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Italian Genealogy in St. Louis
Introduction

Italian immigration has left a lasting imprint on St. Louis. It has contributed to
the city’s culture on numerous fronts—art, architecture, music, and perhaps
most famously, cuisine. One of the earliest and most well-known arrivals
from Italy was the priest Joseph Rosati. He arrived in St. Louis in 1817 and
was eventually named bishop of St. Louis in 1827. Founded by the French
as a Catholic city, St. Louis was more welcoming to Catholics than many of
its contemporaries. For those embarking on a genealogy project, Catholic
church records are fundamental to Italian research, but knowing where to
look can be challenging. Census and civil records provide further support,
as well as those for fraternal or community organizations to which your an-
cestors may have belonged.

Early Immigrants

By the mid-19th century, Italians were slowly establishing a foothold in St.
Louis. Most came from the area around Genoa within the Kingdom of Sar-
dinia in the Piedmont. You may even see Sardinia as the place of origin in
lieu of Italy on census records. Numerous factors spurred immigration, but
the ongoing battles over the unification of Italy, known as the Risorgimento,
along with economic pressures, were at its heart. In the 1850 Federal Cen-

ST. BONAYENTURE CHURCH.

Dedication Yesterday.

The Ttailao Cathelics of the city vesterday beheld
the realization of an object long desired by them—
the dedication of a church where worship will here-
atter be solemmized im their own language. The
building was that formerly known as St. Johns
Episcopal charch, Sixth and Spruce streets this
congregation baving removed to a new edifice. The
church will hereatter be koown as St. Bonaventure
chureb. The ceremony of dedication took place in
the mworning. Bishop Kyan officiating, and a large
number of spactstors presept,

At ten a'clock a procession of about two handred
Italisns, wearing roseties and carrying the natioual
and Italian colors, marched up Spruce street an
formed a line in fromt of the church. They wer
headed by Boebm's brasa band, and were nude:

the direction of Mr. C. A. Ghio, the wma
w~bal ot the day. A procession, coasistic
of  about five iundu-d memiers of T
Fatker Matthew Youug Men's Temparance sociat

uleo marched from their ball to the church. 14
wore their usnal handsowe regalia, and displavet:
pumber of barners and wreaths. The members |
the St. Aloysius soa‘ety were also present.

Bishop Ryvaun, attired im his oanonicals and accom-
panied by Right Rev. Joseph Melcher ot Green
Bay, Wis.; Father Mulsiepen, V. G.; Rev. J. M.
Saulvatelli, pastor of the church, and Fathers Dal
ton and Welby, walked in & procession, singiog the
litany of the saints, and blessed the walls. Hizh
mass was theu celevrated. The singiog was by the
choir of the Annunciation church.

Bishop Melcher preached a sormon in [talian from
tbe sixteenth chapter of St. Jobn. His text was:
“You ~hall lament and grieve, bat your sorrow shalt
be tarned iuto joy." In the oourse ol his remacks,
the bishop alluded to tne history of the ohurch,
and narrated some of 1ts trials and triompha. He
«xpressed the belief that it always rose saperior Lo
perseoution and opposition. He also referred to the
spread of Catbolicism in Eugland and the Unitea
States at the present time.

Fatber Delano anveunced thuat high ma=s would
be beld there at T and 3 e'oleck every moroing
He thaoked the societies for their kind attendance.

Fig. 1. The St. Louis Republic, April 22, 1872.

sus, approximately 110 Italian-born individuals are recorded as living in St. Louis. Some were here as members of
religious orders, others as clergy or seminarians. A number of immigrants owned grocery stores or coffee houses,
while some worked as fruit vendors. Many arrived as trained artisans with valued skills that eased integration into
their new home. By 1860, the Italian population had increased to a little over 425 individuals, and by 1880, census
records indicate that there were approximately 1600 residents born in ltaly. The community was undoubtedly larger
than that, with earlier generations having married and established families. The St. Louis Globe-Democrat from
August 3, 1879, stated that St. Bonaventure Church, the only Italian church at the time, had 5000 members in its

congregation.

While extremely useful, there is a caveat to searching the census records
for this time. Census takers appeared flummoxed by the spelling of Ital-

ian names, and they’re often unrecognizable. The immigrants frequently
adopted English first names as well, adding to the confusion. One potential
strategy would be to search by the immigrant’s birth year and country of
origin. If you’re aware of a first name that the immigrant adopted, that could
further winnow down your search. The population was relatively small, and
it shouldn’t produce an overwhelming number of results.
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First Italian Church

With this expansive growth, it became clear that an
Italian church was needed to serve the community.
Prior to the establishment of St. Bonaventure (Fig. 1),
many attended St. Mary of Victories, a predominantly
German parish. The Basilica of St. Louis,
commonly known as the Old Cathedral,
and St. Francis Xavier were two other
parishes where ltalians composed part of
the congregation. According to the Seven-
ty-Fifth Anniversary of the Societa Unione
e Fratellanza Italiana Historical Review,
“All of these [Italians] lived within a stone’s
throw of one another, from the levee to
Twelfth Street, from Franklin Avenue to
Spruce Street.” A former priest of St. Mary
of Victories, Henry Muehlsiepen, became
Vicar-General, and in this capacity, he
petitioned Rome for the establishment

of an ltalian church. With his support, St.

Fig. 2. Fr. Cesare Spigardi.
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Changes in Immigration

With the new century approaching, levels of Italian
immigration were increasing. The demographics were
evolving as well. St. Louis began to see a large influx
of migrants from the Lombardy region in Northern
Italy. They labored in clay mines further
out from the city center in an area called
Cheltenham. Today, it's more commonly
known as the Hill and Dogtown. Joining
them, both on the Hill and in the city cen-
ter, were ltalians arriving from Southern
Italy and Sicily, areas that had declined
economically since the Risorgimento. The
growing population led to more pressure
and support for ethnically Italian churches.

Father Spigardi Arrives

If you have Italian ancestors who lived at
the turn of the century in St. Louis, they
likely encountered a priest named Cesare

Bonaventure was dedicated on April 21,
1872, at Sixth and Spruce Streets. The road ahead
was not smooth, however. There was dissension
between some members of the congregation and the
first priest, Giovanni Battista Salvatelli. Father Sal-
vatelli also had disputes with the local church hierar-
chy and departed the church in 1877. Though he was
replaced, the church’s problems were further com-
pounded by financial difficulties. In 1883, the church
was sold at a trustee’s sale on April 11.

Records for St. Bonaventure are available on two
films from FamilySearch, FHL 1887853 and 1870930.
FHL film 1887853, Item 9, is described as having both
baptisms and marriages from 1871-1877, but in fact,
has only marriages. The baptisms for this period are
missing. FHL film 1870930 has the remainder of the
records, including baptisms, from 1877—1883.

For the next seventeen years, there was no church
exclusively serving ltalians. As well as those previous-
ly mentioned, St. Augustine, St. Patrick, and St. John
the Apostle and Evangelist are additional parishes
worth investigating during this gap.

Spigardi (Fig. 2). For most St. Louis Italians,
he became not only their spiritual leader but also a
leader in secular matters as well.

His Background

Father Spigardi was born in Mantua, Italy, and stud-
ied for the priesthood in Cremona, where he was
ordained in 1894. After his ordination, he trained in
Piacenza at the Order of Missionaries of St. Charles
Borromeo. The order was founded by Bishop Giovan-
ni Battista Scalabrini to minister to Italian emigrants
as they left Italy and to serve them abroad. There was
great concern for the living conditions of the immi-
grants and their spiritual life. Reports were making
their way back that the new immigrants didn’t feel
comfortable worshipping in churches in which they
didn’t fully understand the language and customs and
were falling away from the church. To that end, priests
in the order were trained to serve these populations,
and Father Cesare Spigardi was sent to the United
States in 1895. He first conducted missions in several
Eastern cities such as Boston, New York, Buffalo, and
New Haven before being sent to Kansas City, Missou-
ri, in 1898. There, he was pastor of Holy Rosary.
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Amongst his many challenges was giving sermons

in both Italian and English. The first generation of
immigrants preferred their sermons in Italian, but their
children, born in this country, better understood En-
glish. Though he was a native ltalian, as a Northerner
from the Lombardy region, he sometimes encountered
difficulties comprehending his Southern Italian parish-
ioners due to the various dialects they spoke. Another
major obstacle was obtaining support for the church
from his poorer parishioners. In Italy, the church was
endowed with money and lands from its long existence
there, but in the U.S., the church had to raise money
to cover its expenses, which was a hurdle for Father
Spigardi to overcome. In time, he became very adept
at fundraising.

Arrival in St. Louis

After spending two years at Holy Rosary in Kansas
City, Father Spigardi came to St. Louis. Upon his
arrival, he was invited by Father Timothy Dempsey of
the Irish church St. Patrick to conduct missions for the
many ltalians in the congregation. Identifying the in-
tense need, he set about finding a home for the Italian

PAGE 3

growing group of Northern Italian immigrants belonged
to the congregation. There, seeds were planted to es-
tablish another church, St. Ambrose. Originally, it was
built as a single-story frame church at 2103 Cooper
Street at a cost of $4,900. The dedication was held on
August 2, 1903, and Father Spigardi had yet another
church under his supervision. In 1921, a fire destroyed
the original church, and the present structure at 5130
Wilson was built. It should also be noted that in addi-
tion to St. Aloysius Gonzaga, St. James the Greater
also had many ltalian parishioners prior to the opening
of St. Ambrose.

Father Spigardi was not only engaged in ecclesiastical
duties. He was involved in many aspects of the con-
gregations he served. He often functioned as a liaison
between the local government and the Italian commu-
nity, helping to smooth out misunderstandings. Once,
he was called upon to arbitrate in a dispute that had
erupted between the Northern Italians and Southern
Italians over children working as fruit sellers. In 1927,
he joined forces with the now Monsignor Timothy
Dempsey to mediate between rival gangs in the city.
They also worked together to combat

congregants. The first church he found-
ed was Our Lady Help of Christians at
19th and Morgan in 1900. The building
was the former home of the First Unit-
ed Presbyterian Church. Within a few
years, the parish moved to 1010 Cole
Street (formerly Wash Street).

Next, Spigardi began fundraising for
another church, and an additional prop-
erty was acquired. This one was further
west at 29th & Locust and had previ-
ously served as the site of St. John’s
Methodist Episcopal. It was dedicated
as St. Charles Borromeo on November
2, 1902 (Fig. 3). The congregation was

poverty and poor living conditions.

One of his last projects was the
establishment of an orphanage for
Italian children called St. Domenico’s
Italian Orphan Home in University

City in 1930. It was made possible by
generous donations from parishioners
Maria Signaigo and Rose Cafferata.
The orphanage was in existence and
administered by the Sisters of the Most
Precious Blood until 1960.

Where are the records?

For genealogists, knowing the individu-

composed mostly of Neapolitan and

als with whom your ancestor may have

by Paul Hohmann from Vanishing St. | interacted frequently helps to paint a

Sicilian congregants. Louis.

fuller picture of their everyday life. In this

Around this same period, another priest,

Father Frederick George Holweck, invited Father
Spigardi to conduct services at St. Aloysius Gonza-
ga, located at 5608 N. Magnolia Avenue on the Hill.
Though the church was predominantly German, a

case, that person is also creating invalu-
able records for genealogical research. Father Spigar-
di was at the center of the Italian community and gen-
erated records at multiple locations. For parishioners
who were attending the churches where he conducted
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his early missions, St. Patrick and St. Aloysius Gon-
zaga, the records may be
viewed on FamilySearch.

The records for Our Lady
Help of Christians (Fig. 4) are
entered in the same volume
as St. Charles Borromeo until
1931, after which they’re in a
register specific to the parish.
The combined registers of
St. Charles Borromeo and
Our Lady Help of Christians
are available on FamilySe-
arch and are duplicates of
originals created by Spigardi.

Fig. 4. Our Lady Help of
Christians, 1973.

Notes on the title page indi-

cate this. The notes also state that the original Volume
1 was titled Auxilium Christianorum (Help of Chris-
tians), but Volume 2 of the original books is titled St.
Charles Borromeo. It's important to note that he was
recording sacraments for both churches within the
same volume without indicating in which church the
act occurred.

St. Ambrose was originally a mission church of St.
Charles Borromeo until 1907, when it was designat-
ed as a parish. It's assumed that the records created
during the mission period of 1903-1907 are recorded
in St. Charles Borromeo’s books as well.

In Conclusion

Although he was frequently referred to as Father
Spigardi, he was, in fact, elevated to Monsignor by
Pope Leo XIll. His followers, though, continued to
affectionately call him Father Spigardi due to the
esteemed regard in which he was held. His unifying
presence helped to knit together the diverse groups
that formed the Italian community in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. It can only be speculated as to
whether or not another individual would have been as
dynamic and successful as he was.

The Records

The following church records are available at Family-
Search.org:
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Our Lady Help of Christians - film 1870547

St. Aloysius Gonzaga - films 1872399-1872400

St. Augustine - films 1870667—1870668

St. Ambrose - films 1872400-1872401, 1887321

St. Bonaventure - films 1887853, 1870930

St. Charles Borromeo - films 1870930-1870932

St. Francis Xavier - films 1871243-1871246

St. James the Greater - films 1887852—1887853

St. John the Apostle and Evangelist - films 1905992—
1905993, 1906107

St. Mary of Victories - films 1901952—1901954,
1905880

St. Patrick - films 1872016-1872018, 1872400

St. Domenico’s Italian Orphan Home, University City,
Missouri - No records are known to exist for the or-
phanage, but the Archdiocesan Archives of the Arch-
diocese of St. Louis has partial records for 25 families.
You may contact their archives for assistance.

Additional Sources

In addition to the records Spigardi generated, there are
other sources of interest for those researching ltalians
in St. Louis. One is a fraternal organization formed

in 1866 called Societa Unione e Fratellanza Italiana,
commonly known as the Fratellanza Society. It was
formed as a benevolent organization to support the
Italian community and recent immigrants. The library
has several books commemorating its various anniver-
saries. History & Genealogy has indexed the Seven-
ty-Fifth Anniversary of the Societa Unione e Fratellan-
za ltaliana Historical Review (977.866 S678S).

History & Genealogy also owns History of the archdio-
cese of Saint Louis : a condensed history of the Cath-
olic Church in Missouri and Saint Louis : material prog-
ress and general resources and biographical sketches
and portraits of prominent citizens (R 977.866 H673).
It features a history of the diocese and profiles of local
Catholic notables. An index is available for it as well.
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Classes and Programs

October 1-31

Family History Month Take and Make Craft
Clark Family Branch

Celebrate Family History Month by making a family
tree. While supplies last.

Ages 2-5.

Monday, October 6, 6:30 p.m.

Clues in the Sacraments: St. Louis Catholic
Church Records

Virtual Program

Explore how to access and use St. Louis Catholic
Archdiocese parish records to uncover clues about
your ancestors. Part of the Family History Month
Webinar Series.

Adults. Registration required.

Thursday, October 9, 6:00 p.m.

Beginning African American Genealogy

Lewis & Clark Branch

Do you want to research your African American
family but don’t know where to start? This class will
teach you the basics of genealogical research and
introduce you to resources for African American
genealogy that are available through the St. Louis
County Library.

Adults. Registration required.

Tuesday, October 14, 2:00 p.m.

Exploring Ancestry Library Edition

Clark Family Branch or Virtual

The Ancestry Library Edition database is a powerful
tool for genealogical research. Find out how to search
it and take advantage of its many records.

Adults. Registration required.

Wednesday, October 15, 6:30 p.m.

Birth, Marriage & Death: St. Louis Vital Records
Virtual Program

Learn where to find St. Louis vital records for your
genealogy research. Part of the Family History Month
Webinar Series.

Adults. Registration required.

Tuesday, October 21, 6:30 p.m.

Extra, Extra!: St. Louis Newspaper Research
Virtual Program

Discover what St. Louis newspapers are available
and how to use them to learn more about your family
tree. Part of the Family History Month Webinar
Series.

Adults. Registration required.

Wednesday, October 22, 6:00 p.m.

Forensic Genetic Genealogy: From Genes to
Crime Scenes

Oak Bend Branch

Learn about how DNA and genealogy are used in
the area of law enforcement, from solving crimes to
identifying remains.

Adults. Registration required.

Friday, October 24, 2:00 p.m.

History of St. Louis Movie Theaters

Grand Glaize Branch

Explore the history of movie theaters in St. Louis,
from the Fabulous Fox to the rise of drive-ins and
beyond, and learn how you can research your favorite
theater using resources available at the library.
Adults. Registration required.

Monday, October 27, 6:30 p.m.

From the Grave: St. Louis Cemeteries

Virtual Program

Learn about St. Louis cemeteries and how to
research your ancestors’ final resting places. Part of
the Family History Month Webinar Series.

Adults. Reqistration required.

Wednesday, October 29, 6:00 p.m.

Forensic Genetic Genealogy: From Genes to
Crime Scenes

Samuel C. Sachs Branch

Learn about how DNA and genealogy are used in
the area of law enforcement, from solving crimes to
identifying remains.

Adults. Registration required.
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Coming in November

Exploring FamilySearch.org

“I Have a Civil War Ancestor. . .Now What?”

Capture Your Personal History

Oral History - Memories, Methods, and Technologies
Legacy in Print - Crafting Obituaries with Purpose

Stump the Historic Tool Expert

The Qho‘st]\:) Tales o‘f St. Charles

Author Event: Nicki Jacobsmeyer

= ;.\mn\ay

pMericq &

Saturday, October 11, 2 p.m.
Samuel C. Sachs Branch

Join local author Nicki Jacob-
smeyer for spooky stories and
activities inspired by ghostly tales £
from just across the river in St.
Charles. Books will be available
for purchase along with an au-
thor signing.

NICKI JACOBSMEYER

Ages 8 and up. Registration recommended.

Ghost Ships and Haunted Lighthouses

Monday, October 20, 6:45 p.m.
Clark Family Branch

Hear stories of haunted lighthouses and ghost ships in
history. From cargo ships that reached their destination
without any crew to lighthouses where its occupants
vanished with little or no trace.

Adults. Registration required.
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St. Louis Genealogical Society
StLGS founded 1963

Saturday, October 11, 10:00 a.m.

Genealogy Resources at St. Louis Public Library
Clark Family Branch or Virtual

Sponsored by the St. Louis Genealogical Society

Join Preston Petermeier, genealogy librarian at St.
Louis Public Library (SLPL), as he gives an in-depth
overview of the genealogical resources available at the
downtown branch. Some of these records are unique
and cannot be found anywhere else—-making them
incredibly valuable for researchers. In addition, Pres-
ton will also share how to utilize SLPL’'s award-winning
obituary index, which includes more than a million
entries!

Saturday, October 25, 1:00 p.m.

Medieval Irish Genealogical Sources: Bridging the
Gap to the Modern Genealogist

StLGS Office or Virtual

Sponsored by the StLGS Irish SIG

The medieval era (The Middle Ages or Dark Ages) be-
gan around 476 CE and spanned nearly 1,000 years.
We will explore how the medieval Irish established and
documented the ancestry and heraldry we pursue to-
day. Many source records remain accessible, including
textual documents, maps, and landscape information.
Featured Speaker: Thomas J. Finan, Ph.D., profes-
sor of medieval history and archaeology at St. Louis
University.

For more information and to register for virtual atten-
dance see stlgs.org/events/stlgs-events.
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RESEARCHING ST. LOUIS ANCESTORS

OCTOBER 6-27

Adults. Registration required.
Pick up a half sheet flyer for a full schedule of events or visit www.slcl.org/events.

Participants will receive Zoom information via email immediately after registenng.
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ALA 2025 Library Design Showcase

The Clark Family Branch was featured in the American
Library Association’s Library Design Showcase, with

a special shoutout to the Emerson History & Geneal-
ogy Center. Check out the showcase on the American
Libraries website.

New York City Marriages 1950-2017

Do you have family in New York City? Well, good news!
Reclaim the Records has created the first searchable
database of the 4,757,588 marriage licenses filed in
New York City between 1950-2017. It’s free, public, and
open data.

Search the records at nycmarriageindex.com.

Cousin Calculator

Families can be confusing! If you’ve ever been working
on your family tree and wondered how someone is relat-
ed to you, try a cousin calculator! There are several on
the web—here is one from FamilySearch: familysearch.
org/en/blog/cousin-chart

Calculate your relationship to another cousin based on a common ancestor.

The common ancestor is my: The common ancestor is my Your Relationship

Great Grandparent v relative's: You are 1st cousins 1 time

Grandparent v
removed.

PAGE 8

Czechoslovak Conference

Czechoslovak Genealogical Society International will
be hosting their 2025 conference in Kansas City, Kan-
sas, October 28 through November 1. The conference
is a great place to learn, share, and connect with the
genealogy, history, and culture of those from the Czech
and Slovak ancestral lands of Central Europe.

For more information, visit cgsi.org.

CGSI

St. Louis Trivia

Which St. Louis-born actor starred in such horror films
as House of Wax, House on Haunted Hill, and Masque
of the Red Death?

See bottom of page for answer.

Library Closure

All St. Louis County Library locations will be closed for
staff training on Monday, October 13th.

State Historical Society of Missouri’s TWA Skyliner Collection

If you're researching an ancestor who worked for TWA (Trans World Airlines), you may want to take a look at the
digitized TWA Skyliner employee magazine (1929-1989) on the State Historical Society of Missouri’s website.
The TWA Skyliner—published from 1929-2002—reported on the events of the airline and its staff but also the
company’s role in Missouri and the national and international changes within the airline industry. SHSMO’s TWA
Skyliner Magazine collection offers issues from 1929 to 1989. Find it on their Digitized Collections website at

digital.shsmo.org/digital/collection/twa.

_

TWA SKYLINER

80 JUBDUIA Jomsue eIALl
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An article called “Immigrants in St. Louis: An Overview” appeared in the June 2014 issue of PastPorts. The article
highlighted the various groups of people that have come to the city. We will be reprinting portions as a reminder
of how St. Louis became what it is today. Your ancestors may be among these groups! This month features the
Italians, Jews, and Greeks.

The ltalians

By 1848, the Italian population in St. Louis numbered only around fifty, but by .O-
1866, it had grown to more than 600, most from Northern Italy. Between 1890 and
1930, large numbers of Sicilians began arriving in St. Louis. Soon there were three
Italian Catholic parishes in the city: Our Lady Help of Christians (1900-1975), St.
Charles Borromeo (1900-1982) and St. Ambrose (1903), as well as the Fratellan-
za, the Italian Union and Fraternal Society, which was organized in 1866. La Lega
Italiana, an ltalian-language newspaper, was published from 1914 to 1920, and

Il Pensiero (Italian with some articles in English) has been published since 1904.
Although ltalians have worked in all fields, they are now best known in St. Louis
for their restaurants and bakeries, primarily located on the Hill in Southwest St.
Louis City.

The Jews

It is generally believed that Joseph Philipson was the first Jew in St. Louis, arriving in 1807. By 1840, the Jewish
population had risen to around fifty. The first synagogue, B’nai El, was completed in 1855 as the first synagogue
west of the Mississippi River. The Young Men’s Hebrew Association (YMHA), founded locally in 1896, later evolved
into the present-day Jewish Community Center (JCC) with branches in Creve Coeur and Chesterfield. Jewish
Hospital, now Barnes-Jewish Hospital, opened in 1902. Jewish newspapers that have been published in St. Louis
include the Free Press, 1885-1887; Jewish Light, 1947-present, Jewish Tribune, 1878-1884, and Jewish Voice,
1888-1920. Since Philipson’s arrival, Jews from many countries have immigrated to the area, pushing today’s St.
Louis Jewish population to more than 60,000.

The Greeks

By the early 1900s, a “Greek Town” consisting of boarding houses, cafés, and grocery stores developed in the
area where Busch Stadium is now located. Two Greek churches, Holy Trinity and the Church of the Evangelismos,
served the Greek community for a short time until St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church opened in 1917 at Garrison
and St. Louis Avenues. Unfortunately, the church was destroyed in the tornado of 1927. It was rebuilt in the Central
West End on Forest Park Boulevard in 1931. The Church of the Assumption, organized in the late 1940s on Del-
mar Boulevard, was the second Greek congregation in St. Louis, and has since moved to Des Peres Road in Town
and Country. St. Nicholas remains on Forest Park Boulevard, but it has recently added a community center located
on the south outer road of Interstate 40 in Town and Country. Greek festivals with music, food, and dance are held
annually at both churches.
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History & Genealogy
Services

Print collection

More than 25,000 books in the collection can be checked
out. The entire collection is included in the library’s on-
line catalog. Books with call numbers that do not begin
with “R” are available to check out. Patrons can request
books online. Reference materials may be used in per-
son during library hours.

Database access

Many library databases can be used at home by St. Lou-
is County Library cardholders living in the metropolitan
area. Some databases are restricted to branch or H&G
department access only. H&G also maintains the SLCL
Diqital Archives.

Research guidance

H&G staff members can provide research assistance by
phone and in person. Contact information can be found
on the front page.

Lookup service

H&G can provide photocopies, prints, or digital scans
of many library materials from indexed sources or when
given a specific citation. Requests can be made through
the online Lookup Request form.

Book a Genealogist

Researchers encountering brick walls, or who would like
assistance in developing a plan to achieve specific re-
search goals, can schedule a consultation with an H&G
staff member. Requests can be made using the online
Book a Genealogist form.

Memory Lab

H&G has personal recording and scanning & digitization
studios for preserving family history. Reservations are
required. Oral History and Scanning Kits may also be
checked out for home use.

Classes & programs

H&G offers a variety of in-person and virtual events for
new and experienced genealogists. All events are free
and a library card is not required.

Did you know?

Some people love it, some people hate it. . .Candy
Corn! This cone-shaped, tri-colored candy dates back
to the 1880s. Its colors of yellow, orange, and white
represent the colors of both fall and a corn kernel. It
was invented by George Renninger, a Wunderle Can-
dy Company employee (Philadelphia, PA), and first
produced in 1888. Also known as “Chicken Feed” or
“Chicken Corn,” the Goelitz Confectionery Company
(Belleville, IL), which later became Jelly Belly, began
producing it in 1898. Today, the largest manufacturer
is Brach’s, which makes approximately 7 billion pieces
per year!

We surveyed History & Genealogy staff members:
“Candy Corn, yes or no?” It came out an even tie!

Something

worth 3
crowingfor | | ¥ e
S AL CandyCorn

DG ATAY T7 ¢

October is Family History Month!

Visit the Emerson History & Genealogy Center during
October to grab a family tree take-and-make craft! One
per family, while supplies last.

M\/ Famil\/ Tree
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LOCAL HISTORY EXPO A HUGE SUCCESS!

Thank you to everyone who attended our 2025 Local History Expo! With over 40 organizations and over 500
attendees, this was our best attended event—ever! We loved hearing from everyone about their experiences, and
are glad that attendees had a chance to connect with the organizations. Some representatives even dressed for
the occasion in historic costumes! We hope to plan another event in 2027, and we look forward to inviting new
local history organizations from around our community.

Check out event pictures taken by the library’s photographer on St. Louis County Library’s Flickr page.

Radiation Exposure Compensation Act (RECA)

On July 3, 2025, Congress reauthorized claims under the Radiation Exposure Compensation Act (RECA) and ex-
tended the RECA Trust Fund. This statute, first introduced in 1979, compensates individuals who developed cer-
tain cancers and other diseases due to radiation exposure from U.S. nuclear weapons testing or uranium mining.

During the 1940s, Mallinckrodt Chemical Works produced refined uranium for the U.S. Army to use in atomic
weapons development. The waste from the processing plant, located in north St. Louis City on Destrahan St, was
transported to two U.S. government sites in St. Louis County—the St. Louis Airport Site (SLAPS) and a site on
Latty Avenue. As a result of the waste storage at those sites, soil and water in the surrounding areas were con-
taminated, including Coldwater Creek which was directly adjacent to the SLAPS site.

Individuals who lived, worked, or attended school 1) after 1949, 2) for a minimum of two years, 3) in any of the
21 different zip codes, and 4) developed one of the types of cancers included in the statute may submit a RECA
claim. Survivor benefits are also included under the expansion, and apply to individuals who have had a spouse
or immediate kin pass from any of the cancers. For more information about eligibility, visit the St. Louis County’s
website.

The History & Genealogy Department is in a unique position to offer assistance to RECA claimants who are
looking to provide proof of residency, a requirement for the RECA application. As part of our regular genealogical
work, we have access to address directories, yearbooks, and a variety of public databases that can supply resi-
dency information.

To request residency documentation, you can fill out our Residency Documentation Lookup Request form, avail-
able on our website: www.slcl.org/research-learn/reca/lookup-request, or visit us in person at the Clark Family
Branch. Free applications can be picked up at any branch.

If you have questions, you can call Senator Josh Hawley’s RECA Hotline at 202-228-4388.
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HAIR-CURLING CLIPPINGS €

Do you curl your hair with a curling iron? Your ancestors did, too! In ancient civilizations, people wrapped their hair
around heated rods. More “recently”, Hiram Maxim of Massachusetts obtained the first U.S. patent for a curling
iron in 1866. Marcel Grateau of France made them popular towards the end of the 19th century with his “Marcel
Wave” hairstyle. Early irons were heated over a fire, and later ones with alcohol, gas, or electic heaters. Enjoy
these “hair-curling” clippings from St. Louis newspapers!

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1909-12-12
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St. Louis Globe Democrat, 1887-09-14

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1928-
01-22

04-07

St. Louis Globe Democrat, 1901-

Rotary Curling Iron.

The common curling iron has been in use
so long that there seemed to be no possibil-
ity of the Inventor taking it up and im-
proving it at this late day, but now Edward
Myette, of Fairhaven, Wash., appears to
have overcoms its one objectionable fea-
ture. A moment's thought will prove that it

WINDS TP THE HAIR AUTOMATICALLY.

is not very handy to turn the handles over
and over In the fingers until the hair is

Close to tha mounting of the hair clamp is
a loose gleeve, to which the two zﬂps are
plvoted, while the fron extends back mid-
way between the two. #0n this extension
two toothed wheels are loosely mounted,
with Lorreapondm' racks attached to the
under grip. The neatest t of the whole
invention Ia the lllua sliding clutch which
rotates with the iron and can be thrown
into connection with either wheel to revolve
the iron in either direction. The iron is thus

on both sides of the head by simply sliding
the clutch into connectlon ‘with Its proper
wheel and gripping the handles together in
the hand, keeping it contracted until the
halr has become heated and the curl will
keep its shape, when the hand is relaxed
nzul ehe rlamp opened to release the ends of

St. Louis Globe Democrat, 1901-

12-29

Escaped in Night Attire.
Mamis Cellings, heating a curling iron
over a lamp at Morrissey's boarding houle.
81 St. Clair aveaue, accldenmly set fire to

two lace curtains at an early hour Sunday
morning. The department had a flerce fight
to save the building. Sleeping boarders were
aroused and made hasty exit in night ap-
parel from what they thought was a doomed
structure. Many ludicrous scenes were wit-
nessed, but the damage was nominal. Miss
Lwllmgs saved her curling ifron. She re-
sumed her toilet in absolute complacency
after the firemen were gone.

St. Louis Globe Democrat, 1901-07-22

EASY WORKING CURLING IRON.

A Strand of Halr Rolls Around Tt by Simple
Pressure.

A r of curling irons with ml.ny strong
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NEW CURLING IRON.

pped the lock of hair to be curled, in the
aws, the turning of the iron is accoms=

lished in the simplest manner possible.

e longer arm of the iron uu-ou&l:

ble pinion on the spindle. By simply squeez-
1l'll'ptho !!lw: urmgp har the tongs are

s, and so curl thﬁta:lr. “il vlllhzc evi-
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St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 1895-01-07

NEWS AND TIPS | EMERSON HISTORY & GENEALOGY CENTER



