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FOR THE RECORDS 

Paper Families, Paper Trails: 
Genealogy and the Chinese  
Exclusion Act 

In 1940, 17-year-old Shau Fook Quon journeyed from 

China to the U.S.A., looking for the American Dream 

while fleeing the nightmare of a Japanese invasion. He 

followed in the footsteps of his father, Bat, who had ar-

rived sometime in the 1930s, first in Canada and then 

traveling down to America. Like many Chinese immi-

grants before them, they looked to enrich themselves and their families back home with the opportunity that await-

ed them in America. When war approached Americaôs shores with the attack on Pearl Harbor, both Shau and Bat 

were called to serve their new country and to protect their old homeland. An estimated 20,000 Chinese American 

men and women joined the U.S. military, with around 20% of all Chinese men in the U.S. serving. Of those Chi-

nese men, 40% of them were not born in the U.S. much like Shau Quon and his father. 

Pictured here is Batôs World War II draft card. (Fig. 1) Despite the story of Batôs arrival from China by way of Can-

ada, his draft card lists him as being born in San Francisco, California. It also gets the order of his name wrong, a 

common situation given that in China, the family name comes first. Though Shau Quon is his son, his name is 

listed as Bat ñQuongò. How can a man be born in China and travel to America and yet also be born in San Fran-

cisco? How is it that Shau and Bat have different last names? What then is true, how can we know what to trust, 

and how are these inconsistencies even possible? 

The Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 

Though the very first Chinese immigrants would arrive in America in the 1700s, large-scale Chinese immigration 

really started in the 1800s. Due to both dismal prospects back in China and the promise of wealth in the California 

Gold Rush of the 1850s, Chinese workers flocked to the American West. Met with a system and society that didnôt 

know what to make of them, they still persevered to make a living for themselves. When the gold dried up, these 

Chinese Americans took to jobs such as farmers, housekeepers, and launderers. As the need to connect America 

by railroad stirred up the frenzied competition between the Union Pacific and Central Pacific companies, many 

Chinese workers came to work for the Central Pacific. They were a key factor in unifying the nation. Despite the 

pivotal role they played in American history, their existence and effort was not celebrated. 

Fig. 1: Bat Quongôs World War II draft card. Ancestry Li-
brary Edition.  
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From the moment they stepped off of the boat, Chinese people were strangers in a strange world. Initially, many 

Americans treated them with curiosity, but as cheaper Chinese labor grew to compete against local labor, senti-

ments started to take a downward trajectory. Fear of ñothernessò and foreign labor caused multiple laws to be 

passed limiting Chinese-Americansô rights and civil liberties, such as their ability to testify in court and own land. 

Mobs of workers would riot and terrorize Chinese work camps and Chinatowns. Police officials would raid busi-

nesses and seize goods under the presumption of criminality rooted in racist stereotypes of opium dens and broth-

els. American companies used impoverished and desperate Chinese workers to undercut labor unions and worker 

strikes. These rising tensions and fears of a foreign ñotherò culminated in the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. 

In 1882, the U.S. Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act, an absolute ban on Chinese laborers immigrating 

to the United States. For the first time in American history, this 10-year ban would prohibit entry of an ethnic group 

into the country. Only very specific Chinese people could enter the country, such as diplomats, but even they 

faced great difficulty due to the vagueness of the Chinese Exclusion Act. The Chinese men and women who were 

already within America had to obtain stringent certification to re-enter the country if they left, and Congress disal-

lowed the courts from granting citizenship to them. This led to the ñDriving Outò period. 

The Driving Out period was a violent time of anti-Chinese riots, 

raids, and targeted killings. Driven by fear and racist ideologies, 

many Americans sought to purge their towns and worksites of 

any Chinese people. The Rock Springs Massacre of 1885 and 

the Hells Canyon Massacre of 1887 were but two examples of 

this. Still, many Chinese American communities strove to en-

dure, creating businesses, communities, and opportunity wher-

ever they went. (Fig. 2) 

The Geary Act of 1892 extended the Chinese Exclusion Act by 

another 10 years and in 1902 it was made permanent. With it 

came additional regulations on Chinese residents. Each individ-

ual had to register and obtain a certificate of residence. More-

over, they had to keep it on their person to present whenever 

requested. The penalty for not having one was deportation.  

With the oncoming storm of World War I, many Chinese Americans volunteered to join with the hope of becoming 

a naturalized citizen through military service. Many more were drafted involuntarily to help fill the draft quota. They 

were forced to serve despite their lack of rights and citizenship. These soldiers generally served in segregated 

units. Despite their service, the vast majority of Chinese Americans and other Asian Americans were disallowed 

naturalization when their service was over.  

It was the alliance between China and the U.S. during World War II that finally brought change. In 1943, the Chi-

nese Exclusion Act was repealed and Chinese Americans were allowed to be naturalized. Despite still-tight regu-

lations on immigration numbers that wouldnôt be changed until 1968 and again in 1990, Chinese immigrants and 

Chinese-American families had a legal path to American citizenship.  

Fig. 2: The champion Chinese Hose Team of 
America, who won the great Hub-and-Hub race at 
Deadwood, Dak., July 4th, 1888. Library of Con-
gress. 
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Paper Families, Paper Trails 

The Chinese Exclusion Act has done much to impact Chinese American families and their histories. Its many legal 

hoops that Chinese immigrants had to jump through, often unsuccessfully, led to a unique series of documenta-

tions at the expense of many standard ones. For example, historic documents regarding naturalization and citizen-

ship for Chinese Americans are exceedingly rare due to the prohibition of citizenship during much of the Chinese 

Exclusion Act period. However, documents such as passenger lists and immigrant inspections are relatively com-

mon due to the tight monitoring of incoming Chinese persons. Further complications arrive in the form of Chinese 

immigrants circumventing the legal system.  

In 1906, San Francisco suffered an earthquake with a magnitude of 7.9. It devastated the city and caused the loss 

of thousands of lives and millions of dollars in property damage. An estimated 80% of the city was destroyed not 

just by the earthquake but the fires that sprang up in the chaos. Part of that destruction involved the near-total an-

nihilation of city records. Among the wreckage were the immigration records of tens of thousands of Chinese-

Americans. This led to ñpaper families,ò or, people who claimed to be related on paper but in reality were not. 

Family members of Chinese Americans, particularly their children, were some of the very few allowed into the 

country. Paper sons and daughters would pay or work for merchants and business owners in return for being 

sponsored. Others would claim that they were native-born Americans. While this practice existed to varying de-

grees before the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, it was the great fires that ensued that exacerbated the many 

instances of ñpaper families.ò 

Bat Quong 

To return to the story of Bat Quong, it is likely that he took advantage of the fires and became a paper son. The 

key is in the contradiction. His familyôs history states that he first immigrated to Canada and then came down to 

the U.S. There is no reason to believe that this is a lie, as this history is relatively recent and came from familial 

sources close to him. Yet his draft card states that he was born in 1905 in San Francisco. Furthermore, there has 

yet to be unveiled any documentation supporting his engaging in the legal processes of immigration either in Can-

ada (which had its own exclusion act) or in the U.S. It was common for Chinese immigrants to be smuggled from 

Hong Kong to Victoria, British Columbia, and then brought down by boat into the U.S. Perhaps that is the path Bat 

Quong took into America where he then claimed being born in San Francisco. We cannot know for sure. 

Family knowledge aside, how do we know of Bat Quongôs existence outside of standard immigration documenta-

tion? Like many he served in the military during WWII and with that military service comes records. Governmental 

organizations such as the National Archives and genealogical websites like Fold3, Ancestry, and FamilySearch 

are where we can look for military records. There, we discover that he has an enlistment record. He enlisted on 

the 14th of April, 1941, was a warrant officer, and had only one year of high school education. It also lists Bat 

Quong as single with dependents, though it does not list who those dependents were. Being listed as ñsingleò is 

also a lie, as his wife was still back in China, and it was a ruse that had to be kept up because how could a man 

ñborn in San Franciscoò and who had ñnever left the countryò be married to a woman who in turn has never left 

China? It speaks to the desperation of their circumstances and the dedication to their children that Bat Quong 

would cross an ocean so that he could provide for his family. It would be 35 years before he and his wife saw each 

other again. 
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Outside of pre-existing family knowledge which itself has holes and possible inconsistencies, we cannot know 

much about who Bat Quong was and what he did. The rest of the verifiable information we have on him is his vet-

eran BIRLS (Beneficiary Identification Records Locator Subsystem) death record, his WWII draft card, and his 

Social Security Death Index information. All of these individual points of data are extremely important in verifying 

who he was, as they are mostly the same information printed in different ways. However, they do little more than 

suggest what he was in the military and how long he lived. Important, but finite, information.  

Like Father, Like Son, or, From Quong to Quon 

Much like his father, Shau Fook Quon came over to America in order to 

find a better life. Unlike his dad, he came over as a young single man 

without dependents to send money back to. There was most assuredly 

an expectation that he should still send money back to the family, 

though. Using FamilySearch and Ancestry, we have the passenger list 

showing that he left from Hong Kong at just 17 years old aboard the S.S. 

President Coolidge and arrived in San Francisco, California, on the 22nd 

of November, 1940.  What we donôt know is why his last name changed 

from his fatherôs. 

According to family knowledge, Shau had to change his name from 

ñQuongò to ñQuonò in order to circumvent a law that allowed only one 

Chinese person with any unique, individual name into the U.S. Research 

has yet to uncover this particular law or any other instance of a ñShau 

Quongò that would prevent him from entering the country using his true 

family name. An alternate possibility could be that he felt he had to 

change his name to distance himself from his father. If Bat Quong en-

tered the country through illegal means and claimed to be born in San 

Francisco, how could he have a son back in China? Unfortunately, we 

may never know the full answer. 

Documents found on Fold3 and through the National Archives show that 

we have much more information on Shauôs time in the U.S. military than we do for his father. We have his WWII 

enlistment record, his Veteran Affairs BIRLS death file, his draft card, and even morning reports chronicling his 

time training in 1943 at the 703rd Army Air Force Supply Depot that dominated the Springfield, Illinois fairgrounds. 

There, he trained alongside roughly 150 other Chinese-Americans as they prepared to go to China (the first time 

for some) and fight the Japanese. While there is no documentation of his time during the war outside of training at 

that depot, we can surmise through some deduction and family knowledge that he served as part of the 407th Air 

Service Squadron, Fourteenth Air Service Group, Fourteenth Air Force, a critical component that supported the 

Flying Tigers during the war. While training in Springfield in 1943, the Magnuson Act that December repealed the 

earlier Chinese Exclusion Acts and made it possible to naturalize. A news article, shown here, shows how the 

men, possibly including Shau, immediately went to petition for naturalization as the laws relaxed ahead of the act 

being signed and provisions were made for military service. (Fig. 3) 

Fig. 3: News article about Chinese natu-
ralizations. Daily Republican Register, 
November 24, 1943. 

https://www.slcl.org/resources/fold3
https://www.archives.gov/research
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Unfortunately, we donôt know more about his time in the military, similar to Bat Quong. The National Personnel 

Records Center in St. Louis caught fire in 1973 and devastated many of the military records that could help our 

understanding of this familyôs history. All that was left of Shauôs physical records was the final receipt of payment 

when he was discharged from the military. 

While he was serving in China, he met his wife, Sue Lin Der, and after the war was over they were married in 

1947. By using the Full Text experimental tool on FamilySearch Labs, their wedding certificate signed by the U.S. 

Consulate at Shanghai was discovered. Further search revealed Sue Linôs own arrival in 1947. 

Crossing an Ocean 

Pay close attention to family knowledge. While we cannot rely on memory and family stories alone, they are a vital 

part of filling in what paperwork leaves out. Immigration documents such as passenger lists usually list what city 

the immigrant is from. In the case of Shau Quon, his list states that he was born in Hoiping (more commonly 

Kaiping), a county-level city in Guangdong Province, China. Sue Lin Der, Shauôs wife, was born in Taishan, 

Guangdong Province. Taishan is a very common place for many Chinese Americansô ancestors, as an estimated 

half a million are of Taishanese descent. Taishan even calls itself the ñFirst Home of the Overseas Chinese.ò  

There are also organizations such as the Chinese Family History Group, My China Roots, and more that exist to 

provide resources and offer assistance in conducting genealogy both in the States and abroad, including transla-

tion services. Friends of Roots has a searchable database where you can find Chinese villages where your ances-

tral surname historically appears. The most important genealogical work that you could find would be a Jiapu , 

or a genealogy book. These family books trace the male lineage from the present to the first person with the family 

name. Wives and usually daughters are listed but matriarchal lines were not traced. These Jiapu contain all sorts 

of information from historical accounts to family guidelines. Zupu , or clan books, are very similar but broader 

in scale.  

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) has over a quarter-of-a-million Chinese immigration 

case files in Record Group 85. These files may contain: biographical information, certificates of identity/residency, 

Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) hearing transcripts and findings, legal documents, testimony by wit-

nesses, and personal artifacts (e.g., marriage certificates, personal letters, family photos, etc.). Court cases litigat-

ed by Chinese people in opposition to anti-Chinese legislation or fighting deportation can be found in Record 

Group 21. Correspondence and records of the U.S. Customs Service, early enforcers of the Chinese Exclusion 

Act, are in Record Group 36. You can also find merchant partnership files, passenger arrival lists, and the Index to 

Certificates of Identity. Many of these documents are digitized and available through FamilySearch and Ancestry, 

but some may require going to the National Archives website. 

When trying to trace oneôs family history, many look to find answers to the question, ñwhere did I come from?ò Ex-

cept for those who are Indigenous, all Americans are descendants of immigrants, and so our search for answers 

often leads us overseas to other lands that our ancestors once lived in. Making that jump can be difficult even for 

the most veteran genealogists. That remains true, if not more so, for those looking to find their ancestors back in 

China. There is hope, however. These immigrants went through numerous hardships to improve the lives of their 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/labs/
https://chinesefamilyhistory.org/
https://www.mychinaroots.com/
https://www.friendsofroots.org/
https://www.archives.gov/findingaid/stat/discovery/85


BASEBALL HISTORY 

families; hardships that often formed paper families. These hardships, some of which were unique to Chinese-

Americans, also formed paper trails for us to follow. By following these trails, we can often find the real families 

behind them. (Fig. 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 4: Shau Quon (left) and Bat Quong (right). 
Photo provided by Drew Quon.  
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Itôs baseball season! These books and others can be checked out from the Emerson History & Genealogy Center or 
put on hold in the SLCL online catalog to be picked up at your local branch.  

https://www.slcl.org/


 

 

 

 

Having trouble reading German records? 

 

Check out these free classes from familysearch.org! They 

are designed to give family researchers who read little or no 

German a basic working knowledge of old German script.  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/lessons/old-

german-script-part-1 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/lessons/old-

german-script-part-2 
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The History & Genealogy Department is growing its yearbook collection! With nearly 1,100 yearbooks already digitized on the 

Digital Archives, we are always looking to add more. 

Here are some of our criteria: 

St. Louis and Missouri preferred 

Elementary or primary school yearbooks not accepted 

No offensive signatures 

If you are interested in contributing to our digitized yearbook collection, check out the Digital Archives to see what we already 

have. 

You may either permanently donate your yearbooks, or temporarily loan them to the H&G Department until they have been digit-

ized, after which they will be returned to you. 

If you have any questions, email genealogy@slcl.org with ñATTN Digital Collections Librarianò in the subject line.  
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
 

On May 30, 1922, the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C., 

was dedicated. The memorial is located at the western end of 

the National Mall and receives over 7 million visitors each 

year. The memorial is built in a neoclassical temple style. It 

was designed by architect Henry Bacon and features a 30-

foot seated statue of Abraham Lincoln by sculptor Daniel 

Chester French.  

 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/lessons/old-german-script-part-1
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/lessons/old-german-script-part-1
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/lessons/old-german-script-part-2
https://www.familysearch.org/en/help/helpcenter/lessons/old-german-script-part-2
https://slcl.recollectcms.com/
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Thursday, May 8, 6:30 p.m. 

Hybrid Program: Revolutionary War Refresh 

Clark Family Branch or Virtual 

Commemorate the 250th anniversary of the beginning of the 

Revolutionary War by refreshing your knowledge of the early 

events and battles that took place in the spring of 1775. Part 

of the Memorial May Series. Adults. Registration required.  
 

Saturday, May 10, 10:00 a.m. 

Shoebox Archaeology 

Clark Family Branch 

Learn how we use archaeology to understand history. Prac-

tice with a hands-on project involving digging through minia-

ture excavation sites. Ages 11-14. Registration required. 
 

Monday, May 12, 6:30 p.m. 

Virtual Program: Exploring Fold3 

Virtual 

Learn how to search the military records in the Fold3 data-

base. Part of the Memorial May Series. Adults. Registration 

required. 
 

Tuesday, May 13, 6:00 p.m. 

Hybrid Program: Basic Conservation and Cleaning of 

Grave Markers 

Clark Family Branch or Virtual 

Receive instruction in proper cleaning techniques, gaining 

permission, and selecting equipment/supplies for saving the 

stones that mark the graves of your ancestors. Part of the Me-

morial May Series. Adults. Registration required. 
 

Thursday, May 15, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Genealogy @ Grantôs View 

Grantôs View Branch 

The History & Genealogy Department is taking the show on  

H&G 
Classes & 
Programs 

 

the road! Ready to research your family history? A staff mem- 

ber will be available at the branch to answer questions and 

share information about how to begin your research and use 

the libraryôs resources. Attendees may arrive any time during 

the event, and wait times may vary. Adults. 
 

Monday, May 19, 6:00 p.m. 

Virtual Program: Was My William Smith in the Civil War? 

Virtual 

Presented by Brian Rhinehart, owner of CivilWarRecords.com 

Learn some tips on how to determine if your ancestor was in 

the war and how to differentiate among those commonly 

named soldiers using mostly free resources. Part of the Me-

morial May Series. Adults. Registration required. 

 

Wednesday, May 21, 6:30 p.m. 

Hybrid Program: Beginning Jewish Genealogy 

Clark Family Branch or Virtual 

Learn the basics of Jewish genealogical research and discov-

er the resources available through the Emerson History & Ge-

nealogy Center at the St. Louis County Library. Adults. Regis-

tration required. 

 

Thursday, May 29, 6:00 p.m. 

Mapping St. Louis 

Oak Bend Branch 

Explore the growth of the city from its founding in the 1760s to 

the present day with the author of Mapping St. Louis: A Histo-

ry of the Gateway City in 40 Rare Maps, Andrew Hahn, Direc-

tor of the Campbell House Museum and 7th generation St. 

Louisan. Books will be available for purchase. Adults. Regis-

tration required. 

 

Saturday, May 31, 1:00-4:00 p.m. 

DAR Presents: Find Your Revolutionary War Patriot 

Clark Family Branch 

Sponsored by the O'Fallon Chapter Daughters of the Ameri-

can Revolution (Ladue) 

Enjoy a presentation by the Missouri State Society DAR Reg-

istrar, followed by consultations with DAR genealogists and 

tours of the Emerson History & Genealogy Center to help you 

uncover your patriot ancestor. Attendees may arrive at any 

time, and wait times may vary. Refreshments will be served 

and attendance prizes awarded. Part of the Memorial May 

Series. Adults. Registration required. 

https://www.slcl.org/events/hybrid-program-revolutionary-war-refresh
https://www.slcl.org/events/shoebox-archaeology
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-exploring-fold3
https://www.slcl.org/events/hybrid-program-basic-conservation-and-cleaning-grave-markers
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-was-my-william-smith-civil-war
https://www.slcl.org/events/hybrid-program-beginning-jewish-genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/events/hybrid-program-beginning-jewish-genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/events/mapping-st-louis
https://www.slcl.org/events/mapping-st-louis
https://www.slcl.org/events/dar-presents-find-your-revolutionary-war-patriot
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CATHOLIC CEMETERIES  

History & Genealogy Services 
 

Print collection 

More than 25,000 books in the collection can be checked out. 

The entire collection is included in the libraryôs online catalog. 

Books with call numbers that do not begin with ñRò are 

available to check out. Patrons can request books online. Ref-

erence materials may be used in person during library hours.  

 
Database access 

Many library databases can be used at home by St. Louis 

County Library cardholders living in the metropolitan area. 

Some databases are restricted to branch or H&G department 

access only. H&G also maintains the SLCL Digital Archives. 

 
Research guidance 

H&G staff members can provide research assistance by 

phone and in person. Contact information can be found in the 

lower right corner of this page.  

 
Lookup service 

H&G can provide photocopies, prints, or digital scans of many 

library materials from indexed sources or when given a       

specific citation. Requests can be made through the online 

lookup request form. 

 
Book a Genealogist 

Researchers encountering brick walls, or who would like 

assistance in developing a plan to achieve specific research 

goals, can schedule a consultation with an H&G staff 

member. Requests can be made using the online Book a 

Genealogist form. 

 
Memory Lab 

H&G has personal recording and scanning & digitization stu-

dios for preserving family history. Reservations are required. 

Oral History and Scanning Kits may also be checked out for 

home use.  

 
Classes & programs 

H&G offers a variety of in-person and virtual events for new 

and experienced genealogists. All events are free and a li-

brary card is not required.  

 

PastPorts is published by the History & Genealogy Depart-

ment at the St. Louis County Library. Subscribe to PastPorts 

or view current and past issues.  

 

Contact us: 

Emerson History & Genealogy Center 

St. Louis County Library  

1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63131 

314-994-3300 

genealogy@slcl.org  

www.slcl.org/genealogy 

Mon-Thurs 9 am-8 pm, Fri-Sat 9 am-5 pm, Sun 1-5 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you checked out the Catholic Cemeteries of the St. 

Louis Archdioceseôs burial search website lately? This is a 

great resource for locating your Catholic ancestorsô final rest-

ing places, and it is now even better! Catholic Cemeteries of 

the Archdiocese of St. Louis is updating the online burial 

search tool with digital mapping. This is an ongoing project, 

and Resurrection Cemetery, St. Monica Cemetery, and 

Mount Olive Cemetery are the first locations to receive this 

update. Burial records for the other locations remain searcha-

ble, but they donôt yet include the enhanced digital mapping. 

Search for all of your St. Louis area Catholic ancestors at 

awaittheblessedhope.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://slouc.na2.iiivega.com/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/resources-a-to-z?field_summary_value=&field_resource_categories_target_id=126&field_audience_target_id=All
https://slcl.recollectcms.com/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/memory-lab
https://slcl.myturn.com/library/inventory/browse?location=3331&hide_unavailable_reservation=true
https://www.slcl.org/events-classes?field_event_type_target_id=46&field_start_date_value_1_op=%3D&field_start_date_value_1%5Bvalue%5D=&field_start_date_value_1%5Bmin%5D=&field_start_date_value_1%5Bmax%5D=&combine=
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
http://www.slcl.org/genealogy
https://awaittheblessedhope.org/


 

Overdue Postcards           

 

Long before the St. Louis County Library removed fines for overdue materials, it sent out notices to remind patrons to return their 

books. While today we expect a simple email or letter, in its youth, the Library employed creative ways to reach its patrons. 

 

Director Stewart Smith and staff in the Overdue Office came up with a series of postcards designed to amuse as well as jog the 

memory. Overall, the whimsical cards were effective. Would they help you remember to return your books? 

   LIBRARY REWIND 
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  POSTCARDS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Family History Conference: Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) and DNA: Tools for Unlocking Your Past  

Saturday, May 3, 9:00 am-3:30 pm 

Hybrid: Maryland Heights Community Center and Virtual 

Speakers: Steve Little, Jim Brewster, & Josiah Schmidt 

Join the St. Louis Genealogical Society to learn more about 

these fascinating tools that can help make your research more 

successful. The day will start at 9:00 a.m. and end at 3:30 

p.m. CST, and include seven lectures and an optional box 

lunch. Everyone who registers will have access to an online 

syllabus and will be able to view the digital recordings of all 

seven sessions after the conference.  

 

 

See stlgs.org/events/family-history-conference for more infor-

mation and to register.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

{ǘ[D{ 9ǾŜƴǘ 

LIBRARY CLOSURE 
 

All branches of the St. Louis County Library will be closed on 

Monday, May 26 for Memorial Day.  
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NEWBook 
JOE SONDERMAN 

This Day in St. Louis History: The Remarkable, 
the Outrageous, the Spectacular, and Every-
thing in Between 

фттΦусс {сфу¢ 

St. Louis has a fascinating history 
that continues to affect how we 
live in the metro area today. This 
book presents that history in a 
unique fashion that makes it inter-
esting to read, compiling historic 
events in a day-by-day calendar 
format. There are the tragedies 
and triumphs of great figures of 
history and, of course, sports. 
There are the epochal events from 
the settling of the city to West-
ward Expansion, from the Louisiana Purchase to the 1904 
Worldôs Fair through the wars and the baby boom years 
right through Ferguson, COVID-19, and the success of our 
new soccer team. But there are also the lesser-known sto-
ries behind the names of our communities and roads, tales 
of the offbeat and sometimes humorous, and the accom-
plishments and foibles of the famous. Local radio person-
ality, traffic reporter, and author Joe Sonderman has been 
collecting St. Louis history for 45 years and presents it in 
an easy-to-read style that will engage anyone with even the 
most casual interest in what makes our region so great. 
Many of the stories happened within our lifetime, so flip-
ping through the book will often bring back memories of 
events you may have forgotten about or stories you never 
knew. You will find it hard to put down.ïPublisher 

https://stlgs.org/events/family-history-conference


 

 

Ancestry Library Edition has added new Scottish records! 

Search for your ancestors in these new data sets: 

  

Select Counties, Scotland, Church of Scotland, Baptisms, 

1615-1854 

4,991,735 records 

 

Select Counties, Scotland, Church of Scotland, Marriag-

es, 1615-1854 

3,150,429 records 

   

Select Counties, Scotland, Church of Scotland, Burials, 

1655-1854 

497,944 records  

 

Access Ancestry Library Edition at your local SLCL branch! 

 

 
Over My Dead Body 
Greg Melville 
Print (393 M531O), eBook/Audio (Hoopla) 
 

 

Melvilleôs Over My Dead Body is a lively (pun intended) and wide-ranging history of cemeteries, plac-
es that have mirrored the passing eras in history but have also shaped it. Cemeteries have given birth to 
landscape architecture and famous parks, as well as influenced architectural styles. Theyôve inspired 
and motivated some of our greatest poets and authorsðEmerson, Whitman, Dickinson. Theyôve been 
used as political tools to shift the countryôs discourse and as important symbols of the United Statesô 
ambition and reach. 
 

But they are changing and fading. Embalming and burial is incredibly toxic, and while cremations have just recently sur-
passed burials in popularity, theyôre not great for the environment either. Over My Dead Body explores everythingð
history, sustainability, land use, and moreðand what it really means to memorialize.ïPublisher 
 

Locales visited in Over My Dead Body: 
Shawsheen Cemetery ï Bedford, Massachusetts, The 1607 Burial Ground ï Historic Jamestowne, Virginia, Burial Hill ï 
Plymouth, Massachusetts, Colonial Jewish Burial Ground ï Newport, Rhode Island, Monticelloôs African American Grave-
yard ï Charlottesville, Virginia, Mount Auburn Cemetery ï Cambridge, Massachusetts, Green-Wood Cemetery ï Brooklyn, 
New York, Laurel Grove Cemetery ï Savannah, Georgia, Sleepy Hollow Cemetery ï Concord, Massachusetts, Central Park 
ï New York, New York, Gettysburg National Cemetery ï Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, Arlington National Cemetery ï Ar-
lington, Virginia, Woodlawn Cemetery ï Bronx, New York, Boothill Graveyard Tombhill, Arizona, Forest Lawn Memorial
-Park ï Glenwood, California, The Chapel of the Chimes ï Oakland, California, Hollywood Forever Cemetery ï Los Ange-
les, California, Natureôs Sanctuary ï Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  

 

SCOTTISH RECORDS 

MAY 2025 | PAGE 12 

NEWS AND TIPS   |   EMERSON HISTORY & GENEALOGY CENTER 

 

 

 

 

 

Collected 
3/29/2025 - 1/20/2030  

For more than 150 years, St. Louisans have entrusted the 
Missouri Historical Society with countless objectsð

photographs, diaries, home movies, clothing, booksðitems 
that future generations can turn to in order to help make 
sense of the past. Collected is St. Louisôs history brought to 
life, one map, toy, T-shirt, and painting at a time. ïWebsite 

See mohistory.org/exhibits/collected for more information.  

MO HIST EXHIBIT 

https://mohistory.org/exhibits/collected
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Do you want to learn more about your military ancestors? Take a look at these: 



MAY 2025 | PAGE 15 

NEWS AND TIPS   |   EMERSON HISTORY & GENEALOGY CENTER 


