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I f you walk down Grand sigh
that is nearly i mpossi bijs Beoa | 9 9 I e
for the Fabulous Fox Th ; ma | e
tic theatrical space i t kno
though, t hat the Fox wa and w
just one of several " mo S whe
was built in 1929. Thi s et he.

in St. Louis from their—orrgrms to Tme 7
1920D6s, when movies reigned supreme as th

Movies before Movie Theaters

When movies were first introduced to St. Louis in th
shown in dedicated movie theaters. Instead, movies v
These early movies, mostly produced by the Biograph
than one minute. The earliest known instance of a st
owner Charles R. Pope showed a Biograph film called
Streets as a bonus feature to his regular stock comg
track and | asted around 30 seconds. The i mage seeme:
even fainted at the image of the oncoming | ocomoti v
town, particularly vaudeville theaters, started addi
many Biograph shorts simply captured footage of evel
Some, however, attempted to tell stories. For exampl
Ri p Van Winkle in short segments totaling about four
For the rest of the 19th century, movies were most|
focus of St . Loui s' t heater worl d. However, as the 2
progressed along with it, faplrnosveldi keo 1b%0 3e'xst r"aTohred i Girae
and demonstrated that fil mmaking had evolved to the
ment , setting the stage for the emergence of dedica
fl oor of the emerging movie business were recent i mr
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traditional trades, percei er ar
of the(Mavigesies 12). I n one
exemplified this entrepren an Fr
ber g, who would start the er bu
the Skouras brothers, who s int
en age of movie theaters,
St . Louis Movie Moguls Eme
o e
The son of a German i mmi gr| ... o i e e e first
as a blacksmith's appr en-t WM e 1t he
American War. (Fig. 3) Afif 0, 20 Sxameles of the eoify @
at what is today Hadl ey aflcentury. Source Film Stul[dy €¥¢ g
saving enough to open a s|tions, MoMA. i Jef
Streets He first became aware of the potenti al of
ing a trip to the World's Fair in 1904. While there,
ride in which passengers stood in a train car that s
ed in the windows. He was struck by the realism the
tain scenes suddenly faded and as the |lights were sw
not moving at all ...l saw how the crowds were flocki
for the moti o(nDepBecltluirse lOn)d.uswWhen he met a traveling
convinced to officially enter the movie business. P
Wehrenberg set up 89 chairs and a small screen, foun
ter in St. Louis. Wehrenberg charged five cents for
mi ssion. The business was a family affa
cal accompani mesndr eteon twhiet ha ctthieo npioann o . S
close to his saloon, Wehrenberg sold be
ness model proved | ucrative-caemd Weheradrrek
"nickelodeons" to pop up across downt ow
ber g, meanwhil e, expanded his business
Louis movie theater firstseatl nnilcOkiedl, o dvée
"The Best," the first buil duppgas na SmovilL

: 60Sti.gilnog
mo g

ater. That same year, he opened S. Louis first "air-dome." Precursors to drive-ins,

-domes were outdoor spaces in which peoj
jected on a | arge screen. Tents were in
round.
Among those watching the burgeoning mo\
Skouras brothers. Greek i mmigrant Charl
as a busboy at the downtown Jefferson
3'F§“HF\dr'egor his brothers Spyros and Geor g
cilrb@adigdsscussed entering the movie busi ne
alnmf%ptey had enough to buy their first ni c
venture proved profitable, and the brot
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ters by 1920. According rsu
was owed to innovations chi
matinees in St. Loui s, *\'/;m _ ir st t
integrated theaters. 1In ' : : i ial L
] K ) b I (ol “

from prominent citizens, T R O N e to
chase, at $350,000, t-hedq . ‘.;,*""""""u”*t .‘ 750
theater | ocated in a gro A e TR0 n Gr a
This purchase would plafl at
center of St . Loui s' mo| C 0 mi
years. L. .- e S
Ri se of the Movie Palace T

Fig. 4: The auditorium and obby
As the movie industry rgmovie palace built for the Skqurdq;

N. 7th St., designed in the| Frenc
ades of the 20th century|sour@greeat American Movie The%t &rsS
recognized t he i ncreasi gTry P T O me T rt PT aceE TTO i es
in American culture. Movie stars | ike Charlie Chapl:.
Dougl as Fairbanks were becoming household names. At
performances to radio, |l eaving more theater space t
institution, there needed to be movie theaters on p
This idea |l ed to the conception of the movie palace.
dred seats, movie palaces would have seating in the
ors emulating anything from ancient Egypt to i mperi a
pal ace architffot makemasrLamhbj ence receptive and i nt
the city life and i mmenstsai héedmaudi bomi um,chwtaerde steh & i
occupations and freedd(Maomotd heisr 1Qyst omary thought s
I n St . Loui s, ocoened mbei eapal @ase¢s swasi ohe Mi ssouri
vember 8, 1920. Built jointly by thkaS¢esatr ashbatoe he
with 4,000 seats. In addition to its ornate design,
than 100 peopl e, including 40 musicians to provide 1
nur sery. More movie palaces would emerge downtown ar
did, it was a major event. When Loew's (the precursc
1924, they organized a parade with several film sta
from the theater through downtown, culminating i n me

speeches at the openings and newspapers covered ther
featured on t@Glolemonagmaptaggeawod dsda&ted crowd of 5,500
Fox in attendance. In his dedication at the opening,
the hear ©S¢f &biDiebmo@Hresblie 1, 1929) .

One of the | ast movie palaces to open in St. Leui s,
owned. In 1934, the St. Louis Symphony Orchesttauwhe
Munici pal Auditorium | ocated downtown. Seei-mgn amo \wipe
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pal ace of their own, the Abraham Lincoln Amusement (
and was headed by a board of prominent Bl aerkunStmo vl cel
theater called the Odeon. On the Odeon, Company pre
associates and | dreamed of that great dalyaswheinn tdee
spect as are those restricted to white patronage in
have dreamed has come true." "[The Odeon] willIStf.i ||
Loui sSAapgus28 and Oct. 12, 1934) I n short, by the 1
part of everyday St. Louis I|ife.
Gi mmi cks
Part of what made movies so successful in St. Loui s
pl oyed t o nrgaokien gt heex prearviieence as extravagant as possi b
to patrons. Writing about the Skouras Brothers theat
nursery, avail yourself of the facilities of aafully
nap on one of the aB6. XL ¥hil ssprdPaosttaart ys 2 ,n 1t %hded )f.o yWhre
anot her Skouras Brothers movie palace, was opened d
rooms for men and women. Articles about the Fox open
uni que, for patrons to relax. At a time when air con
to have air conditioning as a standard, making them
The theaters put equal effort into presenting the mc
theaters employed their own musicians to provide mus
step further and had full symphony orchestras. Other
a reporter marveled at the "gre8&t.pip
Louis PoéMamimkspadchl1913). The Fox ins
) i suowbuice o sriovis one in the | obby to provide an atmosplt
Y . .30 er theaters made use of I|ighting to p
|p"/{l\r""'|'|'|E -}QJ;, ample, the New Grand Central's |lighti
action onscreen. Similar to how movi e
WANIERER performances, it was also common for
| crestiommence Gemsen || serve as extra features to the movies
A WM COLLIER,JB — WALLACE BEERY . .
a\ 10,000 OTHER PIAYERS Most notably, during a trip to New Yo
A\ e A dancing show and was so taken with th
”X &‘;,;s‘;,,;n&;f%%? ers' trainer, Russel/l Mer ket , to come
WL e Skouras brothers' own precision dance
whi ch perf oromenck datt hkad-ie® 2% ,f ruonnt 119 2t5h e
attention of New York movie theater oV
vinced them to move to New York to pe¢
) eventually took on the name they are L
Fig 5: An adverfti sement for” the
Mi ssouri from 1926 featuring the
Mi ssouri Roc&ets.Sgfeuricés and theater owners also worke
Loui s -O5d mdbeer at . . . .
motions and publicity stunts. Arguabl
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early March 1910, when rumors <circu Loui
one of the biggest stars of Biograp WE NAIL A LIE beel
rumor was quickly "debunked" by fil ar | L
film trade publications promoting pcomi
Laemml e, who recently had signed La Bi oc¢
false story himself to promote his | “pr
made a public appearance | ater tha he G
stunts tied in directly with fikhecuFl To pr
Fowmadt the St. Louis Theater in 1929 ew oV
city and dropped 1,000 free ticket g es. I
bond to any woman who coul d Asrankte ni ght
Meet s tMaedAWoluhd 350 women applied T el ect
t hGl obemo arsat"t he Br avesdH( Momam 12, S &ﬁ%‘;mﬁ;}!ﬁ‘;“n

tions |like this throughout the movi (Relewed March 4. Length 350 fet) hel p
ose and exciting as the ornate thea = t hem
Concl usi on ,m-:m-«wmw

The golden age of movie theaters 1in “i"?_ffm astec
emerged and began to divert public om ¢
owners, |like St. Louis' original mo :,\CA?{/:'n“;aregem@'tﬁ

by focustiinng tohne adreirwse which offered t heli fdceor

theater experience and flourished. ¥€éd

Bl vd. , however, entered a perbydeof r|dlne
foll owing decades. This does not me r st
were demol i shed, two stil!] survive and are stild! ma i
closed the year before, was restored to serve as the
name, Powel | Hal | . The Fox Theater, closed in 1978

restored into the cultural touchstone it is today. W
ings it | eft behind make it an essential part of the
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SPOTLIGHT ON OLD MAPS ONLI NE

At the Emerson History & Genealogy Center, we offer a helpf
met al drawers andsareerss Wiatrlgei ntoarcdact i ve digit al-f maersdl Onwe
sites you can utilize on the touch screens is Ol dMapsOnline.
freel dtmapsonline.org

The Ol dMapsOnline.org interface has several different compo

7KH 7LPHOLQH
At the bottom of-ltke sCcmekbhnes A raltlecircle can be drugged |
would |Iike to see maps for. The red circle can go from the

7KH /RFDWLRQ 6HDUFK %DU
At t Hleefttopof the page is a rectangul ar t ex8t.filedui, DfionMias swhu rc
stance). After typing in a place name, you can&GclEintlrt keyr ¢
cute the search.

7KH =RRP % XWWRQV
The plus and minus buttons on the left side of the scrPlCen c:
has a mouse with a scroll wheel in the center, you can al so

7KH ODS 6HOHFWRU OHQX

On the right side of the screen is a menu bar contai thiang al |
currently in view, and (2) were published reasonabl yictleloste
as you drag your map around, zoom in or out, or changer athe |
maps in your map selector menu will automatically refresh t
l ar map from the map selector menu onto the main viewing ar
bl owm version of that map will soon populate across your mai
in to your account, you flfctaawmo idiatwets begr tcdiic kmamgs tthe Ghadwmumbmat 1

previ ew.

Pl ay around with Ol dMapsOnline.org and see what you can fini
topographical maps, to political boundary maps, and more. M
They can tell you what property your historical subjects mi gl
they existed within, what communities were nearby, and what
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