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FOR THE RECORDS 

Using Obituaries to Learn About Our Ancestors and Connect 
With Living Relatives 

Obituaries provide researchers with an accessible means to identify family relationships and expand knowledge of their 

family. They show connections among and between self-identified family members alive at the time of publication. The 

ongoing newspaper digitization process makes obituaries available to anyone with an internet connection.  

First, we will consider some definitions so that we have a common vocabulary to begin.  Then we will analyze some 

specific notices and obituaries to understand the information that might be found in them. Next, we will consider what 

finding aids and indexes might be available to help us in the process. Finally, we will explore options for finding the 

potentially still living people named in the obituaries. The examples will primarily be St. Louis and Missouri based, but 

the same principles and strategies apply to other locations. 

Definition of Terms 

The late Keith Zimmer of St. Louis Public Library began indexing death related items found in the St. Louis Post-

Dispatch in 1992. As he studied the data in the newspapers, he identified and defined four different categories: obituary 

articles, death notices, burial permits, and due notices. Over the years, these have become standardized terms in the St. 

Louis genealogical community. Similar items exist in other newspapers around the country, and they may go by differ-

ent names, but we will use them in our discussion. Therefore we must understand what each of them means.  

The first three of these definitions come from the website of the late Bob Doerr, who indexed deaths in the St. Louis 

Post-Dispatch for the years 1975-1977.1 The clarity and ease of understanding his definitions makes them ideal for our 

purposes here.   
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Obituary articles usually include detail about a person, including occupation, 

brief biography, relatives, etc. The newspaper writers would typically write 

these for well-known or important people. News articles tell of the causes of 

(usually violent) deaths and thus provide family history information and may 

relate to family health history.  

Funeral notices, or death notices, usually include the date of death; names of 

spouses, children, and parents; place of the funeral; and place of interment. In 

a few instances, depending mainly on the funeral home, the age is included, 

but ages are unduly rare in funeral notices in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch.  

These are typically placed and paid for by the family. 

A burial permit entry includes the name, and (usually) age and address of the 

deceased. In some instances, one can learn a decedent's middle initial from 

the burial permit entries. Lists of burial permits are not published daily in the 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, but appear in groupings that cover several days or 

weeks; most are not alphabetized. Some groups of permit listings appear to 

be duplicates. [Note: these entries do not contain copies of the actual burial 

permit, but are rather a notification that the governing body issued one.] 

A due notice results when the family publishes a funeral notice before 

the arrangements have been completed. They differ from a standard 

death notice in that they typically lack information about the funeral ar-

rangement and burial. Typically a complete notice appears a day or two 

later, possibly in a different newspaper. These are also placed and paid 

for by the family. 

With the exception of the burial permit, most people refer to all of these 

colloquially as obituaries. All four of them have uses from a genealogi-

cal perspective.  

Analysis of Death Notices and Obituaries 

The death notice of Edward C. Buchanan (Fig. 1) is a good example of what type of information typically appears in 

such a notice. In it, we learned his date of death, that the interment was private, the dates and times of the memorial ser-

vice, and where the family would like memorials directed. We also learned the name of his spouse and her maiden name. 

It also names his daughter, son-in-law, grandchildren, and of the existence of unnamed cousins, nephews and nieces, and 

in-laws. 

It also includes the somewhat curious phrase ñasleep in Jesusò rather than simply stating that he died. Seeing this phrase 

in a notice typically means the deceased was a Lutheran. 

Many researchers have an expectation of finding more information than this in a death notice. These items include the 

names of the deceasedôs parents, children, or siblings, the individualôs date and place of birth, the age at time of death, 

Fig. 2: Elizabeth Poehling death notice. St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch, June 19, 1951.  

Fig. 1: Edward C. Buchanan death no-
tice. St. Louis Post-Dispatch, June 8, 
1977. Names of living people redacted.  
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and the personôs residence and occupation. Any of these items might be includedïthereôs no specific requirement to in-

clude or not include any bits of information. 

Since all obituaries are different, and they may not always include all of the above information, other genealogical re-

sources, such as census records, death certificates, birth certificates, cemetery records, and possibly a family Bible, if it 

exists, will need to be searched to find more information. 

Prior to the early 1960s, it was not uncommon to find the address of the deceased in the notice. This changed because 

criminals discovered that the obituaries were a great source of information about people who would not be home at a 

specific time and they began breaking into peopleôs homes during the service. Consequently, itôs rarely listed anymore. 

To find an address, itôs best to use a city directory or an old telephone directory. 

Elizabeth Poehlingôs death notice (Fig. 2) appears to be very similar to the previous one. It names the spouse and chil-

dren, the time and place of the service, and the interment. Something different is the phrase ñFortified with the Sacra-

ments of Holy Mother Church.ò This indicates she 

was given last rites by a priest, and that she was a 

Roman Catholic.  

Marguerite Hellôs notice (Fig. 3) also appears very 

similar in format, but upon closer examination, we 

discover something different. With the exception of 

the first daughter, who was widowed at the time, the 

daughtersô names are Mrs. [husbandôs name]. While 

seeming strange to us today, it was a common prac-

tice a century ago. 

Caroline Harperôs notice (Fig. 4) was printed in the 

St. Louis Globe-Democrat in 1891. It appeared in 

no other St. Louis newspaper. This is a good exam-

ple of why researchers should look in every paper for a death notice or obituary. A PastPorts article from 2011 studied 

death notices in St. Louis newspapers. The results revealed that, prior to 1915, more notices appeared in the Globe-

Democrat than the Post-Dispatch.2 

This notice contains two items of interest not previously discussed. In the first line she is described as the ñrelict of Jo-

seph Leavens Harper.ò This language seems strange to us in 2025, but it indicates her husband predeceased herïin other 

words, she was a widow when she died. The last line also contains interesting information. It asks the newspapers in 

Hull, Yorkshire (England), and Salt Lake City to please copy. Back then, newspapers shared copies with other publica-

tions. By reprinting the notice, far away relatives might get the news of the passing more quickly than the family could 

write and post letters.  

Should you look for the copies? It couldnôt hurt, but it probably wonôt help either. If the paper in another city copies the 

notice it will not contain any additional informationðthey would have no place to get it from. On the other hand, these 

other cities were not chosen randomly. A diligent researcher should look in those areas for other information about their 

families. It could open an entirely new area of research. 

Fig. 3: Marguerite Hell death notice. St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 
1, 1928. 
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Sgt. Harry R. (Pete) Vieôs obitu-

ary (Fig. 5) appeared in the St. 

Louis Post-Dispatch on 27 Feb-

ruary 1945 along with those of 

several other men who died while 

serving in the military during 

World War II. It provides infor-

mation about his death and a 

small amount of family infor-

mation.  The family placed a 

death notice in the same paper on 20 April 1945 (Fig. 6) which contains information about the family but very little 

about his military service. Both documents together provide important information about his life, and both point to other 

areas for further research. 

Foreign language newspapers might also provide information about our ancestors. Our immigrant ancestors often con-

tinued to think in and speak their native languages a long time after they arrived in the United States and learned at least 

a rudimentary amount of English. Most cities with sizable immigrant populations had local newspapers written in the 

languages of said immigrants. At various times, St. Louis newspapers were published in Chinese, Czech, French, Ger-

man, Hungarian, Italian, and Polish. Many of these have been microfilmed and many are available digitally too.3 

If you are concerned about your ability to translate and understand your ancestorsô languages, have no fear. Through the 

magic of AI, Google Translate can help. Using either a browser or the Google Translate App on your phone, you can 

snap a photo of the text and get a near instantaneous translation. (Fig. 7) This will work in any of the 249 languages cur-

rently  available in Google Translate. 

Online Obituaries 

Most funeral homes now offer online obituaries for their customers. Due to the ever increasing expense of publishing a 

notice in the newspaper, many families are choosing this option. These can usually be found with a Google search of the 

deceasedôs name and the word 

ñobituary.ò If you are searching for a 

common name, include the place they 

died (or lived) and a year or range of 

years. Typically the information provid-

ed is more like an obituary article than a 

funeral notice, because unlike a newspa-

per,  there is no extra charge for adding 

more words. 

Available Finding Aids and Indexes 

Many find it tempting to assume in this 

era of AI search engines that finding aids 

Fig. 4: Caroline Harper death notice. St. Louis Globe-Democrat, December 29, 1891. 

Fig. 5: Sgt. Harry R. Vie death article. St. Louis Post-Dispatch, February 27, 
1945. 
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and indexes no longer serve a useful purpose. Nothing can be 

further from the truth. Yes, search engines are becoming bet-

ter and better, but sometimes a good finding aid can guide a 

researcher in ways a search cannot. For example, one could 

search the St. Louis Post-Dispatch forever and not find an 

obituary for Caroline Harper (mentioned above). Looking at 

an index and not finding a listing would be strong evidence 

that searching that paper would be a waste of time and instead 

to look in another paper. 

Probably the best known obituary index in St. Louis is the 

one created by the St. Louis Public Library. It includes the St. 

Louis Post-Dispatch for the years 1880 through 1931, 1942 

to 1945, 1960 to 1970, January to June 1971, and 1992 to the present. It also includes obituaries and death notices from 

the St. Louis Argus, an African American newspaper, for the years 1918 to 1922, 1930 to 1931, and 1942 to 1997. It is 

accessible online.4 

Bob Doerr created an additional index for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch covering the years 1975, 1976, and the first half of 

1977. The website that hosted this index was shut down several years ago, but the index can still be accessed using the 

original URL on the Wayback Machine website.1 

St. Louis County Library also has a number of newspaper indexes on their website. These include an every name index 

for the Carondelet News, St. Louis French newspapers, and the St. Louis County Watchman-Advocate. It also includes 

death or obituary indexes for the St. Louis Globe-Democrat, the St. Louis Sun, and the German language Westliche 

Post.5 

Obituaries and death notices from another German lan-

guage paper published in St. Louis, the Anzeiger des 

Westens, are indexed for the years 1876, 1877, 1878 

and the period from 4 December 1881 through 27 May 

1883 in the Missouri State Genealogical Association 

Journal. A finding aid detailing which years are cov-

ered in which volume of the journal can be found on 

the St. Louis County Libraryôs website.6  The journals 

themselves are available at no charge on the Missouri 

State Genealogical Societyôs website.7 

If you are researching somewhere other than St. Louis, 

contact local libraries and local and regional genealogi-

cal and historical societies. Also, check the journals 

from these societies. 

Fig. 6: Sgt. Harry R. (Pete) Vie death notice. St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch, April 20, 1945.  

Fig. 7: Death notices from the St. Louiskeô Listy, March 9, 1911, 
along with a translation created using Google Translate in the 
browser of an iPhone.  



Finding Living People Named in Obituaries 

Finding a long-lost, living relative can be a great boon to your research. Sometimes, a different branch of your family 

will have information (or photographs or memorabilia) about your ancestors that you know nothing about. You might 

also find another researcher to collaborate with. Gone are the days of a published telephone directory, so the challenge 

becomes finding them. 

Few people think of Facebook8 as a means of finding people, but it actually works quite well. As of February 2024, 81% 

of the US population used the platform in some manner. If you are looking for John Moore or Mary Smith, it might be a 

bit challenging to find the person, but even then it is worth a shot.  

Ancestry,9 MyHeritage,10 and other genealogy sites might also provide an option for finding and messaging them. How 

effective this approach will be depends on their membership on the sites and, as always, the common name problem 

mentioned above.  

A final option might be to use a people searching website. These are constantly changing, and may start charging for a 

simple search. The St. Louis County Library offers access for cardholders to a website called Reference Solutions.11 

Bear in mind the potential ages of people listed in the notice. If, for example, the notice for an elderly person was pub-

lished in the 1970s or 1980s, it is highly improbable their spouse is still living in 2025. In fact, most likely their named 

children will also be deceased. If grandchildren are named, that would be the best place to start. If the grandchildren are 

not named, you will need to find a notice for their parents (who were named as children of the deceased) to find a living 

person. The further back in time you research, the more iterations of this process will be necessary. 

Summary and Conclusions 

Obituaries provide researchers with unparalleled access to information about their families. This information typically 

comes directly from the family members themselves. Using obituaries in conjunction with other easily accessible rec-

ords, such as censuses, can help a researcher expand their knowledge about their family, and make connections with oth-

er researchers. 

 

Notes: 

1 1975-1977 St. Louis Post-Dispatch Death Index, https://web.archive.org/web/20150302220349/www.rollanet.org/

~bdoerr/P-D/PD75-77.htm, accessed 26 May 2025.  

2 See PastPorts, ñObituaries in St. Louis Newspapers: A Comparison,ò April 2011 p 3-10  https://www.slcl.org/sites/

default/files/2024-07/pastports-04-2011.pdf, accessed 7 Apr 2025. 

3 List of Newspapers available at St. Louis County Library, https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/list-of-

newspapers-and-other-periodicals-on-microfilm, accessed 26 May 2025. 
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https://web.archive.org/web/20150302220349/www.rollanet.org/~bdoerr/P-D/PD75-77.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20150302220349/www.rollanet.org/~bdoerr/P-D/PD75-77.htm
https://www.slcl.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/pastports-04-2011.pdf
https://www.slcl.org/sites/default/files/2024-07/pastports-04-2011.pdf
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/list-of-newspapers-and-other-periodicals-on-microfilm
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/list-of-newspapers-and-other-periodicals-on-microfilm


 
The International German Genealogy Partnership Conference will take place in Columbus, Ohio from June 12-15. 
Learn from professional German genealogists, speak with exhibitors, and take a bus tour of the German Village. 
See iggp.org/2025-iggp-conference for more information for more information.  
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4 St. Louis Public Libraryôs Obituary Index, https://cdm17210.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p17210coll9, accessed 

21 Apr 2025. 

5 Newspaper Indexes on the St. Louis County Library website, https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/newspapers, 

accessed 24 Apr 2025. 

6 Finding aid on St. Louis County Library website, https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/st-louis-genealogy/st-

louis-newspapers/anzeiger-des-westens, accessed 24 Apr 2025. 

7 Missouri State Genealogical Society Journals, https://www.mosga.org/cstm_journal.php, accessed 24 Apr 2025. 

8 Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/, accessed 24 Apr 2025. 

9 Ancestry, https://www.ancestry.com, accessed 24 Apr 2025. 

10 MyHeritage, https://www.myheritage.com/, accessed 24 Apr 2025.   

11 Reference Solutions, https://www.slcl.org/resources/reference-solutions, accessed 26 May 2025. 
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https://cdm17210.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p17210coll9
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/newspapers
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/st-louis-genealogy/st-louis-newspapers/anzeiger-des-westens
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/st-louis-genealogy/st-louis-newspapers/anzeiger-des-westens
https://www.mosga.org/cstm_journal.php
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.myheritage.com/
https://www.slcl.org/resources/reference-solutions


 

 

The St. John Nepomuk Collection 
 

History & Genealogy has a new section in our Digital Archives, The St. John Nepomuk Collection! St. John Nepomuk is the first 

Czech Catholic Church in the United States, and still stands at S. 11th and Lafayette Ave. First established in 1854, the parish 

was a pillar of Czech culture—both in St. Louis and nationally. Over the years, they hosted a school, various fraternal and be-

nevolent societies, a magazine, and a very active amateur dramatic club. The parish also helped birth several nearby Slavic par-

ishes, including the nearby and now-closed Holy Trinity Slovak Parish. 
 

The St. John Nepomuk Collectionôs premier resource is a searchable index for the baptismal (1854-1953), marriage (1854-

1925) and death records (1865-1923) at the parish. The early years of these records are especially useful for researchers be-

cause the parish priests frequently recorded the birthplaces of, for example, the parents in a baptismal record. Because foreign 

places of birth were not recorded in naturalization records until 1906, this information for the first Czech immigrants to arrive in 

St. Louis is invaluable. This collection also boasts a comprehensive collection of jubilee books, including those for Holy Trinity 

Slovak Parish. We expect this collection to continue growing as we work with the parish to make this material available to re-

searchers, so keep an eye out!  
 

Access these and other local history records at slcl.recollectcms.com. 
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The Indifferent Stars Above by James Brown 
978.02 B877I, Libby, & Hoopla 

A sweeping yet intimate history of the journey of the Donner Party. Also called the ñDonner-Reed Par-
ty,ò this group of American pioneers faced hardship and tragedy on their westward trek in 1846-1847. 
Brown uses the 21-year old Sarah Graves as a focal point for the book, but examines the motivations 
and actions of all party members throughout. 
 

You've probably heard of the Donner Party in connection to cannibalism--when the group became 
snowbound in the Sierra Nevada mountains that winter, many of the members died of cold or starva-
tion. With no provisions, the survivors turned to desperate measures to stay alive. 
It is difficult to imagine what could drive individuals to such drastic measures, but Brown paints an illuminating portrait of 
the group's suffering, evoking sympathy for the children, women, and men who toiled across the American west. 
If you're curious to learn more about this infamous group, or if you've always wondered what it was like to travel the Ore-
gon Trail, check out The Indifferent Stars Above for a detailed examination of the dangers of westward migration.  

https://slcl.recollectcms.com/
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June 9-30, Clark Family Branch 

Freedom Suits Traveling Exhibition 

The Freedom Suits Traveling Exhibition from the Missouri 

State Archives will be on display at the St. Louis County Li-

brary Clark Family Branch from June 9th to June 30th. This 

powerful exhibit highlights the legal battles of enslaved individ-

uals in Missouri who fought for their freedom in the 19th centu-

ry. All ages.  
 

Monday, June 9, 6:30 p.m., Virtual  

Virtual Program: Bygdebßker: Norwegian Rural Books 

Since the early 20th century, Norwegians have produced 

manuscripts that contain rich details about rural individuals 

and families. Learn about Bygdebøker and the growing collec-

tion at the Emerson History & Genealogy Center.  Adults. 

Registration required. 
 

Wednesday, June 11, 6:00 p.m., Lewis and Clark Branch 

Beginning African American Genealogy 

Learn the basics of genealogical research and discover what 

resources are available for families of African American herit-

age. In celebration of Juneteenth. Adults. Registration re-

quired. 
 

Thursday, June 12, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., Grantôs View Branch 

Mobile Memory Lab 

A traveling version of the Emerson History & Genealogy Cen-

ter's Scanning & Digitizing Studio will be available at the 

Grant's View Branch. Digitize your photos, slides, negatives, 

VHS tapes, Hi-8 tapes, and 8mm film. Bring a 32 GB or larger 

flash drive. Adults. Appointments required, subject to availabil-

ity, and can be made at https://waitwhile.com/locations/

mobilememorylab/welcome. Walk-in availability cannot be 

guaranteed. 

H&G 
Classes & 
Programs 

 

Monday, June 16, 6:30 p.m., Clark Family Branch or Virtual 

Hybrid Program: Exploring Ancestry Library Edition 

The Ancestry Library Edition database is a powerful tool for 

genealogical research. Find out how to search it and take ad-

vantage of its many records. Adults. Registration required. 
 

Thursday, July 10, 6:00 p.m., Clark Family Branch 

Dressing History: Womenôs Fashion from the PastïThe 

1830s 

Explore historical clothing and fashion from the 1830s. This 

program will be part presentation, part dressing demonstra-

tion. Adults. Registration required. 
 

Monday, July 14,   6:30 p.m., Virtual 

Virtual Program: The Scenic Route: Cluster & Collateral 

Research  

Exhaustive genealogy research requires the thorough exami-

nation of ancestors living, working, and socializing within 

groups. Learn how to explore the family unit within the context 

of their community (cluster) and their collateral lines. 

Adults. Registration required. 
 

Wednesday, July 16, 6:30 p.m., Clark Family Branch or Virtual 

Hybrid Program: AI for Genealogy 

Explore how artificial intelligence tools can enhance your fami-

ly history research, from analyzing historical records to organ-

izing complex data. Discover how emerging technologies can 

assist in uncovering ancestral connections and bringing your 

genealogy projects to life. Adults. Registration required. 
 

Tuesday, July 29, 6:30 p.m., Clark Family or Virtual  

Hybrid Program: Introduction to Eastern European Gene-

alogy 

Explore the resources available at the St. Louis County Li-

brary's Emerson History & Genealogy Center to help you 

trace your Eastern European ancestors, including Czech, 

Hungarian, Greek, Russian, Croatian, Polish, and more, from 

St. Louis back to the "old country." Adults. Registration re-

quired. 

 

See slcl.org/events-classes for all SLCL offerings. 

https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-bygdeboker-norwegian-rural-books
https://www.slcl.org/events/beginning-african-american-genealogy
https://waitwhile.com/locations/mobilememorylab/welcome
https://waitwhile.com/locations/mobilememorylab/welcome
https://www.slcl.org/events/hybrid-program-exploring-ancestry-library-edition
https://www.slcl.org/events/dressing-history-womens-fashion-past-1830s
https://www.slcl.org/events/virtual-program-scenic-route-cluster-collateral-research
https://www.slcl.org/events/hybrid-program-ai-genealogy
https://slcl.events.mylibrary.digital/event?id=162777
https://www.slcl.org/events-classes
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WHAT IS A BARK?  

History & Genealogy Services 
 

Print collection 

More than 25,000 books in the collection can be checked out. 

The entire collection is included in the libraryôs online catalog. 

Books with call numbers that do not begin with ñRò are 

available to check out. Patrons can request books online. Ref-

erence materials may be used in person during library hours.  

 
Database access 

Many library databases can be used at home by St. Louis 

County Library cardholders living in the metropolitan area. 

Some databases are restricted to branch or H&G department 

access only. H&G also maintains the SLCL Digital Archives. 

 
Research guidance 

H&G staff members can provide research assistance by 

phone and in person. Contact information can be found in the 

lower right corner of this page.  

 
Lookup service 

H&G can provide photocopies, prints, or digital scans of many 

library materials from indexed sources or when given a       

specific citation. Requests can be made through the online 

lookup request form. 

 
Book a Genealogist 

Researchers encountering brick walls, or who would like 

assistance in developing a plan to achieve specific research 

goals, can schedule a consultation with an H&G staff 

member. Requests can be made using the online Book a 

Genealogist form. 

 
Memory Lab 

H&G has personal recording and scanning & digitization stu-

dios for preserving family history. Reservations are required. 

Oral History and Scanning Kits may also be checked out for 

home use.  

 
Classes & programs 

H&G offers a variety of in-person and virtual events for new 

and experienced genealogists. All events are free and a li-

brary card is not required.  

 

PastPorts is published by the History & Genealogy Depart-

ment at the St. Louis County Library. Subscribe to PastPorts 

or view current and past issues.  

 

Contact us: 

Emerson History & Genealogy Center 

St. Louis County Library  

1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63131 

314-994-3300 

genealogy@slcl.org  

www.slcl.org/genealogy 

Mon-Thurs 9 am-8 pm, Fri-Sat 9 am-5 pm, Sun 1-5 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Did your immigrant ancestor come on a ñbark?ò  

A barque, barc, or bark is a type of sailing vessel with three or 

more masts. It was also sometimes used as a generic term 

for a small ship.  
 

A later immigrant ancestor may have come on a ship with the 

letters ñSSò in front of the name, which stood for ñsteamship.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://slouc.na2.iiivega.com/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/resources-a-to-z?field_summary_value=&field_resource_categories_target_id=126&field_audience_target_id=All
https://slcl.recollectcms.com/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/memory-lab
https://slcl.myturn.com/library/inventory/browse?location=3331&hide_unavailable_reservation=true
https://www.slcl.org/events-classes?field_event_type_target_id=46&field_start_date_value_1_op=%3D&field_start_date_value_1%5Bvalue%5D=&field_start_date_value_1%5Bmin%5D=&field_start_date_value_1%5Bmax%5D=&combine=
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
http://www.slcl.org/genealogy


 

Jewish SIG: The Newest Resources from the Southern 

Jewish Family Research Center at the Museum of the 

Southern Jewish Experience  

Sunday, June 1, 1:00 p.m., Virtual 

Located in New Orleans, the museumôs new center serves as 

a valuable hands-on resource for family historians dedicated 

to exploring and safeguarding southern Jewish history. Our 

speaker will delve into some of the unique family narratives 

housed in the center and provide insights on how genealogists 

can access the archives. Featured Speaker: Lizzi Meister. 

 

Monthly Meeting: Special Places in St. Louis  

Saturday, June 14, 10:00 a.m., Clark Family branch or Virtual 

St. Louis is a special place for a variety of reasons, including 

its mixture of monuments, churches, streets, and locations. 

They all have a unique character and historical importance in 

the history of the city. Come learn about these one-of-a-kind 

St. Louis places! Featured speaker: Chris Naffziger. 

 

German SIG: Status Designation in German Church Rec-

ords: A Mirror of Local Society  

Saturday, June 21, 1:00 p.m., StLGS Office & Virtual 

German church records contain detailed information about 

individualsô social statuses, such as citizen, inhabitant, neigh-

bor, and more. But what exactly do these terms mean, and 

why was status so significant? Letôs explore the importance of 

these designations and their implications for understanding 

historical context. Featured Speaker: Ute Brandenburg. 

 

Monthly Meeting: Refreshing Your Family History Re-

search  

Saturday, July 12, 10:00 a.m., Clark Family Branch & Virtual 

Are you just starting family history? Or are you confused, dis-

organized, or frustrated? We now use more online records, 

but is there a best-use method? How do we find additional 

records? Letôs refocus on the basics and adapt to our ever-

changing circumstances. Featured speaker: Carol Whitton. 

 

 

{ǘ[D{ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 

 

Are you a fan of historical movies and documentaries? Did 

you know that you can watch them for free with your library 

card? Here are just some examples that can be checked out 

through Hoopla (slcl.org/resources/hoopla). 
 

 

Oppenheimer 

The Pianist 

Warhorse: The Real Story 

Harriot Tubman: Visions of Freedom 

Becoming Helen Keller 

1278: The Battle for Europe 

War and Peace 

American Experience: Mount Rushmore 

Dachau Liberation 

Over Ireland 

One Woman, One Vote 

The Codebreaker 

A Midwifeôs Tale 

The Diary of Anne Frank 

Life in Victorian Britain 

Ken Burns: The Central Park Five 

And many more! 

HOOPLA HISTORY 

 

Irish SIG: Using Irish Naming Convention to Discover the 

Family of Thomas Delaney in Mid-19th Century Ireland  

Saturday, July 26, 1:00 p.m., StLGS Office & Virtual 

Irish naming convention can be used as a powerful tool to 

analyze and predict family names and aid in the search for 

family units in Irish records in the mid-to-late 1800s. Our 

speaker will use a case study from her family to illustrate how 

this can be done. Featured Speaker: Susan McKee. 

 

See stlgs.org/events/stlgs-events for more information and to 

register for virtual access.  
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If you are looking for genealogy events, try Conference Keep-

er! This website, run by the National Genealogic Society, of-

fers details and registration information on upcoming genealo-

gy classes, seminars, and conferences (both in person and 

virtual) from all over the country. Find your next genealogy 

event at conferencekeeper.org. 

JUNETEENTH EXHIBIT CONFERENCE KEEPER 

SPOTLIGHT ON  
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FAMILY HISTORIES 

 
Did you know that the Emerson History & Genealogy Center has around 20,000 family history books? Family histories usually 

contain generations of a family arranged by number, but you may also find pictures, documents, and more. Just because a family 

history is published doesnôt mean it is correct (much like online family trees), so always look for source citations! Most surnames 

are in the book title, so you can easily use the St. Louis County Libraryôs online card catalog at slcl.org to find out if we have one of 

your family lines. Search for the surname followed by ñfamilyò or ñgenealogy.ò 

 

  

 

Tuskegee Airmen: Americaôs Freedom Flyers 

Soldiers Memorial Military Museum, 6/19-11/2/2025 
 

This new traveling exhibit at Soldiers Memorial allows you to 

explore the history of the first Black Army Air Corps pilots. 

Learn the story of Tuskegee Airmen who fought for the right to 

defend their country with over 100 panels and artifacts.  
 

Learn more at mohistory.org/memorial. 

https://conferencekeeper.org/
https://www.slcl.org/
https://mohistory.org/memorial


LIBRARY CLOSURES 

 

Brent Trout, Department Manager, Emerson History & Gene-

alogy Center, has been named to the Library Journal list of 

ñMovers & Shakers 2025.ò He was chosen for his incredible 

contributions to the department since his tenure began in 

April, 2022. Brent has led the department in expanding gene-

alogy services throughout the system, adding new, diverse 

programs for ethnic genealogy, establishing partnerships with 

various organizations in St. Louis and the United States at 

large, and creating a digital repository for a variety of genea-

logical and related materials. Congratulations, Brent! 

 

Read the entire article at libraryjournal.com/story/brent-trout-

movers-shakers-2025-innovators. 

 

All branches of the St. Louis County Library will be closed on 

Thursday, June 19 for Juneteenth and Friday, July 4 for Inde-

pendence Day. 

 

OF NOTE 
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Are you looking for a summer activity for the younger mem-

bers of your family tree? Visit the Clark Family Branch, come 

up to the Emerson History & Genealogy Center, and experi-

ence the FamilySearch Activities screens! The interactive 

touchscreens offer a wide range of fun activities such as: 

comparing the cost of items today and in the past, learning 

information about your last name and its origins, exploring top 

news stories from your birth year, and much more! You can 

also ñpictureò your heritage by using our cameras to put your 

face in your ancestorôs national dress or other historical pho-

tos. FamilySearch Activities are perfect for all ages and a 

great way to get children interested in history. These activities 

can also be accessed from home by heading to Fami-

lySearch.org, logging in, and clicking on the Activities tab. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FS SCREENS 

https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/brent-trout-movers-shakers-2025-innovators
https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/brent-trout-movers-shakers-2025-innovators
https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/
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