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Using Soci al Hi st o c h
Geneal ogi cal Resea

Typically, a genealogist finds [ s, su
me nt census or a church baptism heir
Some people are lucky enough to iari e.
very |l east, bits of fadi havkeormay on
extras? Are the names and dates r anc
ficient? Or do you want to know e dai
their Iives?

I f the answer to ¥ a&, hleant ttehre geuneesn

& Genealogy Center can help you gi cal
with our soci al hi story resourcel rhiesfh0
newspaper articles, |l ocal histo iSat moth i
histories, and travel narratives ey k
who |l ived in St. Louis in the | 1 20t h
exampl e, this article wild.l wal k you through the ways th

mentioned types of sources can be used to deepen your un

Jubil ee Books

To start, one very good source for |l earning about the p
These books, usually published on at | east the 25th and
contain narratives with details about the early congrega
in St. Louis in the | ate 19th and early 20th centuries,

John Nepomuk pari sh. Founded in 1854, it was the first C

at the highest point fdh eahiaatna mihialrié, 8 enowall g d d&e dS olud tawede r
Lasall e Park;DaawwédbBeabedghbor hoods.

The earliest available jubilee book for St. John Nepomuk
This book is written entirely in Czech, however, the boc
the same information regarding the history of tBeffienst
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guite Iliterally. By their very nature, jubilee books foc
greatest amount of space is often devoted to biographic
year s. However, because parishes were paid for by congre
|l east by way of explaining where they got the money. The
that operated within a parish. There were groups for me
names of members (especially if they include photographs
your a®c emsatmerdd oaepspnear in a photo caption, knowing how co
formances were in a parish community can telé& gedtd abhawt f
a census record.

News Articles

Much geneal ogi cal research done via newspapetrsspefcodusesar
nouncement s. However, hi storic newspapers often contain
ing everything from the announcement of a church picnic
cal fheaudnan i nterowberebypyraeseporter of fers a

profile of an individual, or "*\ G\ y to
en readers to the more obscl 7 ';iiz:i‘i,._ t he
Since the Czech pe @Bpolhee mbeatneso f‘v
exclusively until aftSéer WWL] GhiaeS L

Di s pat&lho-De mocfrart t hat term i E‘f_“;il'
turning up information regar ( v' / " i mmi
l'iving here. The search vyi el —f D A It s,
haps the best of al I iBouwrn df ; ey )

mi a: The People Who Inhabit " ; _'97"*&«:‘ R of &
Loudlg¢. takes up half a page a , e ",;»*“*"5; =~ dishec
before photographs were incl REN ARMVALS. A vean Taten, clude
several very interesting i||L(F;: g_berzngquzfecbhruiar?”;i glséa"”ti‘sé’gaé“fd t
One of t he il 1l ustrat iMbenws Aschroiwsala coupl e of

Czech i mmi
a testamen

grants in their nat fAv & e@ad &itlnwarmPamrenrei xét a ht i od haensost hgeur i
t to the speed at which the assimilation proce

knownBabkemi an Bill, Th(eFikKgi.ng3)ofHet haec Gbiilals. er pbeet eporusef u

t hat t he

Czech community was divided between the Cathc

fFr eet howmloerin st ead belonged to benevolent associations an

points out

provides ¢
census. Fu
appear in
Local Hi st
Local hi st

be quite r

NEWS AND T

that a disproportionate number of Czechs | ivi
reater insight into the working |ives of Czech
rthermore, |l earning about the Catholic aftd Fre
a baptismal record at St. John Nepomuk.

ories

ories can also be excellent sources of infor ma

ecen, 200K BbHE K aHaHi i $: AnFAmemni camcSser pveryv
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is hard to beat. But it was written 1o
of its information from the other type
Sometimes | ocal hi stories written c¢cl os
of fer more depth t haine blroeecakditrhg whadrc hd e s
the daily I ife of your ancestors, is p

ter source woul dé brHIGhoHagbehi €Ckztechs i
Before the entire text was transl ated
societies undertook the task of trans|
detailed their home region. Consequent
to Czech ancestry in the SHi stLooruyi sofar:t
Czechs in Mi-BSOAuEi t haB4way, there is
mati on f or odgercdalddgigstisnf or mati on about
side the <city that go unmentioned in
books and newspaper articles.

-.,,..m.,“}\mm_,,m.,q;;m;;m.x..-' I't might seem odd that an i mmigrant gr
Fig. 3: Bo%tmilanuiBd IG¢bhake the task of writing a history
Democgr &tebruary 16, W&%®. still |iving. This is, however, e

l ow a similar pattern, noting a handf
ades prior t odpnarstsi anilgaraltyi oinf- any of them sébeédoriendehail
the accompli shments of the community as a whole to the g
or a native |l anguage, with a reasonable interpretation b
the community within the general society. Those in a nat
gests that the dual pur pose was, i ron® c &damkynjecstsnr satn da ss ean
as a celebrat-iehi gfotdheaccomml|l i shment s. The | atter is es
|l i shment of educational institutions. I f you I ook at the
the respondent can read or write, and whether they can s
ment of a school or the founding of a I|Iiterary society t
into the realm of the values your ancestors hel d.
Sociological Research

Al t hough perhaps not as relevant to early arrivals to th

early 20th century meant that many i mmigrant communities
is alone, the 1930s saw the compl et i éAmeafi ctamd zeas i aomd odi &
Saint Loui s, Mi ssour i, Da n fAndg utshtenePa s tof Thihret yJ eXva asrbs ,I mmi
Whil e varying in quality,petrhseosne otbesxetrsv aari eo nlsa sceodnbd m efdi rwd t
insight especially into the obstacles that particular <co
For whatever reason, there were no sociological studies
ry ago. Perhaps this was because they @had shengumtardr ipwaisng
interesting graduate student s. Nevertheless, there is a
about the whole spectrum of Eastern and Southern Europea

i s tMatkliendg Ameri cans: Hawdt wasLiwbratgnHbypdosephine Grati
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contest to determine who would be
ian at the Soulard Branch. Both her and her competitor had
their studies published &G nAnrhe- St
al Repor . wGmat iShhae gives popul at
each i mmigrant group, as well as
ry area of settl ement within the
mation can be useful if you are
particular heritage but are strug
census. Perhaps most interesting
relationship between the i mmigra
some groups more |ikely to checl
vantage of English |l anguage <cl as
Bohem asnorln?nmlsg?rnasnet sb'fl/insacnahEen Fseﬁ:hs, Grati
How | tthteatLi brherrye Hoepe bbyet ween 12, 000 at
i brary

XM

of
Ameri cans:
Gratiaa,

even not
l ection
number s.
per haps
reader .
Academic
a br
gr an
hs a
el an
anc

For
i mmi
Czec
Clev
your

But perh
from whi
TTma, th
sive pop
tory is

tury is

|l ation,

and the

Cat holic
Hungari a
Prussi ahn
ry 1|ike
and then
grate fr
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1919. at the time for whom the
newspapers and 800 books, al |l in
Freethinking groups possessed ftal -1 a
by those groups. Local hi stories hayv
cl #li medr fonfthbhecCmmbhGdsy nwieMii §3 abr ie
to giving a partial explanation for

es that t he
was donated
The values

goes a ways

Hi stori es

he | ives and ti mes anc
sto
dev

b e

oader of your
whol e hi
usually
hel p you

the other

picture of t
t groups | ike the Slovenians, t heir
nd the Italians, those histories are
d, Gbfcad®tsamndui s. Any of those <can
estors while also pointing you toward
ps an to turn tofmddadeé@mind rly
h your
reader

a even greater reason
c

e

ul ation
p

b

t

ancest Ar i samey bh &aby8acodd ednbkkakdaOidsch

is given a survey that runs from t he Ne
shifts that have occurred in Europe over
of little relevance. But given the fact

e or |l ess coterminous with the modern Cz
he rest is very much worthwhile for geneal ogy.

Bohemi an Reformation, which predated Martin Luth
aut horit i-Gast hpr e fciiguantaeadnt nd deére Clledkf Fr é¢-dteh iAul
Empire. Later-wiedent sv ol ktei arhse -focdor ngt Btsht&ennd n-1d8 6t 6h e/
Wght primaril ydowen et hiencGzeedcitbllyandsportant spurs t
this it is pos i bage taond ilniek eulpi hao onda loef acnocnessctroirp t
make an inference as to why they i mmigrated to
om their home countries because things were goi |

erhaps
ot h mor
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context for why someone m 0
uproot from everything the &h e
ocean. &
Travel Narratives
But what abtoaiay tlhievaeayof vy
thield co®%mnndyng that infor
e Hi storians rely on @&o
lives were only document e n d
death. That | eaves quite aj Fortu
for peopl e in the United k i sh
speaker s, the British, h a el t o
foreign places and then wrss e ‘  three
centuries. I f you have Sco 5 : urn t
Samuel Johh®Ao®Wourney to t
l ands of f8cotdlesrcd i pti ons
often wunflattering ones. |l ater
when steamships and railw d
travel within Europe, t her ravel
writing. For examplée, 13RSI}
in the KarepatiHisanms trip t hid .
modern Sl ovakia and Ukrai|Fig. 5: I mages of Boh®miranS|l am-th
tremely interested in the ic Fellow Citizens b1y91E)miolpy| eGr
she me t in her travel s, including farming practices,
clothing, food, and festival s. Those are the kinds of s
most hi&Gtdrinan®o®n but are invaluable in understanding the
Al't hough not British, when American socODat $HkédwvoirmeFelEMmoWw
in the first years of the 20th century, -Humgadeéaind &dnpti o ev
Sl avic peoples lived. (Fig. 5) Cibhaedquee rEtmi yg,r aPdeomd Ait 0 fl t
cludes chapters on Croatians, Slovehni gadLrz eRdilses Ballrhaitmia
villages in all these regions, speaking to people who ha
the people who had |l eft permanentl! y. From these conversa
Many of these correspond to the broader, societal reason
informant s, however, gives a concrete specificity that t
literacy and artisammsolmeltlhhi amondetyhel €aed¢lys carried with
of B&lrtéxt falls much more in Iine with the sociological
Concl usi on
After going through the examples of sources described ab
much fuller pi&tposesiemlee ges. i maghline wodium tasgoemel idfeet aiir ,t haen
stand why they emigrated when they did and why. Further|
NEWS AND T| ESMERSON HI STORY & GENEALOGY CENTI
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now be viewed through the context of the community aroun

why that &8anessteeadants were or were not religious, and w
attendance became normalized after WWII.

It is impossible to reconstruct any I|Iife in full, but by
understanding and create a fuller narrative of the I|ives
that come fr@minihtisalardeéefil @& tii mmo sofi bgleen etad olgryow twher e to
facts are known, geneal ogy becomes all the richer for th

ily tree. The Emerson History & Genealogy Center may have the resources you need to enrich your genealogy.

Thursday, January 9, 2:00 p.m.
FREE WEBSITES FOR GENERAL
GENEALOGY RESEARCH

Thursday, February 13, 2:00 p.m.
FREE WEBSITES FOR
AFRICAN AMERICAN

GENEALOGY RESEARCH

Thursday, March 13, 2:00p.m.
FREE WEBSITES FOR IRISH
GENEALOGY RESEARCH

Thursday, April 10, 2:00 p.m.
. . I FREE WEBSITES FOR GERMAN
Adults. Registration required. GENEALOGY RESEARCH

NEWS AND T| ESMERSON HI STORY & GENEALOGY CENTI
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NEW ENGLAND PIRHRNTALMA

Wer e your ancestors from New England? I f sof d&NeeclEngltantdher!l

als! The collection includes general New England geneal ogy |
types in Maine, Vermont, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhod
Nati onal Geneé&l BgpiokalCo$d eicatiyn, and therefore maybbarghéohkha
Center is also home to several New Engl an&d orelriimadiacatlaltad | fec

number s.

Vital Statistics —~
- ()
Seabrook,
New Hampshire

1768-1903 THE
NINTH
VERMONT

MAINE
L WILLS

and Roster 1640-1760

Paul G. Zeller

Reading the
Gravestones
of Old New
England

NEW ENGLAND
(COURT RECORDS [&

A Research [Vadl
Guide for
Genealogists

.S. HANSON —

DIGGING for
GENEALOGICAI
'REASURE =

New |

DIRECTORY

Lists and Returns i
bf ANCESTR:L HEADS
Connecticut Men NEW ENGLAND VITAL RECORDS
£ oF
inthe Fﬁ?}g}ﬂgﬁs ROCHESTER,
Reruuon Dump. Rararory P [ ACHUSETTS

Compited by
Frank R. Holmes.

Vouu xg I: BirrHs
'_;’ Ann Smith Lainhart '
: 1
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ual or team, snacks armRegprritzead
required.
Wednesday, April 16, 2:00 p. m.
C I a S S e Exploring Ancestry Library Edi"
'The Ancestry Library Edition c
geneal ogi cal research. Find ou
P r O g r ‘'vant age of its mReyi 9 tereatuidsne dA
Monday, April 21, 6:30 p.m., C
Hybrid Program: Get the Pictur
Friday, Apr510@,p9m30 Bl omrisgeLearn tips and tricks for orga
Mobil e Memory Lab photo memories from the Emerso
A traveling version of the Emter's Digital Collections Lirm-r
ter's Scanning & Digitizing [SWeek. A&Reuwlitsdrreagtuiiorned. “he
rissant Valley Branch. Digiti: ) Vi
os and more. Bring a 16 GB OrTuesday, Apr il 22, 2:00.p.m.,
pointments required, subject e rhlnge We SEETE Beh|_nd ma
atvai t while.com/locations/ mob |Learn Lo Lhiak asout S <
ways, including how they mi g
Monday, April 7, 6:30 p.m., iacross generations when it com
Virtual Program: Beginning Ge¢grof National PreseRuvat & trneaqiMe erke.d
I f you have I|little or no resei ; c |
you. Learn about t he genealowedn_eSday’ SR 6_:30’ g a
. Hybrid Program: Or al Hi story, |
many resources available thro - he
St. Louis County Library,ReagqHf Dlscover_ how to start pre_serV|
i st rraeqwinr ed. al sto_rles. Learn about i nter v
recording space, how to check
Thursday, April 10, 2:00 p.mJ|{,mor e. Part o f Nati onal RRrge sséirry
Virtual Progr am: Free Websitletiomeaquired.
Research ;
Explore how to access and use Thur.sday, LR 24{ 25 O p'nc]J'ufr
German family history researcHybrIOI Prpgram: Thls.SmeIIs &éj
Webi nar SerReessi.s tAeagiiiosne d . & PreserV|ng Old Family Docume’
Learn remedies for common pres
Monday, April 14, 6:00 p.m., |Ito handle materials, storage o
St . Louis History Trivia ing smell Part of Nati oRadi P-r
Test your knowledge of St. Loittratequired. di v
NEWS AND T| ESMERSON HI STORY & GENEALOGY CENTI


https://waitwhile.com/locations/mobilememorylab/welcome
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-beginning-genealogy-research-1
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-beginning-genealogy-research-1
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-free-websites-german-genealogy-research
https://www.slcl.org/events/st-louis-history-trivia-0
https://www.slcl.org/events/exploring-ancestry-library-edition-2
https://www.slcl.org/events/hybrid-program-get-picture
https://www.slcl.org/events/things-we-leave-behind
https://www.slcl.org/events/hybrid-program-oral-history-interview-basics
https://www.slcl.org/events/hybrid-program-oral-history-interview-basics
https://www.slcl.org/events/smells-basement-recovering-preserving-old-family-documents
https://www.slcl.org/events/smells-basement-recovering-preserving-old-family-documents
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Coming in May:

Revolutionary War Refresh
Shoebox Archaeology (youth p
Exploring Fol d3

Basic Conservation and Cl ean
Geneal ogy 6@ VGreawn t

Was My William Smith in the
Beginning Jewish Geneal ogy
Mapping St. Louis

DAR Present s: Finding Your P
Programs are available for r
preceding mont h.

See all SLCLsIpcrlo gorr-eghtsesvaeenst s
Woul d you | ike a tour of the
gy Center? Tours are given o
10: 30 am. To schedule a grou
neal ogy@s!| ct9.9@4B3@®0or Waldaoul d
you around!

NEWS AND T| ESMERSON HI
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LI BRARY CLOSURE

Al | branches of the St. Loui s
Sunday, April 20.
ogr am)
SLCL AUTHOR EVENT
|l mages of America: Kentucky's |
Wednesday, April 23, 2025, 2:0
C Samuel C. Sachs Branch
Presented by | ocal author Nick
Mar king the ridgelines and hea
the Great Depression, packhor s
one book at a time th&oNghw Prc«
in 1933. Local Author Nicki Ja
A geous women and the community
hear Nicki talk about how t he:
di scover and dream through boo
e of
new Emerson History & Geneal o-
n Wednesdays and Saturdays at

e
1974 MO DEATH c=
death certificates ar
Digital Heritage! A n
suant t o8 My@aourpiri vacy | aw. /
death certifil@advdeshtfos. MmA.1Pov/
archives/archivesmvc/ deat hcert |

Mi ssour i
Mi ssour i

STORY & GENEALOGY CENTI
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Hi st ory & Geneal d &V SSéVIO il e {WN HI
. . On April 10, 1847, J ul i
Print collection :
More th@mo 2lbooks in the coIIecIn Mako., AOD G Y- HE to.
The entire collecti @onisnench States in 1864 and e i
Books with cadd meagrbrgRoairtethat | YOT k Cavalry Regimen er
available to check out. Patrp decided to travel to U i RSe
erence materials may be used| his only possessions te.
for 75 cents in orde so
Database access He worked several jobs, includ
Many Iidabt.raabr(a)esresbe used at home‘Barracks, a waiter at the hist
County Library cardhol der s | ) .
. as a reporWeesrt IficotheHWPoal so ec
Some databases are restricted ] ) )
access only. H&G S&alIC4d o Dinaii h.tad voIved_ln politics and served
sentatives.
Research guidance Il n 1878, he 9wurchasis nbhsmeatgeh
H&G staff members can provide wjthStt.heLoyui sr PaSt ngl o iDiés pRd sth
phone and in person. Contact t he
| ower right corner of this pa Pulitzer moved back t o New Yo
New York Wer wdas el ected to the
Lookup service sentatives from the ninth dist
H&G can provide photocopies, he was also instrumental i n ptam
l'i brary materials from indexe at Columbia University and the
specific citation. Re g uersltisn & ] ) ) )
|l ookup request form Pulitzer died in 1911, but his
awarded yearly for journali sm,
Book a Geneal ogi st egories.
Researchers encouant ewhangwdulid® i e + o,
assistance in developing a plan to achieve specific research
goatan schedule a consultation_  wit an H&G staff _
member. Requests can bBo arka de LPSQ%E]PfOﬁr tpyp|ished by the Hist.
Geneal ogist form ment at the St. LSouubissctr @ MRty P b
oviewrrent and past issues.
Memory Lab
H&G has personal recording andondardi Mg:& digitization stu-
di os for pr eserReisneg viaaneiolnys ghuli Etecerrys.on Hi st ory & Geneal ogy Cel
Oral History and ScaneihkhgdKropsStmay oauliso Clmeainty Library
home use. 1640 S. Lindbergh Bl vd.
St. Louis, MO 63131
Classes & progr ams 318493300
H&G offers devaminetapdef bisn m@Wgeneal ogy@s! cl . or g
and experienced geneal ogists| JAlW qucqr]tosrgq{rgeenferaqebgaynd a |i-
brary card is not required. MofAhurs-89 pamSaFEr i @m, -55umm 1
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https://slouc.na2.iiivega.com/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/resources-a-to-z?field_summary_value=&field_resource_categories_target_id=126&field_audience_target_id=All
https://slcl.recollectcms.com/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/memory-lab
https://slcl.myturn.com/library/inventory/browse?location=3331&hide_unavailable_reservation=true
https://www.slcl.org/events-classes?field_event_type_target_id=46&field_start_date_value_1_op=%3D&field_start_date_value_1%5Bvalue%5D=&field_start_date_value_1%5Bmin%5D=&field_start_date_value_1%5Bmax%5D=&combine=
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
http://www.slcl.org/genealogy
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Mani cul es

d Have you ever seen a pointing hand symbol in the margin of an old newspaper, advertisement, directory, business sign,
or even USPSés e@return to senderc¢ stamp? Did you know that

o

X What professional printers once called by numerous termsé aed i gi t , ¢ af & sventually seitled dreore, ¢ et c .

standard term: the @e&manicule¢. This word derives from the
&mi ni scule¢ or @&emol eculeg¢). It features three fingers curl
cuff clothing the wrist.

dTheBritishlibrarianG.A.Glaister(19171985) |l abel ed the manicule as a particu

symbol was not just used in printed typeset books, however, but in earlier written manuscripts as well. When drawn, the

illustrated hand could be colorful, detailed, and even humorous. Some Renaissance manuscripts featured manicules with

flowers growing out of the fingertip, or a manicule attached to the arm of a person or a mythical creature. Other hand -

drawn manicules could be a simple scribble that only suggests the form of a human hand. Manicules were sometimes add-

ed by the bookés producer, and someti mes were drawn in the
passages.

X A manicule might have different purposes, including drawing - Fu-r‘ FOR RENT

attention to a part of a text, emphasizing it, annotating it, or
: @ 5218 Delmar Ave. g
breaking a block of text up. It started to fall out of style among :
] ; . ] Beautiful second floor flat of seven rooms
writers in the late 18th century, but then printers (especially and \ large porch: hot water heating plant
. . .. . . elegant llghting fixtures. separate entrance,;
newspaper printers) made it popular again in the printed form in excellent condition; very reasonable rent; pos-
seasion At once; janitor eervice
the 19th century. GOLDMAN REALTY CO., T2 Chestnut st.

d A review of historical St. Louis newspapers shows that, local-

ly, the manicule had its heyday in the 1860s, then waned in popularity, and made another comeback in the 1910s. With the

rising popularity of retro art in the Digital Age (no pun intended), the pointing digit symbol has made yet another come-

back: just hover your computer cursor over a hyperlink and
in St. Louis today named Manicule Studio. The di sembodi ed
wella everything from the Yad that is used to read Torah in synagogues, to the character Thing from The Addams Family.

X So the next time you see a manicule, make a point to pay attention. It is one of the few times when it is not rude to

point!

dFor further reading, check out William Iesan8ldters.amakimpasrs/ &eT 0 W &
FOR_2005_04_001.pdf
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Touring the For mer St Louis County I
The St. Louis County Insane Asylum opened in 1869 with rjoor
the next century, its resident population would remain o|ver
to house more patients. Today, the original buil di ng nro- |l or
chivist Andrea Knobeloch works to ident iBf hiasndrpr esfeoruve amat
materials, including photographs afBtd. sbmei $ ekbr emasieci a.l slat o
An H&G staff member recently toured the asylum, and aske|ld ¢
patrons, such as:
Q: What if someone wamst sneadic@apyretondpati ent
A: A court order is required. The archivist/records depar
firm it is there, but mental health records are very res|tri
Q: Il s there any information on burial s?
A: While the asyl um d& df ihealvde, irtescoawirs pméep@ari When wapar nfoe n
up on the | and, bodies were disinterred and tr ans feerirsead |ntgo
ords, there wildl be no good i n&i datdiyon Whfe nwha tp alt a gme n edd etdo
of kin was contacted, but they did not always retrieve tlhe
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Mont hly Meeting: Wi dowhood i
Saturday, April 12, 10:00 a.
Early St. Louis residents wer
l ati on of inheritance and pr
women. The story of two wido
one who did not, wi || be ou
French and Spanish archival

census, and religious record
son, aut hor and instructor .
stlgs.orgl/leventskemeenigngs/ mor
Il ri sh Speci al Il nterest Gr ou
Cur ses

Saturday, April 26, 1:00 p. m.
Superstitions and curses con
|l ieved to protect and extend
excitement. However, for thosg
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Monday, April 14, 6:00 p.m.

Test your knowledge of St. Louis history! Attend as an
individual or team, snacks and prizes included.

Adults. Registration required.

Daniel Boone Branch
300 Clarkson Road | Ellisville, MO 63011 | 314-994-3300

Program sites are accessible. With at least two weeks’ notice, accommodations n @ o
will be made for persons with disabilities. Call 314-994-3300 or visit www.slcl.org.
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