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FOR THE RECORDS 

Periodicals and PERSI 
 

What are Periodicals? 

ñPeriodicalsò are journals, newsletters, magazines, and quarterlies. 

They are usually published with a fixed interval between issues. 

The periodicals that genealogists find the most useful are pub-

lished by genealogical and historical societies. They can be region-

al, ethnic, or topic-specific. Example titles include the St. Louis 

Genealogical Society Quarterly, The New England Historical and 

Genealogical Register, The North Carolina Genealogical Society 

Journal, The Highlander, and Sons of the American Revolution 

Magazine. (Fig. 1) 

What Can You Find in a Periodical? 

Periodicals can be a treasure trove of information for genealogists. Items that can be found in periodicals include family 

history articles, reprints of family bibles, stories, biographies, lists, indexes, queries and answers, research techniques, 

and much, much more! Periodicals may contain unique information that canôt be found anywhere else. They may also 

lead to new research. Periodicals tend to be the most helpful for lines that go back several generations in the United 

States, but not exclusively. A genealogy periodical will be considered a 

ñsecondaryò source, so you will want to follow up with primary documents 

when possible.  

What is PERSI? 

ñPERSIò stands for ñPeriodical Source Index.ò It is the largest subject index to 

genealogy and local history articles in the world, with more than 3.1 million 

entries. PERSI was created in 1986 by the staff of the Allen County Public 

Libraryôs Genealogy Center in Fort Wayne, Indiana. PERSI started out on the 

Allen County Public Libraryôs website, migrated to HeritageQuest, then Find-

MyPast. As of this writing, it is now back home at ACPL, and can be found at 

www.genealogycenter.info/persi/. (Fig. 2) 

Fig. 2: The PERSI homepage, courte-
sy of the Allen County Public Library  

Fig. 1: An aisle in the Emerson 
History & Genealogy Centerôs 
periodical collection 

https://www.genealogycenter.info/persi/
https://www.genealogycenter.info/persi/
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Searching PERSI 

PERSI can be searched in multiple ways, with the ñSurnamesò search being one of the 

most popular. The surname and keyword searches allow for an initial search term fol-

lowed by a second term for more filtering. The location and research technique search-

es utilize drop-down menus.  

Finding the Periodical 

Once you have a periodical title and volume, you can go about accessing it in a few 

different ways. The Emerson History & Genealogy Center subscribes to approximately 

2000 periodical titles, so we may have the one you are looking for. You can access the 

St. Louis County Libraryôs catalog to search for a title at www.slcl.org. Researchers are 

welcome to visit the center, located inside the Clark Family Branch, or requests can be 

made using our Lookup Request form at slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services/lookup-request. 

If Emerson does not have the periodical, WorldCat.org can be searched. World-

cat.org is a worldwide card catalog and will display the closest libraries to you that 

hold the title.  

If no nearby library has the periodical, you will want to utilize the Allen County 

Public Libraryôs order form. Since the APLC created and maintains PERSI, they 

have every periodical indexed in PERSI in their collection. All articles in the index 

can be ordered from Allen County for a small fee. An order form can be found at 

the bottom of the search results page on PERSI. (Fig. 3) Up to six articles can be 

ordered at one time, and the form can either be emailed or sent through the mail to 

ACPL. Print copies of the articles will be sent to the requesting party, along with a 

bill with payment instructions.  

Periodicals that are no longer under copyright (1928 or earlier), may possibly be digitized and found in the public do-

main. Websites like FamilySearch.org and archive.org are great places to check.  

If you have several ancestors from a specific area, such as a county, it may be worth it to join the local historical or gene-

alogical society that produces a periodical. This may give you access to all back issues (sometimes digitized and availa-

ble to members on their website), and then you will also receive the new issues.  

Example Search 

One of our H&G staff members has an ancestor by the name of David Kline. She 

first performed a surname search for ñKline.ò The next page then allowed her to 

put in more information, in this case the first name, ñDavid.ò (Fig. 4) Several re-

sults followed, with the third entry, ñDavid M. Kline , Jr. Family , NJ, ILò from 

the Genealogical Magazine of New Jersey, as an article of interest. (Fig. 5) Since 

H&G holds this title and volume, she was able to retrieve it from the shelves and 

see what was inside. In this case, the information in the article was based on a 
Fig. 5: The Genealogical Magazine 
of New Jersey, Vol. 51 

Fig. 4: PERSI search results for 
David Kline 

Fig. 3: The PERSI order form 

https://www.slcl.org/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services/lookup-request
https://search.worldcat.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/
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family bible. The information includes births, marriages, and deaths in the Kline family. (Fig. 6) 

Some other interesting periodical finds by H&G staff about their ancestors include a picture of Stokley Roberts in ñAn 

Old Itawamba Lawmanò (Fig. 7) and a newspaper clipping about William Medley in ñWilliam Medley of Itawamba 

Countyò (Fig. 8) from Itawamba Settlers. Other discoveries include ñThe Lost Village of Awaltò from Historical Tid-

ings about the Awalt family living in Franklin County, Tennessee (Fig. 9) and ñHendrick-Roberts, Etc.ò from Every-

bodyôs Ancestry, where Israel Hendrick is said to have been a soldier in King Philipôs War. (Fig. 10) 

Plan to take a dive into periodicals in 2025. You never know what you might find! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 7: ñAn Old Itawamba Law-
manò article with picture 

Fig. 6: ñDavid M. Kline, Jr. 
Familyò family bible records 

Figure 9: A portion of the ñHendrick-
Roberts, Etc.ò article 

Figure 10: Information about 
the Awalt family in ñThe Lost 
Village of Awaltò 

Figure 8: Newspaper adver-
tisement in ñWilliam Medley of 
Itawamba Countyò 



GENEALOGY GUIDES 

 
Do you need a little help with your genealogy? The Emerson History & Genealogy Center has a large section of genealogy 

guidebooks! 

 

Here are some example guidebooks that can be checked out: 

 

�*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���*�H�Q�H�D�O�R�J�\�� 
The Family Tree Problem Solver by Marsha Hoffman Rising (929.1 R595F) 

The Researcher�¶s Guide to American Genealogy by Val D. Greenwood (929.1 G816R) 

Genealogical Standards of Evidence by Brenda Dougall Marriman (929.1 M571G) 

 

�&�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���'�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�� 
Evidence Explained: Citing History Sources from Artifacts to Cyberspace by Elizabeth Shown Mills (907.2 M657E) 

Mastering Genealogical Documentation by Thomas W. Jones (929.1 J79M) 

Military Photographs and How to Date Them by Neil Storey (929.1072 S884M) 

 

�*�H�Q�H�D�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���:�U�L�W�L�Q�J�� 
Guide to Genealogical Writing: How to Write and Publish your Family History by Penelope L. Stratton & Henry B. Hoff, CG, 

FASG (929.1 S911G) 

How to Write and Publish Your Family History in 10 Easy Steps by Noeline Kyle (929.1 K99H) 

 

�'�1�$�� 
The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy by Blaine T. Bettinger (929.1 B565F) 

Research Like a Pro with DNA: A Genealogist�¶s Guide to Finding and Confirming Ancestors with DNA Evidence by Diana Elder, 

Nicole Dyer, & Robin Wirthlin (929.1 E37R) 

 

�5�H�F�R�U�G���7�\�S�H�V�� 
Land & Property Research In the United States by E. Wade Hone (929.1 H772L) 

Your Guide to Cemetery Research by Sharon DeBartolo Carmack (929.1 C287Y) 

 

�(�W�K�Q�L�F���*�H�Q�H�D�O�R�J�\�� 
From Generation to Generation: How to Trace Your Jewish Genealogy and Family History by Arthur Kurzweil (929.1 K96F) 

Deciphering Handwriting in German Documents: Analyzing German, Latin and French in Historical Manuscripts by Roger P. 

Minert (929.1 M664D) 

Tracing African-American Roots by Dee Clem (929.1089 C625T) 

Hispanic American Genealogical Sourcebook by Paula K. Byers (929.1089 H673) 

A Beginner's Guide to British and Irish Genealogy by Chris Paton (941 P312B) 

Tracing Ancestors Among the Five Civilized Tribes: Southeastern Indians Prior to Removal  by Rachal Mills Lennon, CGRS 

(929.1 L567T) 

 

Search the entire St. Louis County Library catalog at www.slcl.org. 
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