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FOR THE RECORDS 

African American Church Histories 

 

There are several historic African American churches in St. Louis City and County whose origins predate the Civil War. 

Some of them have oral histories about slave owners “giving” land to their enslaved people in order to construct a 

church. Unfortunately, such a “gift” was not usually formal and thus not recorded, and it can be nearly impossible to 

obtain an accurate understanding of the actions of people who lived over 170 years ago. However, with some digging 

you can locate enough information to form a general picture of actions. 

In this article, the First Baptist Church of Chesterfield (FBCC) will be examined as a case study. (Fig. 1) A member of 

the church came into the Emerson History & Genealogy Center wanting to find more information about the origin of 

their church, which they had been told was gifted to the congregation by the local landowner. While every church is 

different, it is hoped that the research process for FBCC will provide an example to follow on where to begin research-

ing the origins of an African American church. 

Where to Begin 

Start on the inside 

A good place to start gathering information about the history of the church is the church itself. Investigate what histori-

cal records the church has saved and speak with the elders of the congregation. Glean as much as you can from readily 

available resources. If you want to make a record of these conversations, the History & Genealogy Department offers 

Fig.1: Historical recreation of the First Baptist Church of Chesterfield  
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Oral History Kits for check out, which you can use to make audio recordings, or 

consider booking time in the Memory Lab’s Personal History Recording Studio 

(Fig. 2) 

What do published history books have to say? 

Many cities and towns have published books with historical information, and the 

St. Louis County Library has collected many of these. Peruse the online catalog to 

determine what resources are available at the library. 

What do the newspapers say? 

Check contemporary newspapers around the date of your church’s origin, if availa-

ble, for any relevant news articles or to see if anything was published for anniver-

sary celebrations. You can access a variety of newspaper databases from the library’s website, and History & Genealogy 

has some newspapers on microfilm. 

What does the city say? 

Next, check out the website of the church’s town or city. Many cities take pride in their old establishments, and may 

have put together information about the church already. Using the First Baptist Church of Chesterfield as an example, 

you can find a few different entries about the church’s history. The City of Chesterfield’s webpage on the church in-

cludes information written by Ann Chrissos, such as the following: “By December 1875, the Church had approximately 

thirty members, who became the legal owners of the property. The deacons at that time were: Brothers Samuel Harris, 

Lott Monroe, Pleasant Moore, Squire Green, Samuel Jackson, William Brooks and Samuel Brisco.” The inclusion of 

dates and names in this information will be extremely useful–write down this kind of information so you can refer to it 

later. 

From these starting points above, the following information about the FBCC has been gathered: 

 Dates to look out for: 1846 and 1875 

 Potential landowners: Leah Long 

 People connected to the church: Samuel Harris, Lott Monroe, 
Pleasant Moore, Squire Green, Samuel Jackson, William Brooks 
and Samuel Brisco 

 Locations: Originally at the southeast corner of Wild Horse 
Creek Road and Chesterfield Parkway West 
 

Mapping it out 

Once you’ve found the information in the aforementioned resources, you 

can start to examine available contemporary sources like maps. Plat maps 

in particular are very useful as they record the landowners, road names, 

some geographic features, and occasionally structures such as schoolhous-

Fig. 2 

Fig. 3  

https://www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/genealogy/oral-history-kits
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/memory-lab
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/resources-a-to-z?field_summary_value=&field_resource_categories_target_id=126&field_audience_target_id=All


FEBRUARY 2025 | PAGE 3 

NEWS AND TIPS   |   E M E R S O N H I S T O R Y  &  G E NE A L O G Y  C E NT E R  

es and churches. There are many St. Louis City and County maps available online, and for the time period of the mid to 

late 1800s there are a few to look at in particular. These and more are available online through the Missouri Historical 

Society’s “St. Louis City and County Atlases and Plat Books” Libguide. Some resources include: 

 Dupre’s 1838 Atlas 

 Hutawa’s 1847 Atlas 

 Hutawa’s 1862 Atlas 

 Pitzman’s 1878 Atlas 
 

This example from the 1878 Pitzman’s Atlas shows several plots of land that are owned by the Long family, as well as 

an adjacent plot owned by Samuel Brisco, who was listed as one of the FBCC’s deacons. In a very small notation, there 

is also a demarcation set for “2nd Bapt. ch.” on the property of Cynthia A. Long.. (Fig. 3)  

In deeds 

Names found on plat maps are an excellent resource, as they indicate that there is an official record of that person pur-

chasing or being given that land. With the knowledge that an official record likely exists, the next step is to search for 

deed information. One option is to investigate Collet’s Index to Instruments Affecting Real Estate. The index goes up to 

1854 and is divided into grantors (the sellers of the land) and grantees (the buyers of the land). The index and deed rec-

ords are available digitally in the record set “St. Louis City archives records, 1816-1848 : deeds, land grants, marriage 

contracts, powers of attorney, notarial records” at FamilySearch.org. 

In the FamilySearch.org record set for the “Deed records of the city and county of St. Louis, Mo., 1804-1901,” there are 

alphabetical indexes beyond Collet’s. If searching for named individuals does not yield the results you’re looking for, as 

happened during the search for the Long family, you can instead look at the Inverted Indexes for the church. Regardless 

of the name of the church, they are often listed under “C.” In this instance, two possibly useful entries were found, one 

for “Chesterfield Baptist Church” and another for “Church-Missionary Baptist of Chesterfield - Bonhomme township.” 

The reference to the Chesterfield Baptist Church leads to a deed from 1846, wherein Reuben Long and his wife Priscilla 

entrust about an acre of land to the “trustees” of the church, who are named as James Long, Robert Lewis, and John 

Baxter. (Fig 4) Although the date, location of the land, and Long family match up with the information from the City of 

Chesterfield’s website, the trustees do not. Bearing this information in mind, we move forward with our research.  

Upon locating the indexed record for “Church-Missionary Baptist of Chesterfield - Bonhomme township” (Fig. 5), the 

picture becomes clearer. In 1868, Cynthia A. Small (compared to Cynthia A. Long on the map) sells property to Pleas-

ant Moore, Samuel Briscoe, and William P. Brooks, three of the men who were named as church deacons. (Fig. 6) 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 4 

https://mohistory.libguides.com/c.php?g=1287461
https://mohistory.libguides.com/c.php?g=1287461
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/453840
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/453840
https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/130717
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After looking at the deeds, the following information 

is added to what had previously been gathered: 

 Dates: 1868 

 Landowners: Cynthia A. Small, perhaps Long 

 Church trustees: Pleasant Moore, Samuel 
Briscoe, William P. Brooks 

 

Who is who? 

It is important to remember that in the present, all that can be learned from these sources is facts. One of the greatest 

challenges to genealogical and historical research is recognizing that without primary accounts from the individuals in-

volved, it is only possible to speculate as to what led people to make decisions. With the list of individuals connected to 

the history of the church growing longer, it comes time to learn more about them if possible. Ancestry Library Edition 

and FamilySearch are two resources that can be used to track down genealogy information about the names the search 

has hitherto uncovered.  

Cynthia Francis 

Cynthia Francis married Andrew Small in 1860, but in 1865 her uncle James Francis helped her purchase land from 

John F. Long. The deed stated that it was to be “separate and apart from her said husband and wholly free from his con-

trol or interference, debts and liabilities.” In 1868, Cynthia Small sold land to the trustees of the Missionary Baptist 

Church of Bonhomme Township, on the site of the future First Baptist Church of Chesterfield. Later that same year, 

Cynthia married Alton Long, who was the grandson of James Long. 

Samuel Briscoe 

On the 1878 Pitzman’s Atlas, we know that Samuel Briscoe owned land that directly abutted a large tract owned by var-

ious members of the Long family. In searching through the deed indexes, it turns out that there is a deed from 1869 sell-

ing land from Gabriel Long to Samuel Briscoe. This, added to Briscoe’s connection to the church, suggests an existing 

relationship between him and the Long family.  

According to the 1860 slave schedule for James Long, he was the enslaver of a 38 year old black man, which is how old 

Samuel Briscoe would have been. James also enslaved a 36-year-old black woman, a 12-year-old black girl, a 3-year-

old black boy, and a 5-month-old black boy. In searching Ancestry for Samuel Briscoe, a marriage record comes up 

from 1867. In that record, Samuel is listed as marrying Rachel Moore, and their children are listed along with their ages: 

Harriet age 19, Charles age 10, Daniel age 8, and America age 4. These ages of Samuel’s first three children match with 

the ages of the children enslaved by James Long in 1860. Furthermore, the filer of that marriage record was William P. 

Brooks, one of the deacons of the FBCC. 

Educated Assumptions 

It can therefore be concluded that Samuel Briscoe and his family were enslaved by James Long, but were freed during 

or after the Civil War. It is possible that the other deacons of FBCC were also enslaved by members of the Long family.  

Fig.5 
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In 1846, the Longs set aside land for their slaves to use as a place of worship, but were unable to deed the land directly 

to them, so they named intermediaries as trustees.  

In 1867, the effects of the Civil War were at last being seen in Missouri, and Briscoe’s marriage was officially recorded.  

There were many other marriage records filed by William P. Brooks during 1867, indicating that black marriages were 

finally being recognized.  

The following year, divorcee Cynthia Francis Small, who had owned land adjacent to the Longs for three years and pre-

sumably had been aware that the formerly enslaved people had a church on her land, sold that lot to the “Missionary 

Baptist Church of Bonhomme” whose deacons included formerly enslaved men.  

Conclusion 

By using the resources available, it is possible to piece together supporting evidence for the origin story of the First Bap-

tist Church of Chesterfield. Objectively, only bare facts were found, but these facts contained enough information to 

suggest the likely story. It is worth noting that such finds may not be possible for every church, but these tools provide 

researchers with a good foundation for finding their story. 
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FRENCH CANADIAN RESOURCES 

 

Do you have French Canadian ancestors? If so, the Emerson History & Genealogy Center has print resources for you!  Several 

individuals and organizations have created resources that transcribe and organize these records. Here are some examples: 
 

Dictionnaire g®n®alogique des familles canadiennes depuis la fondation de la colonie jusqu'¨ nos jours (7 volumes) (R 

971.4 T164D) 

Cyprien Tanguay, a Roman Catholic priest, published the first volume in 1871. He conceived it as a way for clergy to confirm that 

those intending to marry were not too closely related. He also believed it would be useful for providing records for courts and for 

matters of historic interest. This resource uses church records to trace lineages from the early nineteenth century back through 

the founding of the colony and often their home town or village in France. 
 

Dictionnaire g®n®alogique des familles du Qu®bec des origines ¨ 1730 (971.4 R425) 

René Jetté, a history teacher and indexer, created this work in 1983. Because there were errors found in Tanguayôs resource, 

Jetté determined an updated version would be useful. Although he primarily used church records, Jetté also looked at other 

sources. One of the most useful aspects of Jettéôs work comes about because of his knowledge of contemporary French place 

names and locations. His listings include the current name of the place in France where the individuals originated. 
 

Our French-Canadian Ancestors (30 Volumes) (R 971.4014 L442O) 

These volumes provide detailed family histories of the original settlers of Québec. Each biography begins with a sketch of the 

individual. These images may be a bit fanciful, but nevertheless each biography provides several pages of information about the 

individual and their family, including their parents and origin in France. 
 

Dictionnaire national des canadiens fran­ais (1608-1760) (3 volumes) (971.4 D554) 

The first two volumes of this resource consist of a detailed index of marriages, organized alphabetically by the groomôs name. It 

typically provides the names of both parties, their parents, and the date and place of the marriage. The civil records, themselves 

duplicate copies of the church records, provide the source material for these indexes. The third volume contains brief biog-

raphies and often copies of the signatures or marks of French Canadians.  
 

King's Daughters and Founding Mothers: the Filles du Roi, 1663-1673 (2 Volumes) (971.4 G197K) 

The Filles du Roi, or ñKingôs Daughters,ò became the founding matriarchs of many Québécois families. These women typically 

came from poor or modest backgrounds. In an attempt to offer them better lives, and to help balance the genders in Québec, the 

king agreed to give them money for a dowry and pay for their passage if they would emigrate to the new world. The books pro-

vide information about their lives, origins, and marriages. 
 

R®pertoire des actes de bapt°me, mariage, s®pulture et des recensements du Qu®bec ancien (47 Volumes) (R 971.4 

R425) 

Arguably the most complete and accurate of any of the secondary sources, this massive reference set abstracts registers from 

Roman Catholic parishes across Québec covering the years 1608 through 1765. These abstracts not only name the subject of 

the act (baptism, marriage, or burial) but also include the names of other people involved, including parents, godparents, wit-

nesses, and even the name of the priest. Organized by parish and time period, with different sections for each act, this resource 

can seem daunting at first, but usually provides very little difficulty for most researchers once they get into it. When creating the 

resource, the authors decided to present the records exactly as they appear without any editing or interpretation. This leaves the 

researcher to reckon with spelling variations, and possible errors in the original records, but it also allows them to make their own 

decisions as if they were looking at the original record.  

FEBRUARY 2025 | PAGE 7 

NEWS AND TIPS   |   E M E R S O N H I S T O R Y  &  G E NE A L O G Y  C E NT E R  



 

 

Madness: Race and Insanity in a Jim Crow Asylum 

Antonia Hylton 

eBook available from OverDrive  

Print book available (362.21 H996M, see the SLCL online catalog for locations or to place a hold)  

 

On a cold day in March of 1911, officials marched twelve Black men into the heart of a forest in 

Maryland. Under the supervision of a doctor, the men were forced to clear the land, pour cement, 

lay bricks, and harvest tobacco. When construction finished, they became the first twelve patients 

of the stateôs Hospital for the Negro Insane. For centuries, Black patients have been absent from 

our history books. Madness transports readers behind the brick walls of a Jim Crow asylum. 

 

In Madness, Peabody and Emmy award-winning journalist Antonia Hylton tells the ninety-three-

year history of Crownsville Hospital, one of the last segregated asylums with surviving records and 

a campus that still stands to this day in Anne Arundel County, Maryland. She blends the intimate tales of patients and employ-

ees whose lives were shaped by Crownsville with a decade-worth of investigative research and archival docu-

ments. Madness chronicles the stories of Black families whose mental health suffered as they tried, and sometimes failed, to 

find safety and dignity. Hylton also grapples with her own familyôs experiences with mental illness, and the secrecy and shame 

that it reproduced for generations. 

 

As Crownsville Hospital grew from an antebellum-style work camp to a tiny city sitting on 1,500 acres, the institution became a 

microcosm of Americaôs evolving battles over slavery, racial integration, and civil rights. During its peak years, the hospitalôs 

wards were overflowing with almost 2,700 patients. By the end of the 20th-century, the asylum faded from view as prisons and 

jails became Americaôs new focus. 

 

In Madness, Hylton traces the legacy of slavery to the treatment of Black peopleôs bodies and minds in our current mental 

healthcare system. It is a captivating and heartbreaking meditation on how America decides who is sick or criminal, and who is 

worthy of our care or irredeemable. –Publisher 
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See familysearch.org/en/rootstech/ for more information.  
 

St. Louis County Library is a FamilySearch affiliate library.  

https://www.familysearch.org/en/rootstech/
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Tuesday, February 4, 6:00 p.m., Clark Family 

Documentary Film Screening: "Creation Equals Move-

ment"  

Learn about the Black Artists Group, a group of radical young 

St. Louis jazz musicians and artists founded after the Civil 

Rights Movement, who gained recognition as far away as 

New York and Europe. In celebration of Black History Month. 

NR. Running time: 48 min.  Adults. Registration required.  
 

 

Thursday, February 6, 6:00 p.m., Lewis & Clark 

Beginning African American Genealogy  

Learn the basics of genealogical research, tips for African 

American genealogy, and resources available through the St. 

Louis County Library. In celebration of Black History Month. 

Adults. Registration required. 
 

 

Monday, February 10, 6:30, Virtual  

Virtual Program: Exploring FamilySearch.org  

FamilySearch.org is a free website offering access to millions 

of records for genealogy and family history research. Learn 

how to search for ancestors, navigate the catalog, and take 

advantage of other features. Adults. Registration required. 

 

Tuesday, February 11, 2:00 p.m., Parkview 

Beginning African American Genealogy 

Learn the basics of genealogical research, tips for African  

American genealogy, and resources available through the St.  

 

H&G 
Classes & 

Programs 

 

Louis County Library. In celebration of Black History Month. 

Adults. Registration required. 

 

Thursday, February 13, 2:00 p.m., Virtual 

Virtual Program: Free Websites for African American Ge-

nealogy Research 

Explore how to access and use several free websites for your 

African American family history research. Part of the Thrifty 

Thursdays Webinar Series. In celebration of Black History 

Month. Adults. Registration required.  

 

Tuesday, February 25, 2:00 p.m., Virtual 

They Will Make Good Soldiers: Ulysses S. Grant and the 

United States Colored Troops 

Presented by Nick Sacco, Historian and Curator, Ulysses S. 

Grant National Historic Site 

Examine General Grant's relationship with Black soldiers dur-

ing the Civil War and how they contributed to victory on the 

battlefield. In celebration of Black History Month. Adults. Reg-

istration required. 

 

Wednesday, February 26, 9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m., Daniel Boone 

Mobile Memory Lab 

A traveling version of the Emerson History & Genealogy Cen-

ter's Scanning & Digitizing Studio will be available at the Dan-

iel Boone Branch. Digitize your photos, slides, home videos 

and more. Bring a 16 GB or larger flash drive. 

Adults. Appointment required.  

 

Thursday, February 27, 2:00 p.m., Clark Family Branch or 

Virtual 

Hybrid Program: Genealogy in Newspapers 

Newspapers are excellent sources of genealogical and histori-

cal information, and digitization has made them more widely 

available. Explore the information you can find in newspapers 

and how to access our most popular databases. 

Adults. Registration required. 

 
 

https://www.slcl.org/events/documentary-film-screening-creation-equals-movement
https://www.slcl.org/events/beginning-african-american-genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-exploring-familysearchorg-0
https://www.slcl.org/events/beginning-african-american-genealogy-0
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-free-websites-african-american-genealogy-research
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-they-will-make-good-soldiers-ulysses-s-grant-and-united-states-colored-troops
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-they-will-make-good-soldiers-ulysses-s-grant-and-united-states-colored-troops
https://www.slcl.org/events/mobile-memory-lab
https://www.slcl.org/events/hybrid-program-genealogy-newspapers


LIBRARY CLOSURE 
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All branches of the St. Louis County Library will be closed on 

Monday, February 17 for Presidentsô Day.  

 

 

Coming in March: 

 

Using City Directories 

 

History of St. Louis Movie Theaters 

 

Genealogy Research at Missouri Digital Heritage 

 

Finding Female Ancestors 

 

Free Irish Genealogy Websites 

 

Heritage Tours 

 

Finding Missouri Female Ancestors 

 

Exploring Ancestry Library Edition 

 

Interesting and Amusing Documents in the Missouri His-

torical Society Collections 

 

Genealogy @ Thornhill 

 

See all SLCL events at www.slcl.org/events-classes. 

 

 

Do you have ancestors that lived in the metro east? The Illi-

nois counties that lie on the other side of the Mississippi River 

from St. Louis County are Madison, St. Clair and Monroe.  

 

Luckily, all three of these counties have active genealogy so-

cieties that you can join! 

 

Madison County: 

sites.rootsweb.com/~ilmadcgs/ 

 

St. Clair County: 

stclair-ilgs.org/ 

 

Monroe County: 

sites.rootsweb.com/~ilmcghs/ 

 

SOCIETY SECTION 

 

In the age of digitized records, FamilySearch.org is a staple of 

modern genealogical work. ñDigitizedò does not mean that any 

given record is indexed and searchable, however, so many 

records still require researchers to manually sift through digital 

page after page of information hoping to find what theyôre 

looking for.  

 

This is where FamilySearchôs ñFull Textò function comes into 

play. Part of FamilySearch Labs, Full Text uses handwriting 

recognition technology and Optical Character Recognition 

software to convert images of text into a searchable page. 

What this means is that it allows you to search the full text of 

numerous records that have not been hand-indexed yet! 

While not a perfect system yet (as noted by its ñexperimentalò 

label), it has the potential to reduce hours of screen time 

scrolling through images. 

 

To access Full Text, scroll down on the main FamilySearch 

page and find the ñFamilySearch Labsò tab. Alternatively, click 

here to try out this great new technology: familysearch.org/

search/full-text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAMILYSEARCH TIP 

https://www.slcl.org/events-classes
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~ilmadcgs/
https://stclair-ilgs.org/
https://sites.rootsweb.com/~ilmcghs/
https://www.familysearch.org/search/full-text
https://www.familysearch.org/search/full-text
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY  

History & Genealogy Services 
 

Print collection 

More than 25,000 books in the collection can be checked out. 

The entire collection is included in the libraryôs online catalog. 

Books with call numbers that do not begin with ñRò are 

available to check out. Patrons can request books online. Ref-

erence materials may be used in person during library hours.  

 
Database access 

Many library databases can be used at home by St. Louis 

County Library cardholders living in the metropolitan area. 

Some databases are restricted to branch or H&G department 

access only. H&G also maintains the SLCL Digital Archives. 

 
Research guidance 

H&G staff members can provide research assistance by 

phone and in person. Contact information can be found in the 

lower right corner of this page.  

 
Lookup service 

H&G can provide photocopies, prints, or digital scans of many 

library materials from indexed sources or when given a       

specific citation. Requests can be made through the online 

lookup request form. 

 
Book a Genealogist 

Researchers encountering brick walls, or who would like 

assistance in developing a plan to achieve specific research 

goals, can schedule a consultation with an H&G staff 

member. Requests can be made using the online Book a 

Genealogist form. 

 
Memory Lab 

H&G has personal recording and scanning & digitization stu-

dios for preserving family history. Reservations are required. 

Recorders and scanners may also be checked out for home 

use.  

 
Classes & programs 

H&G offers a variety of in-person and virtual events for new 

and experienced genealogists. All events are free and a li-

brary card is not required.  

 

PastPorts is published by the History & Genealogy Depart-

ment at the St. Louis County Library. Subscribe to PastPorts 

or view current and past issues.  

 

Contact us: 

Emerson History & Genealogy Center 

St. Louis County Library  

1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63131 

314-994-3300 

genealogy@slcl.org  

www.slcl.org/genealogy 

Mon-Thurs 9 am-8 pm, Fri-Sat 9 am-5 pm, Sun 1-5 pm 
 

 

On February 14, 1849, President James K. Polk was photo-

graphed by studio owner Mathew Brady in New York City. 

The resulting portrait is the earliest surviving photograph of a 

president taken while in office! 

HYBRID PROGRAMMING 
 

The Emerson History & Genealogy Center is now offering 

ñhybridò classes and programs. For select events, you will see 

both in-person and virtual (Zoom) options. These will happen 

simultaneously, so choose the one that best fits with your 

schedule and lifestyle! 

https://slouc.na2.iiivega.com/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/resources-a-to-z?field_summary_value=&field_resource_categories_target_id=126&field_audience_target_id=All
https://slcl.recollectcms.com/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/memory-lab
https://slcl.myturn.com/library/inventory/browse?location=3331&hide_unavailable_reservation=true
https://www.slcl.org/events-classes?field_event_type_target_id=46&field_start_date_value_1_op=%3D&field_start_date_value_1%5Bvalue%5D=&field_start_date_value_1%5Bmin%5D=&field_start_date_value_1%5Bmax%5D=&combine=
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
http://www.slcl.org/genealogy
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The St. Paul Sandwich, Part I 
 

St. Louis is a city that is especially proud of its local delicacies, whether it be the ubiquitous ñT-

Ravò or the more obscure salad dressing first served at the old Mayfair Hotel. But no dish has 

quite so confounded historians and enthusiasts as the ñSt. Paul Sandwich.ò It consists of fried, 

beaten eggs mixed with various meats and vegetables, and is served on white bread, usually 

with pickles. Today, it is only available in Chinese restaurants in the City of St. Louis and its im-

mediate vicinity, so you will not find one in Minnesota despite its same-named city occasionally 

being proposed as the sandwichôs place of origin. This is incorrect, because after much re-

search, what follows may be a more definitive history of this peculiar dish. 
 

To start, we need to acknowledge that what we call a ñDenverò or ñWesternò omelet most likely 

originated with Chinese camp cooks in the 19th century. While cheese, green peppers, and mushrooms would be added later, the 

combination of beaten eggs, ham, and onion made a very quick meal for the men laboring on the railroads, down the mines, and in 

the forests. Those ingredients were easy to come by and didnôt spoil quickly. Furthermore, the dish itself was a take on Egg Foo 

Yung, a popular Cantonese street food. Like Chop Suey, Egg Foo Yung caught on with the American public in the early 20th cen-

tury, with the first mention of it being served in St. Louis occurring in 1908.  
 

In 1899, however, the St. Louis Globe-Democrat was reporting on a conflict going on downtown between the until-then unlicensed 

street vendors and the brick-and-mortar restaurants and hotels. Alongside the hot dog and tamale vendors, one of the people inter-

viewed for the story was a young Italian immigrant selling sandwiches from his cart. Per the paperôs correspondent, the man beat 

some eggs, mixed them with ham and onion, fried them up, and served the whole thing on two slices of bread. Neither the hack 

nor the hawker thought it remarkable that this concoction was called a ñSt. Paul.ò  
 

Simultaneously, South St. Louis was undergoing a demographic shift. Originally settled by Germans, by 1900 the areas that are 

now known as Soulard, Lasalle Park, and Lafayette Square were increasingly occupied by immigrants from Eastern and Southern 

Europe. The earliest of these arrivals were the Bohemians—Czechs in modern parlance—whose settlement was concentrated 

near Soulard Market. Their presence was so extensive that the area was known as ñBohemian Hillò long before redevelopment 

bestowed the Soulard moniker. Even in the 19th century, the market was as much a place to buy food hot and ready as it was to 

purchase produce, and there were street sellers a-plenty. There were also, it is important to note, two churches named ñSt. Paulò 

practically within sight of the market: just down 9th Street was St. Paulôs Evangelical Church, and to the south and west was its 

schismatic sister, St. Paulôs-Friedens Evangelical Church. In the wake of the 1896 tornado and with the original German settlers 

moving toward the newer, less-crowded housing around Dutchtown, the two St. Pauls were purchased by Slovakian immigrants 

whoôd moved in alongside their Czech brethren. The Catholic Slovaks renamed the former Most Holy Trinity, and the Protestants 

christened the latter St. Lukas Evangelical.  
 

Among the Czech people, there is a very popular lunch dish called either ñsmaženkaò or ñvaječný řízek.ò It might best be described 

as ñegg schnitzel,ò and is made by combining eggs with breadcrumbs, frying them, and then serving it open-faced on a piece of rye 

bread with pickles, onions, and mustard. If you blend this dish with the Americanized Egg Foo Yung that is the Denver/Western 

omelet, you come out with a St. Paul Sandwich. And because Czech words are difficult to pronounce for non-native speakers, it 

makes sense that regular customers might simply refer to the dish by its vendorôs proximity to a geographic landmark like a church. 

Long before Korean tacos, this odd fusion of East and West must have been popular, because it only took a short while for oth-

ers—like the Italian immigrants profiled in the newspaper—to follow suit and begin selling them beyond Bohemian Hill. And, after 

the churches changed their dedications, the origin of the sandwichôs name became obscure. It may have become simply too banal, 

too much a part of the everyday life of St. Louis in the first decades of the last century to warrant much more than an aside in the 

newspaper for the next 25 years. 

To be continuedé 

    



An Introduction to Finding Your Jewish Roots 

Sunday, February 2, 10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  

This meeting is an all-day hybrid workshop at the St. Louis 

Kaplan Feldman Holocaust Museum, and there is a nominal 

charge to attend either in-person or via Zoom. Join us for 

three lectures and an optional box lunch: ñMigration Paths of 

Our Ancestors,ò ñFirst Steps in Doing Jewish Genealogy,ò and 

ñU.S. Record Sets for Documenting Your Family.ò More infor-

mation and registration information is now available on the 

Holocaust museumôs website, and you can register directly on 

their site. Featured speakers: Ilene Murray and Carol Wag-

goner, Jewish SIG co-leaders. 

 
 

Monthly Meeting: Artificial Intelligence (AI) for Genealogy 

Saturday, February 8, 10:00 a.m., Clark Family Branch or Vir-

tual  

Everybody is talking about AI. What is it? Should I be scared? 

Will it help me find my great-grandmotherôs maiden 

name? Join us for an introduction to Artificial Intelligence and 

learn how you can use it to help with your family tree. 

See real-life examples of how even a beginner can enhance 

their research with some simple techniques. You will walk 

away with the confidence to try it for yourself. 

 

 

See stlgs.org for more information. 

 

 

StLGS Monthly Meetings are free and open to the public. 

 
 

StLGS Events NEWBook 
JACK DARRELL CROWDER 

So You Think You Know 
George Washington? Stories 
They Didnõt Tell You in High 
School! 

/ƭŜŀǊŬŜƭŘ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ 
. ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ 

Who was George Washington? Where 
does the myth of the man end and the 
truth begin? What was the father of our country really 
like? This book contains little-known anecdotes that were 
told by the people who knew him and that describe the 
kind of person he was in the context of the times in which 
he lived. These tales will give you a better understanding 
of what this great man was really like. –Publisher 
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25TH ANNIVERSARY 
 

The Julius K. Hunter and Friends African American Research 

Collection (JKH Collection), established in 2000, features Afri-

can American genealogical resources in print and on microfilm 

and microfiche. The JKH Collection was established through 

the efforts of Mr. Julius K. Hunter in collaboration with the St. 

Louis Genealogical Society. In addition to his personal contri-

butions, Mr. Hunter sought donations from corporate and indi-

vidual friends. To recognize and honor Mr. Hunter's vision, St. 

Louis County Library established the Julius K. Hunter & 

Friends African American Research Collection. This collection 

continues to grow through funds from the library, the society, 

and Mr. Hunter and other friends of the collection. These re-

sources are a part of and can be found throughout the Emer-

son History & Genealogy Centerôs larger collection. 

 

https://stlgs.org/
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The H&G staff frequently come across entertaining newspaper clippings while doing research. Here are some of our favorite  

recently discovered headlines: 

 

 

 

 

   H&G STAFF EDITION 

Naborhood Link News, June 28, 1950 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 5, 
1907 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, August 27, 1926 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 14, 1897 

St. Louis Argus, March 1, 1946 

St. Charles Weekly Banner 
News, December 14, 1916 

St. Louis Republic, April 16, 1901 Belleville News-Democrat, Feb-
ruary 27, 1928 1901 
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 The St. Louis County Libraryôs Black History Celebration Presents  

Historian Judith Giesberg 

 

Author of Last Seen: The Enduring Search by Formerly Enslaved People to Find Their Lost Families 

 

Tuesday, February 18, 7:00 p.m. 

Clark Family Branch 

  

Presented in partnership with the Emerson History & Genealogy Center, the Missouri Historical Society and the St. 

Louis African American History and Genealogy Society 

 

Of all the many horrors of slavery, the cruelest was the separation of families in slave auctions. As soon as slavery 

ended, family members began to search for one another through ñinformation wantedò advertisements and letters to 

newspaper editors. Drawing from an archive of nearly five thousand documents, historian Judith Giesberg shares 

the story of formerly enslaved people who spent years searching for family. Thoughtful, heart-wrenching, and illumi-

nating, ñLast Seenò finally gives this lesser-known aspect of slavery the attention it deserves. 

 

Doors open at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Books provided by Left Bank Books. 


