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Unlocking Family Mysteries with
Genetic Genealogy

In recent years, family history research has entered a brand
new era. For decades, genealogists have relied mainly on
records—church registers, courthouse ledgers, censuses,
deeds, obituaries, oral histories, etc. These sources are
more valuable than ever, and the rise of genetic genealo-
gy—the use of DNA testing to explore family connections—
has enhanced and reshaped the way we can uncover and
understand our roots.

This article will introduce you to what genetic genealogy is, how it works, and how you can start using DNA testing
as a tool in your family history journey. Even if you’re just beginning to explore your ancestry, genetic genealogy
can open up fascinating new possibilities.

What is Genetic Genealogy?
Genetic genealogy combines two fields:

1. Genetics — the study of DNA and heredity, the biological blueprint inside each of our cells.

2. Genealogy — the study of family history and descent, using documents and oral history to trace our ances-
tors.

When you take a DNA test, you receive a report that not only suggests where your ancestors may have lived but
also identifies people in the company’s database who share DNA with you. These “DNA matches” may be close

relatives you know, or distant cousins you’ve never heard of. By comparing family trees with your DNA matches,
you can often confirm or expand your genealogy research.

The Three Main Types of DNA Testing for Genealogy

There are three main types of consumer DNA tests that genealogists use. Each type looks at different parts of your
genetic code and serves different purposes:
1. Autosomal DNA (atDNA)

e What it is: Autosomal DNA comes from the 22 pairs of chromo-
somes you inherit equally from both parents.
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* What it’s useful for: Tracing relatives across both maternal and pa-
ternal lines, usually back 5 or 6 generations (back to your 3x great
or 4x great grandparents).

* Who offers it: The big testing companies like AncestryDNA, gr%r:fsinuslil:istory & Genealogy Center
23andMe, MyHeritage, and FamilyTreeDNA. genealogy@slcl.org

www.slcl.org/genealogy

NEWS AND TIPS | EMERSON HISTORY & GENEALOGY CENTER


https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/pastports
http://www.slcl.org/genealogy
mailto:genealogy@slcl.org

Past PAGE 2

* Best for beginners: Because it tests both sides of your family tree and finds matches with all kinds of
relatives.

2. Y-DNA

* What it is: DNA found on the Y chromosome, passed only from father to son.

* What it’s useful for: Tracing your direct paternal line (your father, his father, and so on). Useful for studying
surname projects or breaking through “brick walls” in male lines.

* Who offers it: FamilyTreeDNA.

3. Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA)

* What it is: DNA found in the mitochondria, passed from a mother to all her children (both sons and daugh-
ters). Only daughters pass it on.

* What it’s useful for: Tracing your direct maternal line (your mother, her mother, and so on). Can reach
back thousands of years, but genealogical matches are often more distant than with autosomal DNA.

* Who offers it: FamilyTreeDNA.

Most beginners start with autosomal DNA, since it gives the broadest set of matches and is easiest to connect with
family trees.

What to Expect When You Take a DNA Test

Taking a consumer DNA test is simple. You order a kit from a testing company, provide a saliva or cheek-swab
sample, and mail it back. After several weeks, you'll receive online results.

These results typically include:

1. Ethnicity Estimates

» The company will compare your DNA with reference populations to suggest regions of the world where your
ancestors may have lived. For example, you might see per-
centages like “40% lIrish, 25% German, 20% Nigerian, 15%
Congolese.” (Fig. 1) DNA Story for Thomas

* These percentages are estimates, not exact measurements. <$lancestryDNA
They can be a fun way to see your broader ancestral back-
ground, but they are less precise than documentary research.

2. DNA Matches Ethnicity Regions
This is wh ti | trulv shi You'll be ai Africa Southeastern Bantu 50%
.|s is w grg genetic genealogy r.u y shines. o.u e given @ Benin/Togo 0%
a list of individuals who share portions of DNA with you. The N
. . @ Nigeria 12%
closer the relationship, the more DNA you share. ¥ Camisroon|Congo -

» Amounts of DNA shared between two people are measured ® Mali
in a unit called centiMorgans—abbreviated “cMs”. NOTE:

5%

Ural Volga <1%
23andMe displays shared DNA in percentages, not cMs, but
you can roughly translate a percentage into cMs by multi- Migrations
plying the percentage by 68. (For example, two people who @ South Carolina African Americans
share 2.0% DNA in 23andMe share roughly 136 cMs.) Figure 1: Ancestry DNA ethnicity pie chart.

» By reaching out to your DNA matches, comparing family trees
with them, and analyzing the amount of cMs shared, you can discover relatives you didn’t know about and
figure out how you fit into each other’s trees.
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3. Genetic Tools

” o«

* Some companies offer tools like “chromosome browsers,” “shared match lists,” and “family tree integration.”
These help you see exactly which relatives share DNA with one another and how they might connect.

Practical Uses of Genetic Genealogy

So, how can genetic genealogy actually help in your research? Here are a few examples:

1.

Confirming traditional research — Let’s say you've traced your great-great-grandmother through census
and marriage records. By comparing your DNA matches, you can often confirm that others, whom traditional
genealogical documents indicate are descended from her, also share DNA with you.

. Breaking down genealogical brick walls — Many genealogists hit a point where the paper trail runs dry.

DNA testing can provide new leads by connecting you with relatives you did not previously know about.

. Tracing ancient roots — With Y-DNA and mtDNA tests, you can trace your deep paternal or maternal line

origins—sometimes learning about ancient migrations of your ancestors from thousands of years ago.

. Adoption and unknown parentage research — DNA testing has been revolutionary for adoptees and

others with unknown parentage. By carefully analyzing matches, many people have been able to identify
biological parents or close relatives.

. Solving cold cases and violent crimes — After you have tested with a major DNA company (like

Ancestry, 23andMe, MyHeritage, or FamilyTreeDNA), you can upload your data to a free website called
GEDmatch.com and opt in to law enforcement sharing if you would like your DNA to help investigators solve
cold cases in which someone in your extended family may have been either a victim or a perpetrator.

Ethical Considerations

DNA testing isn’t just a scientific or genealogical tool—it also raises important ethical questions. Before you test,
consider:

* Unexpected results — You may discover misattributed parentage, unknown siblings, or family secrets. Be
prepared for surprises.

* Privacy — While genealogical DNA tests tend to focus on markers in the non-coding regions of your DNA
(parts of DNA that have nothing to do with health or diseases), it is always good practice to carefully con-
sider what rights you give a company when you submit your sample. Most companies allow you to opt in or
out of data sharing.

* Consent — If you want to test family members, make sure they understand and agree to what they are
doing.

Libraries and genealogy societies often encourage open discussions about these issues, so that people can make
informed choices.

How SLCL'’s History & Genealogy Department Can Help

The Emerson History & Genealogy Center at St. Louis County Library is uniquely positioned to support community
members exploring DNA testing. Here’s how:

1. Educational Programs

» Our free classes, webinars, and interactive programs on genetic genealogy (some of which have been
recorded and are available on our website and library YouTube channel) can help you understand what
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genetic genealogy is and how it can help your research.
« Articles in our PastPorts newsletter have offered, and will continue to offer, explanations of the latest genet-
ic genealogy techniques, as well as updates on the latest developments in the genetic genealogy field.

2. Reference Materials

» Our History & Genealogy collection includes numerous guide books and journal/magazine articles on how
to use DNAin your genealogy research.

» Our History & Genealogy Help Desk offers free packets of genetic genealogy information (which include
vocabulary banks of key terms, bibliography lists of genetic genealogy books, comparison charts of the
major testing companies, and color coded charts for understanding cM amounts (Fig. 3)).

3. Research Assistance

* You are always welcome to email, call, or walk in to the Emerson History & Genealogy Center to ask basic
questions about how DNA testing works, how DNA can be used in conjunction with traditional genealogy,
and what resources are available.

» For more in-depth genetic genealogy questions, we offer free Book-A-Genealogist sessions. In these
pre-scheduled sessions, a genetic genealogist will sit down with you one-on-one to help you understand
your DNA results, and/or help you synthesize your DNA data with your traditional genealogy research. Fill
out our Book-A-Genealogist form on our website to schedule one of these sessions.

4. DNA Testing Kit Drawings

» A couple of times per year, the History & Genealogy Department runs a lottery-style drawing, wherein 30
lucky entrants win the opportunity to go through our Genealogy University program. Those who successfully
complete the program earn a free MyHeritage DNA Kkit.

Getting Started with Genetic Genealogy

iEList § Map

Filterby:  ® Unviewed @ Common ancestors Messaged Motes = Treesv  Shared DNA v

If you’re curious about exploring DNA as part of your family history re-

1st Cousin

search, here are some steps to begin: P o 1et:2nd Cousn EUntinkedTree
Shared DNA: 954 cM across 36 segments
1. Start with yourself — Order an autosomal DNA test from a ma- o coun
jor company. AncestryDNA is the largest database, which can be Q@ RN
helpful if you want the greatest number of matches. 9 v 15204 Cousin
Shared DNA: 572 cM across 25 segments.

2. Test your oldest relatives — If you have parents, grandparents,
uncles, or aunts still living, consider getting them to test as well.
They are situated in higher generations in the family tree, so their g o e
DNA will be more similar to that of more distant ancestors.

g vy 1st-2nd Cousin I No Trees
Shared DNA; 499 cM across 22 segments.

@ M.M. 1st-2nd Cousin 3 No Trees
Managed by Shared DNA: 350 cM across 21 segments.

3. Review DNA matches — Once results come in, look at the top
matches and see if you can recognize family connections (Fig. 2).
Consider organizing your matches into a Leeds Chart to help you
understand which branch of your family each match is connected
to you through.

Figure 2: Ancestry DNA match list.

» See https://www.yourdnaguide.com/leeds-method for a guide to making a Leeds Chart.

4. Build or Upload a Family Tree — Linking your DNA results to a digital family tree (on Ancestry or MyHeri-
tage) helps the testing company suggest potential connections.

* If uploading your DNA data to GEDmatch.com, you can also upload your family tree in the form of a
GEDCOM file to that site. (See page 11 for explanation of GEDCOM files.)
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5. Collaborate - Reach out politely to your DNA matches. Many people are open to sharing information and
working together to solve genealogical puzzles.

6. Keep Learning - Genetic genealogy is a fast-growing field. Attend classes, join online Facebook groups,
and continue reading about new tools and methods.

Conclusion

Genetic genealogy is not a replacement for traditional records-based research. Instead, it is a powerful compan-
ion tool that can confirm, expand, and sometimes rewrite the stories we tell about our families. By understanding
how DNA testing works and how to use it responsibly, you can add a whole new dimension to your family history
journey.

Whether you are trying to break down a stubborn genealogical brick wall, connect with new cousins, or simply
satisfy curiosity about your ancestral background, genetic genealogy offers opportunities that genealogists of past
decades could only dream about.

Helpful Resources

* Books:

» The DNA Guide for Adoptees: How to Use Genealogy and Genetics to Uncover Your Roots, Connect with
Your Biological Family, and Better Understand Your Medical History by Brianne Kirkpatrick and Shannon
Combs-Bennett.

» The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy by Blaine T. Bettinger

» Genetic Genealogy in Practice by Blaine T. Bettinger and Debbie Parker Wayne

* NPE™: A Story Guide for Unexpected DNA Discoveries by Leeanne R. Hay.

* Research Like a Pro with DNA by Diana Elder, Nicole E. Dyer, and Robin Wirthlin

* Your DNA Guide: The Book by Diahan Southard.

* Websites:

» DNA Detectives Facebook group (free help with solving genetic parentage mysteries) — https://facebook.
com/groups/DNADetectives/

» DNA Painter (tools for analyzing DNA matches) — https://dnapainter.com

* GEDmatch (tools for analyzing DNA data) — https://www.gedmatch.com

* International Society of Genetic Genealogy (ISOGG) Wiki — https://isogg.org/wiki/

. .
[he Shared cM Project — Version 4.0 (March 2020)
Blaine T. Bettinger .
www.TheGeneticGenealogist.com How to read this chart: G'C(‘;’"G‘('l’”"c“fa" o G?%G'l
CC 4.0 Attribution License __Relationship randparen T
Aunt/Unele 1™ Average
1741 <« | — .
1201 - 22824 |—— Range (min-max) Great-Great-Grandparent Amﬁ%tde
Half GG- Great-Great
Aunt/Uncle Great-Grandparent Aunt/Uncle 1C3R 2¢3R Oth
s s o w o ther
103 - 28 485 — 1486 186 - 713 25— 238 0-154 Relationships
Half Great- Great
Half 1C2R Pt it Grandparent Aunt/Uncle 1C2R 2c2R 3C2R 6C
125 431 1754 850 221 71 36 18
16 — 269 184 - 668 984 — 2462 330 — 146" 33-471 0-244 0 - 166 o-71
Half2eiR || Half1CIR || 4 o Parent Aunt/Uncle 1CIR 2e1R 3CIR 4CIR 6CIR
66 224 871 3485 1741 433 122 48 28 15
0-190 62 — 469 492 — 1315 2376 - 3720 1201 - 2282 102 - 980 14 - 353 0-192 0-126 0-56
Half 3¢ Half 2¢ Half 1C Half-Sibling Sibling 1C 2¢ 3c 4c 5¢ 6C2R
48 120 449 1759 2613 SELF 866 229 73 35 25 13
0-168 10 — 325 156 - 979 1160 — 2436 1613 — 3488 396 — 1397 41-1592 0-234 0-139 0-117 0-45
Half 3c1R Half 2c1R Half 1CIR Nim’;‘;‘fphew Niece/Nephew Child 1CIR 2e1R 3CIR 4CIR 5CIR 7C
37 66 224 871 1740 3487 433 122 48 28 21 14
0-139 0-190 62 — 469 492 — 1315 1201 - 2282 2376 — 3720 102 - 980 14 - 353 0-192 0-126 o-8o0 0-57
Half3c2R || Half2e2R || Half1C2R LAHEES o Sreat dchild 1C2R 2¢2R 3C2R 4C2R 5C2R 7C1IR
27 48 125 431 850 1754 221 71 36 22 18 12
o-78 0-144 16 — 269 184 668 330 — 1467 984 — 2462 33471 0-244 0-166 0-93 065 0-50
Half 1IC3R ||y, 2FGC Creat:Great: Gty 1C3R 2¢3R 3C3R 4C3R 5C3R sC
Half 3¢c3R Half 2¢3R 60 ) 420 887 17 51 27 19 13 11
0-120 103 — 28 186 — 713 85 — 1486 25238 0-154 0-98 0-60 0-30 0-42
Minimum was automatically set to 0 ¢M for relationships more distant than Half 2C, and averages were determined only for submissions in which DNA was shared
Figure 3. Shared cM Project - Version 4.0.
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Overwhelmed with genealogy records or other
documents? Check out:

File Management

Learn how to organize, backup, copy, move and de-
lete documents and other computer files. Registration
required.

Monday, September 8, 2025
2:00 p.m., Clark Family Brach
6:00 p.m., Thornhill Branch

Register for this or another technology class at sicl.org/
events-classes.

Saturday, September 13, 2025, 1-3 p.m.

Missouri History Museum
When DNA Corrects Genealogical Mistakes

Genealogical research is prone to errors and false
assumptions, which is why conducting exhaustive
research is essential. Yet even with thorough investiga-
tion, inaccuracies can still arise. Collier’s presentation
will highlight the importance of critical thinking, rigorous
fact-gathering, and using clues from DNA research in
conducting slave ancestral research.

DT

Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated each year from
September 15 to October 15. It began as a week-long
celebration in 1968 under President Johnson and was
expanded to a month by President Reagan in 1988. The
celebration provides an opportunity to recognize the
contributions Hispanic/Latino Americans have made in
the United States.

Discover how to research your Hispanic ancestors us-
ing the FamilySearch.org Learning Center. FamilySe-
arch has several free, online classes, including those
about research in:

» Costa Rica

» Mexico

* Cuba

* Puerto Rico

 Chile

» Columbia

* Venezuela

You can also find several general genealogy classes in
Spanish.

See all of the FamilySearch.org classes at familyse-
arch.org/en/wiki/Classes_in_the Learning_Center.

Library Closure

All branches of the St. Louis County Library will be
closed on Monday, September 1, for Labor Day.

Anderson Archival Digitizes Maps for H&G

The History & Genealogy Department is excited to announce the addition of a new collection of digitized historic
maps to the Digital Archives. These maps, carefully preserved and digitized in partnership with Anderson Archi-

val, expand our ability to help researchers explore the geographic

history of St. Louis and beyond.

The new map collection (consisting of 281 different maps) provides
researchers with enhanced access to historic maps from various
eras. Whether you're tracing ancestral migration routes, exploring
changing neighborhood boundaries, or studying the evolution of the
region, these maps offer a unique window into the past. Visit the
SLCL Digital Archives to explore the maps today (slcl.recollectcms.

com/nodes/view/6280), or stop by the Emerson History & Gene-
alogy Center for guidance on how to incorporate these resources
into your research. Anderson Archival’s blog post can be found at

andersonarchival.com/blog/st-louis-county-library/.

1929 pictorial map of St. Louis Hills development
(MAP.2025.022). Digitized by Anderson Archival.
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Classes and Programs

Saturday, September 6, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Clark
Family Branch

Local History Expo

Connect with the history of your family and communi-
ty! Representatives from over 40 St. Louis-area local
historical societies and repositories will be available
to discuss their work in documenting, preserving and
promoting history.

Adults. No registration required.

Tuesday, September 9, 6:30 p.m., Clark Family Branch
or Virtual

Finding Your Croatian and Slovenian Ancestors
Learn how to trace your Croatian and Slovenian an-
cestors from St. Louis back to the “old country.”
Adults. Reqistration required.

Wednesday, September 10, 2:00 p.m., Clark Family
Branch or Virtual

Using Ortsfamilienbiicher to Research German
Ancestors

Ortsfamilienbucher contain genealogical information
about families within a specific town, village, or parish,
sometimes going back to the beginning of written re-
cords. Learn about the Emerson History & Genealogy
Center’s large collection of these books and how to
use them.

Adults. Registration required.

Tuesday, September 16, 6:30 p.m., Clark Family
Branch or Virtual

Finding Your Polish and Lithuanian Ancestors
Learn how to trace your Polish and Lithuanian ances-
tors from St. Louis back to the “old country.”

Adults. Registration required.

Wednesday, September 17, 6:00 p.m., Cliff Cave
Branch

Beginning Genealogy Research

If you have little or no research experience, this is the
class for you. Learn about the genealogical research
process, the many resources available through History
& Genealogy at the St. Louis County Library, and how
to get started.

Adults. Registration required.

Monday, September 22, 6:00 p.m., Jamestown Bluffs
Branch

DIY Family History Gifts

As the family historian, how can you share your find-
ings with the rest of your family? Learn about some
easy DIY projects that make great gifts.

Adults. Registration required.

Wednesday, September 24, 2:00 p.m., Grand Glaize
Branch

Exploring the Memory Lab

Learn about the Emerson History & Genealogy Cen-
ter's Memory Lab, including what items can be digi-
tized, the output formats available, and how to make
an appointment to preserve your own memories. Fin-
ish with a virtual tour of the lab stations.

Adults. Reqistration required.

Thursday, September 25, 10:00 a.m., Weber Road
Branch

German Genealogy Resources

Learn about the many resources for German research
at the Emerson History & Genealogy Center, including
Ortssippenbucher, Marxkors books, St. Louis German
church records, the Archion database and more.
Adults. Registration required.

Monday, September 29, 9:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Grand
Glaize Branch

Mobile Memory Lab

A traveling version of the Emerson History & Genealo-
gy Center’s Scanning & Digitizing Studio will be avail-
able at the Grand Glaize Branch. Digitize your photos,
slides, home videos and more. Bring a 16 GB or larger
flash drive.

Adults. Appointments required, subject to availability,
and can be made at waitwhile.com/locations/mobile-
memorylab/welcome. Walk in availability cannot be
guaranteed.

Monday, September 29, 6:00 p.m., Sachs Branch
Finding Female Ancestors

Learn about researching your female ancestors, who
can sometimes prove elusive due to the limited rights
of married women.

Adults. Registration required.
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Coming in October

Kids Family History Month Take and Make Craft
Exploring Ancestry Library Edition
We Ate It First

Clues in the Sacraments: St.Louis Catholic Church
Records

Beginning African American Genealogy
Birth, Marriage, & Death: St. Louis Vital Records
Extra, Extra!: St. Louis Newspaper Research

Forensic Genetic Genealogy: From Genes to Crime
Scenes

History of St. Louis Movie Theaters

From the Grave: St. Louis Cemeteries

Exploring Al for Genealogy: A
Hands-On Experience

Saturday, September 27, 9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
St. Louis Genealogical Society Office

Curious about how Artificial Intelligence can help you
break through your brick walls or bring your ancestors’
stories to life?

Join STLGS for a hands-on workshop exploring Al tools
for genealogical research. Designed for genealogists

of all levels—especially beginners with ChatGPT—this
workshop blends short presentations, live demos, and
plenty of time for you to try it yourself.

For more information visit stlgs.org/all-day-hands-on-
workshop.
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St. Louis Genealogical Society
SYLCS ounded 1965

What Did They Die From?

Saturday, September 13, 10:00 a.m.

Clark Family Branch or Zoom

Most of us have used death records of one kind or an-
other, but sometimes what we see on them is baffling.
Vague causes of death were labels for what we now
know are serious medical conditions. Join us as we ex-
plore some of the illnesses our ancestors suffered and
how the “cures” may have made bad situations worse!
Featured speaker: llene Murray, StLGS.

St. Louis Freie Gemeinde

Saturday, September 20, 1:00 p.m.

StLGS Office or Zoom

Explore the German Freie Gemeinde, or “freethinkers”,
in St. Louis. Learn their history, beliefs, activities, and
where to find records if you have an ancestor who may
have been a member. Featured speaker: Robin Mc-
Donough, SLCL Emerson History & Genealogy Center.

No registration is required for in-person attendance.
See stlgs.org/events/stlgs-events for more information
and to register for virtual attendance through Zoom.

Jewish Genealogy Research

JewishGen announced last month that its Holocaust
Database now has more than 6 million records avail-
able. The database includes information from a variety
of records, including ghetto census reports, transport
lists, forced labor lists, camp lists, victims lists, survivor
lists, post-war transport lists, displaced persons camp
lists, and more. The information in the database has
been provided by a wide variety of donors as well as
partnerships with organizations, archives, and individ-
ual researchers. Visit jewishgen.org/databases/Holo-
caust/ to start searching.
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An article called “Immigrants in St. Louis: An Overview” appeared in the June 2014 issue of PastPorts. The article
highlighted the various groups of people that have come to the city. We will be reprinting portions as a reminder
of how St. Louis became what it is today. Your ancestors may be among these groups! This month features the
Germans and Swiss, Irish, Poles, and Czechs/Bohemians.

The Germans and Swiss

No discussion of St. Louis is complete without mentioning German-speaking _0_
immigrants, the largest immigrant group and one that completely overwhelmed the

French by the early 1840s. In 1830, the entire population of St. Louis was 6,694.
Sixty years later, in 1890, the German population alone was ten times that number
and located mainly in north-side and south-side neighborhoods. The Germans and
Swiss brought numerous contributions to St. Louis, including breweries, singing
societies, gymnastics clubs, and many other social and religious organizations.
Several newspapers were published by the German-speaking community, includ-
ing Amerika, 1872-1914 (Catholic), Anzeiger des Westens, 1842—1898, Herald
des Glaubens, 1889-1899 (Catholic), and the Westliche Post, 1857—1938.

Thelrish

As early as 1820, nearly 1,500 of St. Louis’ population was of Irish descent. By the time of the 1880 census, it had
grown to 28,536. The two main Irish population centers in St. Louis were traditionally Kerry Patch on the near-north
side and Cheltenham, or Dogtown, on the south side. At one point, there were 29 Irish Catholic churches in the city
of St. Louis. Today, there are several Irish pubs in St. Louis, three St. Patrick’s Day parades, and Irish music and
dance schools, such as St. Louis Irish Arts.

The Poles

The Poles started arriving in large numbers in St. Louis in the late nineteenth century. By the mid-1890s, St. Stan-
islaus Catholic Church (1880) had more than 2,300 parishioners. Later Polish parishes include St. Casimir (1889—
1992), St. Hedwig (1904), Our Lady of Czestochowa (1906—1957), and St. Adalbert (1912—-1993). St. Stanislaus
and the Polish-American Cultural Society of Metropolitan St. Louis produces programs in the areas of Polish art,
language, literature, drama, history, dance, crafts, foods, and observances of significant traditions. By the time of
the 1904 World’s Fair, there were about 16,000 Poles living in St. Louis.

The Czechs/Bohemians

The Czechs began arriving in small numbers following failed European revolutions in Europe in 1848. By 1855,
the new St. John Nepomuk Catholic Church was opened in an area of South St. Louis known as Bohemian Hill,
between Lafayette Square and the Soulard neighborhood. By the end of World War I, there were 12,000 to 15,000
Bohemians living in South St. Louis. In order to serve the growing Czech community, a second Catholic church, St.
Wenceslaus, was opened in 1895. The Czechs, like the Germans, established their own gymnastic clubs, dramatic
and singing societies, and other social and fraternal organizations. St. Louiské Listy, a Czech-language news-
paper, was published from 1902 to 1923. The Hessoun Bohemian Catholic Orphanage, founded by Monsignor
Joseph Hessoun of St. John Nepomuk Church, operated from 1908 to 1954.
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German Genealogy
Oktoberfest is September 20-October 5!
For those of you doing German genealogy, here are a few FREE German genealogy websites:
FamilySearch: Civil and church records (search catalog by location)
Matricula: Catholic church records in Germany

Compgen: Online Ortsfamilienblicher, address books, family tree data-
base, and more

Mevers Gazetteer: Detailed town information

GeoGen: Surname maps

Deutsches Digitale Bibliothek: Digitized newspapers

Google Translate: Enter your text or upload a picture of the text

H&G’s DNA Expert Recommends... | Did you know?
The genealogy of K'ung Ch'’iu, or Confucius (551-479

"L" /- BCE), holds the Guinness World Record as the longest

N A IVII NG & a8 \ ¢ documented Ta.mily tree in history. Tracing b.aCk over

THE h ™ 2,500 years, it includes more than 80 generations and
@ over two million descendants. The extensive lineage is
meticulously maintained by the Confucius Genealogy
Compilation Committee. The latest version, published
in 2009, added about 1.3 million new names, including
Across the United States, more than 50,000 bodies many overseas Chinese descendants. The family tree
remain unidentified—unmourned, unnamed, but not covers 43,000 pages in 80 volumes!
forgotten. Naming the Dead, a riveting new six-part
investigative series from National Geographic, brings
these untold stories to light. The series follows the
groundbreaking work of the DNA Doe Project, a trail-
blazing nonprofit that uses forensic genealogy to help
law enforcement crack the country’s most confound-
ing cold cases. With unprecedented access to active
investigations, Naming the Dead captures the relentless
pursuit of truth by a dedicated team of genealogists,
detectives, coroners, and journalists.

Watch on Hulu and Disney+

The DNA Doe Project was founded in 2017 as a
501(c)3 non-profit corporation with a simple humani-
tarian mission: to identify John and Jane Does using
investigative genetic genealogy.

To learn more, visit dnadoeproject.org/.

R |
'The teaching Confucius. Portrait by
\Wu Daozi, 685-758, Tang Dynasty.
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http://dnadoeproject.org/
http://familysearch.org
https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/
https://www.genealogienetz.de/index_en.html
https://www.meyersgaz.org/
https://legacy.stoepel.net/en
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/
https://translate.google.com/
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GEDCOM Explained

Has a fellow genealogist ever asked you for a GEDCOM file? Don’t know what that is?

Short for GEnealogical Data COMmunication, GEDCOM is a file format standard that is used across a wide variety
of genealogical programs and software. It is a text file that is used to create family trees that can be easily stored
and shared between different programs. FamilySearch developed GEDCOM in order to promote an easy way to
share genealogical data. There are many versions of GEDCOM, but GEDCOM 5.5.5 is generally considered to be
the current standard. Genealogy programs and websites such as FamilyHistorian, RootsMagic, and MyHeritage
are able to both import and export GEDCOM files.

Despite being the go-to data standard for nearly every genealogical program, GEDCOM is not without its limita-
tions. Namely, it cannot store images as it is a text-only file. What it can instead do is contain links to pictures.
While this poses no particular problem to transferring your GEDCOM data from program to program, it can pose
challenges when transferring from one computer to another. In that case, you would need to transfer all of the
relevant photos as well.

HEZD
SOUR FTW
DEST PAF1 DATE 21 Oct 1997

The numbers AN

represent a CHAR ANSEL
hierarchy of FILE C:\MHK\FAMILY\TEST.GED These are the data
the data values assigned to
@I0l@ INDI each tag

NAME Rugust Anhsuser /BUSCH/
SEX M

BIRT

DATE 28 Mar 1899

PLAC 5t Louls, Missouri, USA
FAMS BF1@

e e e O

[ S |

@ICZE@ INDI

NAME Marie Christy /CHURCH/
SEX F

BIRT

DATE 22 Jun 1896

PLAC St Louis, Missouri, USA Note how a GEDCOM
FAMS GF1@ structure can easily be

converted to XML

I N S

BI0O3@ INDI

NAME Lilly Maris /BUSCH/

SEX F

BIRT

DATE 19 Dec 1923

PLAC S5t Louls, Missouri, USA

[ B I S i i ]

BF1E@ FRM
HUSBE @IOL@
WIFE RIOZ@
CHIL @IO3@
MARR
DATE 27 Apr 1918
PLAC St Louls, Missouri, USA
‘ TRLR
f

These are 3or4
character tags.
Their usage is
governed by the
standard.

[ O O B e N e =]
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Print collection

More than 25,000 books in the collection can be checked
out. The entire collection is included in the library’s on-
line catalog. Books with call numbers that do not begin
with “R” are available to check out. Patrons can request
books online. Reference materials may be used in per-
son during library hours.

Database access

Many library databases can be used at home by St. Lou-
is County Library cardholders living in the metropolitan
area. Some databases are restricted to branch or H&G
department access only. H&G also maintains the SLCL
Digital Archives.

Research guidance

H&G staff members can provide research assistance by
phone and in person. Contact information can be found
on the front page.

Lookup service

H&G can provide photocopies, prints, or digital scans
of many library materials from indexed sources or when
given a specific citation. Requests can be made through
the online Lookup Request form.

Book a Genealogist

Researchers encountering brick walls, or who would like
assistance in developing a plan to achieve specific re-
search goals, can schedule a consultation with an H&G
staff member. Requests can be made using the online
Book a Genealogist form.

Memory Lab

H&G has personal recording and scanning & digitization
studios for preserving family history. Reservations are
required. Oral History and Scanning Kits may also be
checked out for home use.

Classes & programs

H&G offers a variety of in-person and virtual events for
new and experienced genealogists. All events are free
and a library card is not required.

PAGE 12

‘3troffz'nj y/:roujff ?Fas/z"z'on
z'.ftory

If you visited the Clark Family Branch on Saturday,
August 16, you might recall seeing some historically
dressed individuals located throughout the building.
History & Genealogy staff and local designers wore
historical costumes from the the 1770s to the 1960s.
Over 80 people came and participated in a scavenger
hunt to find them all!

Something New

You may have noticed that PastPorts has a different
look! That's because we have moved platforms to allow
for an improved editing process. Thank you for your pa-
tience as we work through our new features!
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https://slouc.na2.iiivega.com/
https://slouc.na2.iiivega.com/
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/resources-a-to-z
https://slcl.recollectcms.com
https://slcl.recollectcms.com
https://www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/lookups-other-services/lookup-request
https://www.slcl.org/library-services/one-on-one-assistance/genealogy
https://www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/genealogy/oral-history-kits
https://www.slcl.org/books-emedia-more/library-of-things/genealogy/scanning-kits
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September is International Underground Railroad Month. The month was chosen because two prominent figures
associated with the Undergroud Railroad, Frederick Douglass and Harriet Tubman, escaped from slavery during
this month.

William Still, another important figure, was an African-American abolitionist born in 1819 and based in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania. He was a conductor in the Underground Railroad and was responsible for guiding over 600
enslaved people to freedom. He is often referred to as the “Father of the Underground Railroad.” The library has
several books written by and about him. See the card catalog at slouc.na2.iiivega.com to locate a book or video on
William Still.

WILLII}{]\}/[{.STILL
FREEDOM STORIES '\ \

The Lifesf
WILLIAM STILL,
Father of the
UNDERGROUND
RAILROAD

"

i

WiLtia Sl

RECORDG -

WILLIAM STILL

ANDREW K. DIEMER

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD
D AND THE ANGEL AT PHILADELPHIA

WILLIAM C. KASHATUS

[nderaround
W Cen
O Kathlevi Stevens

i Nprfolk

Small Business & Nonprofit Conference

Are you a family historian or genealogist with a wealth of experience and a
dream of turning your passion into a business? Do you imagine transform-
ing your research skills and historical insights into a successful entrepre-
neurial venture?

The St. Louis County Library’s Small Business and Nonprofit Conference is
your essential first step. Discover how to leverage your expertise, navigate
the business landscape, and build a sustainable enterprise from the ground @ .

up. Join us to unlock the secrets to becoming a successful genealogy entre- 5 .oper WE@@@@

preneur! 8-10 &

For more information, visit slcl.org/events/small-business-and-nonprofit-con-
ference

Wednesday, October 8 and Thursday, October 9 Programs @ Clark Family Branch
Registration requested by visiting slcl.org/events-classes or calling 314-994-3300.

Friday, October 10 Programs @ Virtual
Registration required by visiting slcl.org/events-classes or calling 314-994-3300.
Participants will receive Zoom information via email immediately after registering.
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https://www.slcl.org/events-classes
https://www.slcl.org/events-classes

SEPTEMBER 2025 | PAGE 14

PastPorts

Local

Saturday, September 6
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

Clark Family Branch

Adults. No registration required.

Participating Organizations:

Affton Historical Society

Archer Alexander and the Underground Railroad
Bellefontaine Cemetery and Arboretum
Bridgeton Historical Commission

Campbell House Museum

Carondelet Historical Society

Center for French Colonial Studies

Civil War Roundtable of St Louis

Des Peres Historical Society

Descendants of the St. Louis University Enslaved
Dred Scott Heritage Foundation

Faust County Park

Fenton Historical Society & Museum

Field House Museum

First Missouri State Capitol State Historic Site
Florissant Valley Historical Society

Foundation for the Restoration of Ste. Genevieve
French Colonial America

Germans in St. Louis Research Group

Griot Museum of Black History

Hazelwood Historic Preservation Commission
Historic Florissant, Inc.

Historic Sappington Houses

Hugh J. White Tuskegee Airmen Chapter

Jefferson County Heritage and Historical Society
Jefferson County Library - Northwest Branch History &
Genealogy Room

Kirkwood Historical Society

Missouri Historical Society

Missouri Pacific Historical Society

Missouri State Archives, St. Louis

National Archives and Records Administration
National Museum of Transportation

National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom
Old Jamestown Association History Committee
Recorder of Deeds, City of St. Louis

Richardson Memorial Library and Museum Archives
Route 66 Association of Missouri

SLCL Emerson History & Genealogy Center

St. Charles County Parks - History Division

St. Clair County Genealogical Society

St. Clair County Historical Society

St. Louis African American History & Genealogy Society
St. Louis Chapter NRHS

St. Louis Genealogical Society

St. Louis Kaplan Feldman Holocaust Museum

St. Louis Public Library

St. Louis Regional History Organizations

St. Louis Visitation Archives (Visitation Academy)
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