these  

historic gentlemen! 



A TOUR OF ST. LOUIS  

 

The May 2014 edition of PastPorts included a thorough review of a book titled A Tour of St. Louis; or the Inside Life of a Great City 

by J. A. Dacus and James W. Buel. This is a great read for anyone who has St. Louis ancestors and wants to know what life was 

like in the city in 1878. A book description, sketches, and the index from the original article are reprinted here. The book is availa-

ble at the Emerson History & Genealogy Center, where there is both a reference and a circulating copy (977.866 D119T). It can 

also be found online at Internet Archive at archive.org/details/tourofstlouisori00dacu. 

 

Among the books about St. Louis in the libraryôs collection, A Tour of St. Louis; or the Inside Life of a Great City stands out by 

providing a snapshot of the city and a colorful look at many of its citizens at the time it was written. ñThere are social developments 

here as well as elsewhere, a description of which is not always pleasant, and yet such an omission would leave the work incom-

plete as an account of the actual condition of the people at the present time,ò wrote the publishers. ñIt was the purpose of the pub-

lishers to present true pictures of the phases of metropolitan life encountered in our times.ò The authors, described as ñMembers of 

the St. Louis Press,ò produced a text that was part history, part civic and commercial promotion, part guide book, and part sensa-

tional description of the seamier side of urban life. Promotion of the activities of industrialist Thomas Allen, to whom the book is 

dedicated, figures prominently. Many engraved illustrations accompany the text.  
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�³The Happy Home,�´��published in 
the chapter �³Social Undercurrents�  ́

Bodemann�¶s Grove, included in �³Summer Pas-
times�´�� 

�³A Kerry Patch Residence,�´��
from �³Life Among the Lowly�  ́

St. Louis Hospital in the section titled 
�³Charitable and Reformatory�  ́

https://archive.org/details/tourofstlouisori00dacu

